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News  Analysis 

Retrial  for  PIE  Defendants 


Four  members  of  the  Pedophile 
Information  Exchange  (PIE),  a 
group  “campaigning for  the  legali¬ 
zation  of  consensual  sex  between 
adults  and  children,  ”  have  re¬ 
ceived  verdicts  in  their  trials  in 
London’s  Old  Bailey.  The  four 
were  originally  charged  with 
“ conspiracy  to  corrupt  public 
morals,  ”  in  connection  with  the 
occasional  publication  by  PIE  of  a 
“contact  page,  ”  in  which  PIE 
members  could  place  personal 
ads. 

” Typically ,’’  a  briefing  issued 
by  the  Conspiracy  Against  Public 
Morals,  a  group  supporting  the 
PIE  defendants,  states,  "these  ads 
were  from  paedophiles  wanting  to 
correspond  with,  and  meet,  any 
other  paedophiles  who  happened 
to  share  their  own  interests.  The 
idea  of  the  Contact  Page  was  to 
enable  paedophiles  to  make 
friends  and  to  offer  each  other 
mutual  support.  ” 

At  the  start  of  the  trial,  Judge 
John  Leonard  directed  that  the 
indictment  be  split  into  two,  so 
that  the  defendants  were  accused 
of  conspiring  to  publish  PIE’s 
contact  page  “with  intent  that 
advertisers  should  thereby  induce 
readers  to  provide  the  advertisers 
with  opportunities  to  commit  un¬ 
lawful  sexual  offences  with  chil¬ 
dren ”  and  “ with  intent  that  ad¬ 
vertisers  should  thereby  induce 
readers  to  publish  obscene  articles 


to  them,  and  to  send  such  articles 
through  the  post.  ” 

Journalist  and  author  Roger 
Moody,  author  of  Indecent  As¬ 
sault,  has  been  present  at  the  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailey  since  its  opening. 
Here  is  his  analysis  of  the  trial’s 
outcome. 

LONDON  —  The  PIE  show- 
trial  ended  with  much  less  of  a 
bang  than  a  whimper.  One  of  the 
four  members  of  the  Pedophile 
Informat  ion  Exchange  executive 
committee  goes  free  from  a  charge 
of  “conspiracy  to  corrupt  and  de¬ 
bauch  the  public  morals  of  adults 
and  children.”  Two  others  were 
acquitted  on  the  most  serious 
charge  of  indirectly  encouraging 
illegal  sex  between  adults  and 
kids,  but  now  face  retrial  for  en¬ 
couraging  the  exchange  of  porno¬ 
graphy  among  PIE  members. 
Tom  O’Carroll,  chair  of  PIE  and 
England’s  best  known  pedophile 
(if  we  exclude  the  Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh*),  faces  retrial  on  both 
counts. 

The  retrials  are  due' to  the  fact 
that  the  12-person  jury  quite 

*1  refer  cynics  to  Roger 
Peyrefitte’s  two  books,  L ’Enfant 
de  Coeur  and  his  most  recent, 
Propos  secrets,  published  by 
Albin  Michel,  in  which  the  author 
is  quite  explicit  about  le  Due 
d’Edinbourg’s  escapades  with 
boys  and  young  men. 


Priest  Found  Dead 
In  Porno  Theater 


By  Mitzel 

BOSTON  —  Rumors  raced 
around  this  city’s  gay  community 
last  week  following  discovery  of  a 
dead  priest  in  the  2nd  balcony  of 
The  Pilgrim  Theatre,  a  Boston 
Combat  Zone  X-rated  film  house. 

Rumors  focused  on  Father 
Joseph  Patrick  McDonough.  Rev. 
McDonough  was  reported  in 
straight  press  accounts  as  having 
been  found  dead  in  the  rectory  of 
St.  Anne’s  in  Wollaston  (Quincy) 
where  he  had  served  as  an  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor.  McDonough  was  a 
close  relative  of  the  Boston  city 


councilor  and  school  commit¬ 
teeman  of  the  same  surname. 

GCN  learned,  however,  that 
Rev.  McDonough,  51,  died  as  the 
result  of  a  heart  attack  he  suffered 
while  he  was  a  patron  at  the  Pil¬ 
grim  Theatre.  McDonough’s  body 
was  found  Friday  morning^ an. 
23,.  after  the  theatre’s  7  a.m. 
opening.  Rigor  mortis  had  already 
set  in.  One  witness  to  the  body’s 
removal  said:  “You’d  think  they’d 
at  least  have  pulled  his  pants  up.” 

The  priest’s  death  certificate,  on 
file  at  Boston  City  Hall,  lists 
Continued  on  Page  2 
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simply  couldn’t  agree,  despite 
nine  hours  of  being  locked  away 
(a  marvellous  inducement  to  come 
to  a  verdict).  As  always,  rumours 
are  rife  as  to  why  the  jury  pussy¬ 
footed.  But  it  seems  that  —  con¬ 
trary  to  expectation  —  it  was  the 
majority  who  wanted  to  acquit. 

Not  that  most  of  the  evidence 
was  ever  in  dispute.  The  defense 
readily  admitted  that  PIE  had 
published  contact  sheets  (18  in  all) 
over  a  period  of  about  two  years, 
which  put  members  in  contact 
with  each  other  for  a  variety  of 
purposes.  Some  of  these  members 
may  have  intended  to  commit  il¬ 
legal  acts.  Some  of  them  undoubt¬ 
edly  passed  dirty  pictures  to  each 
other.  Some  of  the  adverts  —  five 
out  of  a  total  of  360  —  were  open 
to  the  interpretation  that  they 
invited  opportunities  for  illegal 
sex. 

But  the  only  question  facing  the 
jury  was  whether  the  four  mem¬ 
bers  of  PIE’s  executive  committee 
sitting  in  the  dock  had  agreed, 
either  with  each  other  or  with 
others  named  in  the  indictment 
(but  not  present),  that  advertisers 
should  be  provided  with  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  offer  their  respond¬ 
ents  the  opportunity  to  do 
naughty  things.  Read  that  again, 
and  you  might  see  why  the  jury 
took  so  long  coming  to  a  non-con¬ 
clusion.  For  the  prosecution’s  case 
rested  not  on  Messrs.  O’Carroll, 
Wade,  Parratt,  and  Dagnall  hav¬ 
ing  sex  with  children,  or  them¬ 
selves  poring  over  lewd  pictures  of 
young  boys.  It  didn’t  even  rest  on 
their  putting  PIE  members  into 
contact  with  each  other  to  do  so. 
It  rested  simply  on  their  intending 
to  provide  opportunities  for 
others  to  do  so. 

It  was  obvious  from  the  prose¬ 
cution’s  opening  speech  that  they 
couldn’t  prove  this  intention  on 
prima  facie  evidence:  no  letters, 
no  minutes,  no  witnesses  to  testify 
to  a  wicked  burning  of  the  mid¬ 
night  oil  as  the  PIE  executive 
endeavoured  to  put  member  num¬ 
ber  123  into  lurid  contact  with 
member  number  231  so  that  the 
entire  British  prep-school  system 
should  be  converted  into  a  call- 
boy  circuit.  Out  of  the  quarter  of 
a  ton  of  material  seized  from  Tom 
O’Carroll’s  home  in  1979,  about 
two  kilos  went  to  the  court.  Out 
of  this,  about  a  kilo  went  to  the 
jury.  Out  of  that,  only  a  gram 
was  open  to  serious  dispute. 

From  the  start  then,  prosecutor 
David  Tudor- Price  relied  on  innu¬ 
endo  to  carry  his  case.  Despite  re¬ 
iterating  throughout  the  week’s 
trial  the  importance  of  the  jury  ’s 
putting  prejudice  behind  them,  his 
Continued  on  Page  4 


Vernon  Berg 


Cash  Settlement 
Ends  Berg  Suit 
Against  US  Navy 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  One  of 
the  longest  standing  legal  battles 
between  gays  and  the  military 
ended  recently  when  Ensign 
Vernon  Berg  settled  with  the  navj 
for  an  undisclosed  amount  o 
money.  Berg  sought  reinstatemen 
into  the  navy  for  five  years. 

The  navy  signed  the  settlemen 
on  Jan.  19  —  the  day  before  the 
effective  date  of  the  new  Pentagon 
regulations  which  mandate  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  all  lesbians  and  gay  men 
without  exception  for  the  military 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  28  ). 

Roz  Richter,  an  attorney  from 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  fund  in  New  York,  who 
is  familiar  with  the  case,  said  she  is 
not  disappointed  that  Berg 
accepted  the  monetary  settlement 
instead  of  pursuing  his  original 
goal. 

“In  fact,”  she  said,  “I’m 
surprised  that  the  navy  offered  the 
settlement  instead  of  pursuing  the 
case  to  its  victorious  end.  .  .  .  But 
[Leonard]  Matlovich  and  Berg 
have  been  companion  leading 
cases  around  for  years.  Maybe  the 
military  wanted  to  start  with  a 
clean  slate  under  the  new  regula¬ 
tions.” 


Berg’s  case  has  been  closely  as¬ 
sociated  with  that  of  discharged  air 
force  Sergeant  Leonard  Matlovich 
since  1978  when  the  federal  ap¬ 
peals  court  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  remanded  both  cases 
back  to  the  military  on  the  same 
day,  ordering  the  navy  and  the  air 
force  to  clarify  their  rules  about 
discharging  and  retaining  gays. 

With  respect  to  Berg,  the  three- 
judge  panel  said  that  the  navy  had 
demonstrated,  particularly  in 
Champagne  v.  Schlessinger,  that  it 
does  not  discharge  all  those  found 
to  be  homosexual. 

“Although  the  navy  regulation 
on  homosexuality  does  not  in 
terms  provide  an  exception,”  the 
court  wrote,  “the  navy  has  interp¬ 
reted  it  as  mandating  separation  in 
all  cases.” 

The  court  observed  that  the 
naval  discharge  board  which  had 
considered  Berg’s  case  was  told 
that  it  had  the  discretion  to 
recommend  retention. 

For  two  years,  the  navy  made  no 
move  to  clarify  its  regulations  in 
compliance  with  the  court’s  order. 
Six  weeks  ago,  following  Matlo- 
vich’s  $160,000  settlement  with  the 
air  force  (see  GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  20), 
Continued  on  Page  4 


Detroit  Rights  Ordinance 
Ruled  Unconstitutional 


Compiled  by  Kelli  L.  Kirshtein 

DETROIT  —  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  here  can  no  longer  count  on 
the  comprehensive  protection 
offered  them  by  the  Detroit 
Human  Rights  Ordinance. 

Without  ruling  on  the  question 
of  the  right  of  lesbian  and  gay 
citizens  to  equal  protection  under 
the  law,  Wayne  County  Circuit 
Court  Judge  Harry  J.  Dingeman 
has  ruled  that  the  city’s  ordinance 
is  unconstitutional.  He  said  that  in 
Michigan,  authority  for  civil  rights 
legislation  properly  belongs  to  the 
state  government,  which  has  not 
yet  accorded  lesbians  and  gay  men 
protection. 

In  his  Jan.  22  ruling  on  J.  F. 
Cavanaugh  v.  City  of  Detroit, 


Dingeman  held  that  the  Detroit 
Human  Rights  Ordinance  is  pre¬ 
empted  by  the  Michigan  constitu¬ 
tion’s  and  the  Michigan  Civil 
Rights  Act’s  jurisdictional 
predominance  in  civil  rights 
jurisdiction. 

Because  a  statewide  civil  rights 
ordinance  already  exists,  Dinge¬ 
man  said,  the  city  was  taking  over 
duties  which  properly  belonged  to 
the  state  by  passing  an  ordinance 
of  its  own. 

The  Detroit  ordinance,  often  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  “omnibus  ordin¬ 
ance,”  mandated  non-discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
creed,  national  origin,  age,  marital 
status,  handicap,  and  sex,  as  well 
as  sexual  orientation.  The  state 


act,  by  contrast,  includes  protec¬ 
tion  against  discrimination  based 
on  height  and  weight,  but  not  on 
sexual  orientation. 

The  case  on  which  Dingeman 
ruled  involved  a  building  contract- 
pr  who  sued  the  city  for  its  refusal 
to  entertain  his  contracting  bid 
because  his  firm  did  not  comply 
with  the  human  rights  ordinance’s 
affirmative  action  policies. 

The  ordinance  calls  for  a  review 
of  contractors’  employment  prac¬ 
tices  before  their  bids  can  be 
considered.  Over  300  firms  have 
been  disqualified  by  the  Detroit 
Human  Rights  Department  for 
failure  to  reverse  discriminatory 
practices.  The  city  is  appealing 

Continued  on  Page  2 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  think  a  lot  of  the  standards  are  right 
about  women  and  their  sexuality.  I  think  girls  should 
be  a  lot  stronger,  more  aggressive,  and  express  them¬ 
selves  better.  That’s  what  a  lot  of  my  stuff  is  about,  my 
point  of  view.  Where  can  rock  and  roll  go  but  in 
another  direction,  sexually.  Men  have  fought  this  for  a 
long  time,  really  fought  it. 

“There’s  nothing  left  for  men  to  do  [in  rock  and 
roll].  The  only  people  that  can  express  anything  that, 
hasn’t  been  expressed  in  rock  and  roll  are  fags  and 
girls  . . .  What  girls  are  saying  is:  ‘Don’t  treat  me  like 
that,  treat  me  like  this.’  Which  Nancy  Sinatra  initially 
did  with  ‘These  Boots  Are  Made  For  Walking’!  . . .  And 
it’s  not  the  same  as  ‘Take  another  little  piece  of  my 
heart,  now,’  and  ‘Baby  love,  baby  love’  —  all  that  kind 
of  goosh.” 

—  Deborah  Harry,  lead  singer  of  Blondie,  in  an 
interview  in  Forum,  October  1980. 


violence,  vulgarity,  sex,  and  profanity 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Despite  criticism  that 
their  efforts  will  amount  to  censorship,  a  coalition  of 
rightist  groups  announced  plans  on  Feb.  2  to  organize 
boycotts  of  television  advertisers  who  sponsor  pro¬ 
grams  depicting  “violence,  vulgarity,  sex  and  pro¬ 
fanity.” 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the  coalition 
will  begin  monitoring  programs  on  March  1  and  after 
three  months  will  choose  advertisers  to  be  boycotted. 
The  boycott  will  include  all  the  advertiser’s  products 
and  will  last  a  year. 

Donald  Wildmon,  chair  of  the  Coalition  for  Better 
Television,  is  quoted  in  the  Times  as  claiming  his 
organization“represents  the  largest  number  of  na¬ 
tional  and  regional  groups  ever  to  join  together  in 
such  a  venture.” 

Although  Wildmon  did  not  release  the  names  of 
the  groups  involved,  several  familiar  faces  were  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  press  conference  at  which  the  plan  was  an¬ 
nounced:  Phyllis  Schlafly,  Ronald  Godwin  of  the 
Moral  Majority,  Judie  Brown  of  American  Life  Lobby 
and  Beverly  LaHaye  of  the  Concerned  Women  of 
America. 

The  Times  quotes  Peggy  Charren  of  Action  for 
Children’s  Television  as  saying,  “It’s  censorship  in  its 
most  obvious  form,  and  I  worry  more  about  that  than  I 
do  about  television  programming.” 


outrageous  treatment 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  has  announced  a 
viewers’  boycott  of  television  station  WNAC,  Channel 
7,  in  protest  of  what  the  group  calls  “the  outrageous 
treatment  of  women  and  minorities  at  the  station,  as 
well  as  their  pitiful  lack  of  local  programming.” 

Boston  NOW  says  a  boycott  for  the  month  of 
February  can  be  effective  because  it  is  an  important 
rating  month  for  all  television  stations.  A  station’s 
advertising  rates  are  determined  by  the  number  of 
viewers  it  has  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  viewers 
could  seriously  affect  the  station’s  finances. 

According  to  the  Media  Reform  Task  Force  of 
Boston  NOW,  “It  is  glaringly  obvious  whenever  a 
viewer  turns  on  Channel  7  that  something  is  radically 
wrong:  any  day  of  the  week,  any  time  of  the  day,  for 
example,  one  sees  all-white  all-male  anchor  teams.” 

More  specifically,  NOW  accuses  Channel  7  of 
paying  some  women  employees  only  half  of  what 
their  male  counterparts  are  paid,  of  firing  one  woman 
employee  as  a  result  of  her  filing  a  sex  discrimination 
suit  against  the  station,  of  intimidating  women  who 
had  formed  a  woman’s  support  group,  and  of  harass¬ 
ing,  demoting  and  firing  employees  for  supporting 
others  the  station  had  discriminated  against. 


Detroit 

Continued  from  page  1 
Dingeman’s  ruling. 

Phil  Green,  president  of  the 
Michigan  Organization  for  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  (MOHR),  told  GCN 
that  he  did  not  “think  [the  ruling] 
will  have  a  major  effect  [on  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  in  Detroit]  either 
way.” 

Greene  said  tht  the  Detroit  or¬ 
dinance  “is  the  most  comprehen¬ 
sive  gay  rights  ordinance  in  the 
country  because  it  [lesbian  and  gay 
rights]  is  so  woven  into  the  entire 
ordinance:  in  employment,  train¬ 
ing,  housing,  real  estate,  credit, 
etc.  Our  organization  did  a  lot  to 
get  it  passed. 

“When  the  appeal  is  filed, 
MOHR  will  seek  to  intervene  and 
file  an  amicus  [friend  of  the  court] 
brief  pointing  out  the  civil  rights 
protections  that  are  provided  by 
the  city  ordinance.  We  want  to 
bring  to  the  Court  of  Appeals’  at¬ 


delay  in  kopacz  trial 

BOSTON  —  The  murder  trial  of  Ed  Kopacz  has 
been  postponed  from  Feb.  2  until  March  2,  1981. 
Kopacz,  19,  was  indicted  in  July  1980  by  a  Middlesex 
County  grand  jury  on  one  count  of  first  degree  murder 
in  the  slaying  of  Boston  gay  hustler  Dale  Barbre. 
Barbre  was  killed  three  years  ago  and  found  dead  in 
Lowell  after  the  Great  Blizzard  of  1978.  Death  was 
caused  by  shotgun  blasts  to  his  face.  He  was  20. 

Middlesex  Asst.  DA  Thomas  Brennan  said  the 
delay  was  sought  because  the  state’s  primary  wit¬ 
ness,  Lowell  cop  Jim  Donohue,  was  still  hospitalized 
with  an  undisclosed  ailment.  Donohue  has  said  that 
he  obtained  a  confession  from  Kopacz  while  Kopacz 
was  in  a  Florida  jail  last  year.  Donohue  has  told  the 
press  that  Kopacz  named  himself  and  another  person 
as  Barbre’s  murderers.  Brennan  will  be  the  prosecutor 
at  trial. 

Kopacz  is  represented  by  Boston  attorney  Steven 
Ernstoff.  Kopacz  maintains  he  never  made  a  confes¬ 
sion  to  Donohue.  Several  witnesses  say  they  can 
place  Kopacz  in  California  at  the  time  of  Barbre’s 
abduction  and  murder. 

The  March  2  trial  is  scheduled  before  Superior 
Court  Judge  Robert  Barton  at  the  Middlesex  County 
court  house  in  Cambridge. 


jewish  feminist  women’s  conference 

SEATTLE  —  A  group  of  women  here  is  planning 
a  Jewish  feminist  women’s  conference,  scheduled  for 
March  13-15.  The  theme  of  the  conference,  according 
to  ythe  organizers,  is  “Jewish  affirmation  and 
changing  the  traditional/stereotyped  images  of 
Jewish  women  in  our  communities  and  in  society  at 
large.” 

The  conference  will  be  primarily  for  Jewish 
women,  and  there  will  be  several  workshops  for 
Jewish  women  only. 

“We  are  also  concerned  at  this  time  when  anti- 
Semitism  is  on  the  rise  (as  seen  in  the  recent  Paris 
bombings)  as  well  as  a  rising  tide  of  repression  aimed 
at  many  other  groups  —  given  the  results  of  the 
recent  elections,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  right-wing 
extremism  in  our  country,  that  our  non-Jewish  allies 
join  us  at  the  conference  to  create  greater  under¬ 
standing  and  solidarity,”  say  the  organizers. 

The  organizers  are  asking  for  workshop  facili¬ 
tators;  for  financial  donations  or  loans  which  will  be 
paid  back  after  the  conference  for  help  in  spreading 
publicity  about  the  conference;  and  for  help  at  the 
conference  itself,  in  coordinating  housing,  child  care, 
security,  sound,  and  cleanup. 

The  conference  will  be  wheelchair  accessible 
and  signed  for  the  hearing  impaired.  Financial  assis¬ 
tance  will  be  available;  fees,  on  a  sliding  scale,  for 
daytimes  only  will  be  $5,  $10,  and  $15;  for  daytimes 
and  evenings,  fees  will  be  $7,  $14,  and  $20. 

For  more  information,  contact  Planning  Group, 
First  Annual  Jewish  Women's  Feminist  Women’s 
Conference,  1732  14th  Avenue,- Seattle,  WA  98122. 


regional  conference 

BOSTON  —  A  meeting  to  choose  the  six  Massa¬ 
chusetts  delegates  to  the  National  Conference  on 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles 
April  24-26,  has  been  called  for  1:00  p.m.  Sunday,  Feb. 
22  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  here. 

The  purpose  of  the  national  conference  is  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  structure  and  formation  of  a  national  lesbian 
and  gay  coalition.  According  to  guidelines  set  down 
for  the  occasion,  half  the  delegates  must  be  lesbians 
and  half  gay  men.  Twenty  percent  of  the  delegates  are 
to  be  people  of  color. 

The  entire  lesbian  and  gay  community  is  urged  to 
participate  in  the  selection  process. 

For  more  information  call  (617)  354-1755. 


the  mayor  of  castro  street 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  motion  picture  producer  has 
announced  plans  to  film  a  full-length  feature  based  on 
the  life  and  political  career  of  Harvey  Milk,  the  gay 
activist  and  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  who  was  assassinated  in  1978. 

Gay  film  maker  Jerry  Wheeler  has  stated  that  pro¬ 
duction  of  The  Mayor  of  Castro  Street,  as  the  film  has 
tentatively  been  entitled,  will  begin  in  San  Francisco 
in  late  spring  of  this  year.  Ron  Leibman  is  reportedly 
being  discussed  to  play  Milk. 

According  to  Wheeler,  his  project  is  “based  on 
the  urgent  needs  of  the  gay  community  at  large  to 
have  a  strong,  positive  representation  in  the  media, 
showing  the  diversity  of  gay  life  styles  and  to  promote 
a  higher  consciousness  to  middle  America  as  to  what 
the  gay  movement  is  really  about.” 

Wheeler  states,  "Harvey  Milk  will  be  the  prota¬ 
gonist  in  this  controversial  political  drama,  but  the 
gay  community  will  be  the  true  ‘star’.” 

Wheeler  plans  to  have  the  film  captioned  for  the 
hearing  impaired. 


no  guts,  no  glory 

PHOENIX,  AZ  —  The  first  lesbian  and  gay  pride 
march  in  this  city’s  history  has  been  planned  for  June 
of  this  year  despite  mixed  reactions  to  the  idea  from 
the  community. 

“Some  members  of  the  gay  community  were 
afraid  of  the  backlash  that  would  come  from  anti-gay 
groups  as  a  result  of  the  publicity,”  stated  Lydia 
Javins  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee.  “We  are  now  getting  support  for  the 
march  from  a  variety  of  individuals  and  organizations 
who  are  not  primarily  gay,  but  who  want  to  stand  up 
and  be  counted  as  supporters  of  gay  civil  rights.” 

Among  organizations  supporting  the  march  is 
the  National  Organization  for  Women  in  Phoenix. 

The  candlelight  march  will  begin  at  dusk  on 
Saturday,  June  27  at  Patriot’s  Park  and  will  procede 
west  to  the  state  capitol. 

Activist  Bj  Bud  commented,  “With  the  support 
we  are  getting  from  non-gay  groups,  gay  people 
shodld  not  be  afraid  to  come  to  the  march.  No  guts,  no 
glory.” 


so  much  for  entrapment 

SAN  DIEGO  —  This  city  is  paying  damages  of  up 
to  $500  to  persons  who  have  been  arrested  for  lewd 
conduct,  taken  to  the  county  jail,  and  subsequently 
found  not  guilty  of  the  charges  when  the  case  came  to 
trial. 

The  Bay  Area  Reporter  reports  that  the  damage 
payments  are  coming  as  a  result  of  the  California 
Supreme  Court’s  Pryor  decision. 

In  two  San  Diego  cases,  according  to  BAR,  the 
'  action  was  described  by  an  attorney  as  “pure  solicita¬ 
tion,  no  physical  activity”  in  the  invitation  to  engage 
in  sexual  behavior. 

One  case  took  place  in  a  local  adult  bookstore’s 
peep  show  area  where  a  decoy  officer  entered  the 
viewing  booth  and  indicated  an  interest  in  engaging  in 
possible  sexual  activity  with  another  man. 

The  victim  asked  if  the  officer  (a  policeperson  not 
in  uniform)  had  a  place  where  they  could  go.  When  the 
officer  could  not  offer  a  location,  the  victim  sug¬ 
gested  that  they  use  one  of  the  adjoining  booths  or 
his  car. 

A  nonjury  trial  before  a  judge  described  by  BAR 
as  a  “noted  conservative”  resulted  in  a  ruling  that  the 
boothswere  private  places, and  thus  an  invitation  for 
activity  in  the  booth  did  not  violate  the  law. 

The  judge  also  ruled  that  if  a  car  is  in  an  area  not 
open  to  public  view,  sexual  activity  in  the  car  would 
not  be  viewed  as  lewd  for  a  homosexual  couple,  since 
it  would  not  be  viewed  as  such  for  a  heterosexual 
couple. 


tention  how  we,  as  gays,  will  lose 
out  if  the  ordinance  is  preempt¬ 
ed.” 

In  making  his  decision,  Dinge- 
man  ruled  on  the  question  of  juris¬ 
diction  in  civil  rights  matters.  He 
stated  that  “a  balkanized  system 
of  civil  rights  definitions  and 

Priest 

Continued  from  Page  1 
McDonough’s  immediate  cause  of 
death  as  “arteriosclerotic  heart 
disease”  which  was  the  conse¬ 
quence  of  “hypertensive  heart 
disease.”  This  set  to  rest  rumors 
which  had  the  priest’s  cause  of 
death  as  either  strangulation  or 
suffocation,  perhaps  involving 
foul  play. 

Born  in  Ireland,  McDonough 
was  ordained  in  1959  at  West 
Roxbury’s  Holy  Name  Church. 
He  had  served  the  Roman  Catholic 


standards  of  enforcement  would, 
through  the  confusion  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  resulting  from  different 
treatment  of  municipality  to  muni¬ 
cipality,  lead  to  numerous  appeals, 
and  would  threaten  the  efficient 
and  effective  treatment  of  civil 
rights.” 


Church  since  that  time. 

Though  The  Pilgrim  Theatre 
shows  a  regular  fare  of  soft-core 
sex  films  aimed  at  a  heterosexual 
male  audience,  one  regular  patron 
at  that  cinema  said:  “There’s  no 
one  here  at  night,  and  especially  in 
the  2nd  balcony  —  which  is  offi¬ 
cially  only  open  on  the  week¬ 
ends  —  who’s  not  queer  looking 
for  some  action.” 

The  death  certificate  placed 
McDonough’s  time  of  death  at 
10:25  p.m. on  Thurs.,  Jan.  22,1981. 


This  ruling  dismissed  the  city’s 
argument  that  the  Michigan  Civil 
Rights  Act  does  not  expressly  pre¬ 
empt  local  regulation  of  civil  rights 
and  that  legislative  history  has 
indicated  that  such  regulation  is 
permissible. 

MOHR  is  currently  urging  the 


The  priest  was  dead  for  over  eight 
hours  before  the  theatre  staff 
discovered  the  corpse  beneath  a 
row  of  seats. 

McDonough  is  survived  by  a 
brother  and  two  sisters.  He  was 
buried  at  St.  Joseph’s  Cemetery  in 
West  Roxbury  on  Jan.  27.,  It  is  not 
clear  at  this  time  why  family  or 
church  fathers  covered  up  the 
place  and  setting  of  McDonough’s 
death,  nor  is  it  known  what  other 
porno  theatres,  if  any,  McDon¬ 
ough  frequented. 


passage  of  legislation  to  amend  th 
Michigan  Civil  Rights  Act  and  th 
Handicapped  Civil  Rights  Act  i 
order  to  clarify  the  authority  o 
political  subdivisions,  such  a 
cities  and  towns,  to  protect  civi 
rights  within  their  own  bound 
aries. 


The  last  sex-related  scandal  to 
take  place  at  The  Pilgrim  occurred 
when,  in  1974,  former  US  House 
of  Representatives  Ways  &  Means 
Chairman  Wilbur  Mills  appeared 
on  stage  drunk  with  Argentine 
stripper'Fanne  Foxe.  The  Pilgrim 
had  briefly  attempted  to  bring 
back  live  burlesque  to  Boston.  It 
failed.  Mills  was  driven  from 
office  and  The  Pilgrim  has  shown 
het  pornography  since. 
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Beth  Kelly 


Pride  Committee 
Proposes  Center 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Local  activists 
have  revived  plans  to  create  a 
lesbian  and  gay  community  center 
in  Boston  after  a  different  group 
abandoned  similar  plans  a  year 
ago. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  recently  began  distrib¬ 
uting  a  questionnaire  to  Boston 
area  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
to  determine  specific  needs  and 
available  resources  for  such  a 
center. 

Once  the  questionnaires  have 
been  completed  and  returned,  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  interested  groups 
will  meet  to  discuss  the  responses 
and  to  write  an  agenda  for  a  town 
meeting  scheduled  for  mid-April 
at  which  the  entire  community  can 
consider  the  project. 

The  questionnaire  asks  local  or¬ 
ganizations  whether  they  see  a 
need  for  a  community  center,  what 
their  role  in  it  might  be,  and 
whether  they  might  consider  being 
housed  there.  Other  questions 
concern  the  size  and  purpose  of 
each  organization  surveyed. 

“There’s  always  been  a  con¬ 
sensus  that  the  need  for  a  com¬ 
munity  center  exists,”  Beth  Kelly 
of  the  Pride  Committee  told  GCN. 
“But  what  we’re  trying  to  do  is 
provide  substantive  data  on  what 
the  specific  needs  are  and  the 
resources  the  community  can 
provide  toward  filling  them.” 

Hopes  for  a  community  center 
were  aroused  during  the  local 
electoral  campaigns  in  October, 
1979  when  Mayor  Kevin  White  of¬ 
fered  to  have  the  city  provide  a 
building  for  the  center  at  a  nom¬ 
inal  cost  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No. 
16). 

According  to  David  Gearhart,  a 
businessman  who  was  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  Gay  Business  Asso¬ 
ciation  (GBA),  a  committee 
formed  to  consider  the  project 
consisted  of  Gearhart;  Elaine 
Noble,  the  openly  lesbian  ex-state 
representative  who  is  now  an 
employee  of  the  city  of  Boston; 
Linda  Carford,  then  a  member  of 
the  GBA  and  currently  active  in 
the  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  (MGPC);  Michael  Camp¬ 
bell,  one  of  the  owners  of 
Buddie’s,  a  local  gay  bar,  and  a 
GBA  member;  Ann  Maguire, 
manager  of  Somewhere,  a 
women’s  bar,  who  was  then  a 
GBA  member  and  is  active  in  the 
MGPC;  David  Brill,  a  GCN  writer 


Feminist  Starts  Uproar 
By  Putting  Up  Sticker 


Susan  Fleischmann 


now  deceased;  Robin  MacCor- 
mack,  Mayor  White’s  liaison  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community; 
and  two  other  unidentified  per¬ 
sons. 

According  to  Gearhart,  the 
original  plans  called  for  acqu¬ 
isition  of  a  building  seized  by  the 
city  for  delinquent  taxes.  “The 
mayor  said  at  that  point  it  certain¬ 
ly  would  be  feasible,”  Gearhart 
told  GCN. 

The  original  plan  was  abandon¬ 
ed,  Gearhart  said,  when  no 
suitable  building  could  be  found 
that  could  be  renovated  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  The  committee 
held  its  last  meeting  early  the 
following  year,  after  White  had 
been  elected  to  his  fourth  term  as 
mayor  of  Boston. 

MacCormack  told  GCN  the 
committee  “was  not  a  cross  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  community.” 

Tom  Chiodo  of  the  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee  claims  that  the  new  effort 
aims  at  democracy  and  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  entire  commun¬ 
ity.  “The  agenda  for  the  town 
meeting  and  the  planning  for  the 
community  center,”  he  told  GCN, 
“will  be  done  by  the  community 
and  not  by  individuals  or  special 
interest  groups.” 

Kelly  said  the  Pride  Committee 
has  not  dismissed  the  idea  of 
acquiring  a  city-owned  building. 
“I  don’t  want  to  say  right  now  that 
anything  is  inconceivable,”  she 
said. 

Kelly  added,  however,  that  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  will  be 
among  the  first  to  lose  potential 
financial  aid  from  the  city  of 
Boston  as  a  result  of  Proposition 
2Vi,  a  measure  passed  by  Massa¬ 
chusetts  voters  last  November 
which  will  limit  property  taxes  and 
drastically  reduce  city  revenue. 

“Basically,  I  think  the  only  way 
it’s  going  to  be  done  is  if  we  do  it 
ourselves,”  Kelly  said.  “We  have 
to  create  our  culture  ourselves.” 

Kelly  and  Chiodo  said  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  raising  funds,  like  other 
questions  concerning  the  proposed 
center,  should  be  left  to  the 
community  at  large. 

The  Pride  Committee’s  goal  of 
community  self-reliance  came  to 
the  fore  last  December  when  it 
helped  organize  an  alternate  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  poetry  reading  for 
First  Night  (New  Year’s  Eve)  after 
the  official  First  Night  organiza¬ 
tion  cancelled  the  lesbian  and  gay 
Continued  on  Page  10 


Compiled  by  Joanne  Brown 

LENNOXV1LLE,  QUEBEC  — 
Last  October,  a  new  scandal 
erupted  at  Bishop’s  University 
only  a  month  after  75  students 
there  held  a  public  bookburning  of 
their  student  handbook  for  its  gay 
content. 

Sondra  Corry,  a  local  feminist 
activist  and  B.U.  graduate,  was 
removed  from  the  B.U.  campus  by 
a  security  guard  and  taken  to  the 
police  station  for  posting  a  “this 
insults  women”  sticker  near  a 
sexist  movie  ad. 

Corry  said  that  the  charges,  in¬ 
cluding  one  that  she  had  actually 
broken  into  the  display  window 
and  stolen  the  poster,  were  quickly 
dismissed.  She  said  she  was  prom¬ 
ised  an  apology  in  the  student 
newspaper,  The  Campus,  which 
had  printed  editorials  accusing  her 
of  stealing  the  poster  and 
slandering  her  as  a  “petty  .  .  . 
paranoid  schizophrenic.”  She  said 
no  apology  ever  appeared. 

The  following  Monday,  Corry 
arrived  at  her  part-time  job  as  a 
typesetter  for  a  local  English 
newspaper,  the  Townships  Sun.  “I 
was  told  that  they  had  no  more 
work  for  me  due  to  cutbacks. 
They’d  hired  me  only  two  weeks 
before  because  they  were  under¬ 
staffed.  I  found  out  from  another 
publisher  that  they  are  looking  for 
a  new  typesetter.  They  told  him  I 
was  too  slow.  I  typed  70  wpm  and 
they  were  nothing  but  glowing 
about  my  work. 

“They  knew  about  the  sticker 
incident,  and  I  had  expected  their 
support.  I  never  dreamed  I’d  lose 
my  job  over  a  sticker.  It’s  like 
losing  a  job  because  you  subscribe 
to  Ms.  magazine .  ’  ’ 

Corry  received  a  death  threat 
telling  her  to  stop  causing  trouble 
at  Bishop’s.  “When  I  put  up  that 
sticker  I  was  accused  of  being 
petty.  Quite  ironic,  in  the  face  of  a 
huge  campaign  against  me,  just  for 
calling  a  movie  ad  sexist.” 

Corry  was  finally  granted  an 
appointment  with  the  University 
president,  Christopher  Nicholls. 
She  appealed  the  loss  of  her  library 
privileges.  “He  told  me  that  I  be 
would  allowed  on  the  campus  if 
I’d  stop  ramming  my  ideas  down 
other  people’s  throats.  He  said 
that  Daron  Westman  [campus  gay 
activist]  had  never  really  been 
beaten  up,  and  that  if  I  had 
received  a  death  threat,  it  was 
meaningless.  Apparently  a  threat 


to  a  movie  ad  means  something, 
but  threats  on  two  people’s  lives 
means  nothing.” 

Twelve  of  the  area’s  feminist 
groups,  including  La  Maison  Des 
Femmes  de  Sherbrooke,  expressed 
outrage  over  the  incident  and 
formed  a  coalition,  since  joined  by 
women’s  groups  in  Ottawa  and 
Montreal.  The  coalition  is  de¬ 


manding  public  apologies  from  the 
university  and  the  Campus,  and 
has  launched  a  letter  campaign 
trying  to  get  the  issue  into  the  local 
newspapers,  which  they  accuse  of 
suppression  of  the  news. 

“Barring  me  from  the  campus 
was  such  a  clear  infringement  of 
basic  rights,”  commented  Corry. 

Continued  on  Page  4 


News  Analysis 

Activist  Harassed 
After  Bookburning 


By  Joanne  Brown 

LENNOXVILLE,  Quebec  — 
Two  weeks  after  75  Bishop’s  Uni¬ 
versity  students  held  a  public 
bookburning  of  their  student 
handbook  because  of  its  gay  con¬ 
tent,  I  met  Daron  Westman  (B.U. 
gay  activist)  and  Sondra  Corry 
(feminist  and  B.U.  graduate),  and 
we  went  for  a  beer  at  the  local  pub. 

“Faggot!  Faggot!”  many  start¬ 
ed  shouting  as  we  made  our  way 
through  a  crowd  of  staring  faces. 
“I  hate  queers!”  screamed  a  man 
near  us. 

Our  first  reaction  should  prob¬ 
ably  have  been  to  race  each  other 
for  the  nearest  exit  but  we  were  too 
proud  to  be  intimidated  into  leav¬ 
ing.  We  sat  at  a  table,  and  even 
though  the  place  was  jammed, 
soon  all  the  tables  near  us  were  left 
empty. 

We  were  left  alone  for  awhile  as 
most  of  the  young,  English-speak¬ 
ing  crowd  went  through  eighty 
rounds  of  a  drinking  song.  But 
soon  they  directed  it  at  Daron: 
“Here’s  to  brother  faggot,  he’s  a 
fairy,  he’s  lazy,  he  sucks  cocks  like 
crazy  ...”  and  ended  it  by  pouring 
beer  on  us. 

At  that  point  Daron  remember¬ 
ed  that  this  was  a  situation  similar 
to  the  other  four  times  he  has  been 
badly  beaten  and  hospitalized  for 
being  gay.  We  left,  out  the  back 
door. 

Daron  says  he  has  been  beaten, 
harassed,  fired  from  jobs,  booted 
from  student  groups,  and  denied 
scholarships  all  for  the  same  rea¬ 
son,  but  it  is  not  simply  because  he 
is  gay.  Bishop’s  University  has 
seen  open  gays  before.  The  reason 
Daron  is  the  scapegoat  is  because 
he  became  political  about  being 
gay.  He  tried  to  organize  gay  stu¬ 


dents  and  reach  out  to  closeted 
gays;  he  pointed  out  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  gays  in  society  and  at  Bish¬ 
op’s.  It  was  a  message  that  the 
conservative  university  did  not 
want  to  hear. 

In  a  sense,  the  attempts  to  iso¬ 
late  Daron  and  make  an  example 
out  of  him  have  been  successful. 
When  getting  beaten  up  didn’t 
stop  Daron  from  raising  issues  on 
campus,  when  harassment  failed, 
people  started  circulating  the 
rumor  that  Daron  wasn’t  really 
gay  at  all,  but  a  straight  guy  who 
came  to  Bishop’s,  found  it  dull, 
and  looked  for  a  way  he  could  stir 
things  up. 

“It’s  ridiculous  that  anyone  ac¬ 
tually  believed  these  rumours,”  re¬ 
marked  Daron.  “And  what  if  the 
rumor  was  true?  Does  it  make  the 
homophobia  and  hysteria  some¬ 
how  excusable?” 

Daron  is  hoping  to  transfer  to  a 
university  in  another  city  in  time 
for  September.  “It’s  not  that  I’ve 
given  up  on  Bishop’s,”  he  said. 
“But  things  are  to  the  point  where 
gay  people  here  don’t  want  me 
around  because  my  very  notoriety 
forces  them  into  a  public  position 
they  might  not  be  ready  for.”  He  is 
considering  schools  in  Ottawa  and 
Montreal  which  already  have 
established  gay  groups. 

Daron  remains  surprisingly  op¬ 
timistic  for  someone  whose  com¬ 
ing  out  story  has  consisted  of  two 
years  of  abuse.  “Feminists  here 
used  to  get  the  same  treatment  I 
have,”  he  said.  “But  lately, 
feminist  issues  have  been  starting 
to  make  their  mark,  and  I  think 
eventually  some  gay  groups  will 
start  to  organize  in  a  positive 
way.” 


Mass.  Activists  Issue 
Call  For  NE  Conference 


By  David  Jernigan 

BOSTON,  MA  —  As  plans 
move  forward  for  a  national 
conference  for  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles 
in  April,  thirty  Eastern  Massa¬ 
chusetts  activists  have  issued  a 
“tentative”  call  for  a  New 
England  regional  conference  to 
coincide  with  Boston’s  lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  Weekend  June  19  to  21. 

The  conference  will  perform  for 
New  Englanders  a  function  similar 
to  what  the  Los  Angeles  con¬ 
ference  is  doing  nationally: 
providing  a  forum  for  people 
organizing  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  to  share  information  and 
discuss  possibilities  for  cooper¬ 
ation  and  concerted  actions. 

At  a  meeting  last  weekend  at 
Boston’s  Arlington  St.  Church, 
members  of  the  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Committee,  Am 
Tikva,  Dignity,  the  North  Shore 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  El 
Comite  Latino  de  Lesbianas  y 
Homosexuales  de  Boston,  the 
Boston  March  on  Washington 
Committee,  Boston.  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men  Against  the  Right,  and 
others  voted  to  send  a  letter  to  gay 


and  lesbian  organizations 
throughout  New  England  inviting 
their  input  on  the  conference 
proposal. 

The  letter  will  go  to  over  two 
hundred  activists  and  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  local  initiators  hope  for 
broad  represenatation  from  all  six 
New  England  states.  In  the  letter 
they  write,  “We  don’t  want  this  to 
be  ‘a  Boston  Conference’  —  we‘ 
want  it  to  be  representative  of  all 
the  groups  and  individuals  in  New 
England.” 

Beth  Kelly  of  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Pride  Committee 
expressed  the  viewpoint  of  the 
local  activists:  “It’s  real  easy  when 
you  live  in  Boston  to  think  that 
this  is  the  only  place  anything  is 
happening,  but  there  are  a  lot  of 
people  all  over  New  England  doing 
work  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 
We  don’t  know  each  other  and 
what  we’re  doing,  and  we  need  to 
so  we  can  cooperate  better,  share 
information,  and  coordinate  our 
efforts.” 

The  local  initiators  are  waiting 
to  assess  the  response  from  other 
areas  before  proceeding  with 
definite  plans.  If  the  response  is 


positive,  a  regional  planning 
meeting  will  be  held  in  April  either 
in  Boston  or  in  a  more  central 
location. 

The  last  regional  gay  and  lesbian 
conference  was  held  in  1977.  Jay 
Gilbert  of  the  North  Shore  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance  attributed 
his  group’s  interest  in  a  1981 
conference  to  the  momentum  built 
by  the  1979  March  on  Washington 
for  gay  and  lesbian  rights:  “People 
want  to  get  involved  in  something. 
There  haven’t  been  that  many 
activities  in  recent  months  — 
people  really  want  to  get  involved, 
but  nobody’s  showing  them  what 
they  can  do. 

“We  were  very  interested  in, 
worked  hard  for  and  had  a  good 
time  at  the  March  on  Washington. 
This  is  a  continuation  of  that.  I 
think  gay  people  across  the 
country  want  to  do  something 
again.  We  were  blacked  out  by  the 
press  last  time.  We  won’t  make  the 
same  mistakes  again.” 

Further  information  about  the 
conference  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  c/o  Gaitan,  P.O.  Box  365, 
Central  Square,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. 
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PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 

Sierm  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
emale  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
in  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  booklet  (Available  in  English  and  in  Spanish;  soon 
in  French.))  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  -  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  of 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
ble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx¬ 
imately  half  of  tne  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro  intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially 
those  of  the  genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  By  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design¬ 
ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal 
areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube(S>  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial¬ 
ly  avaijable  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  sup¬ 
positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan¬ 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 
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PIE  Defendants 


Continued  from  Page  1 
whole  presentation  was  based  on 
shoring-up  the  stereotypes. 
Wouldn’t  a  “reasonable”  person 
believe  that  pedophiles  only 
wanted  sex  with  children,  or  mas- 
turbatory  material?  Wouldn’t  a. 
reasonable  person  believe  that,  if 
Mr.  O’Carroll  —  unashamed  boy- 
lover  and  author  of  a  major  study 
in  defense  of  pedophilia  — 
wanted  to  change  the  law  to 
“make  his  perverted  desires 
legal,”  he  would  use  any  method 
to  encourage  those  illegal  acts? 
When  he  talked  of  “helping”  • 
pedophiles  in  their  difficulties, 
didn’t  he  really  mean  helping 
them  meet  children  who  would 
pull  their  pants  down  for  them?  I 
recall  here  a  passage  from  my  own 
book  Indecent  Assault,  written 
just  before  the  PIE  arrests:  “If  the 
sexual  component  cannot  be  con¬ 
strued,  it  must  be  created.  It  is  the 
nodal  point  of  the  (prosecutor’s) 
comprehension.  Up  to  that  point, 
everything . . .  may  perplex  or 
disturb.  But  once  the  sexuality  has 
been  imputed,  everything  that 
seemed  normal  can  now  be  made 
abnormal  and  perverse.” 

The  defense’s  case  was,  quite 
simply,  that  pedophiles  weren’t  all 
like  that.  Their  main  need  was  to 
break  out  of  their  sometimes  sui¬ 
cidal  isolation  (to  which  a  prose¬ 
cution  witness  testified)  and  PIE 
had  helped  them  do  so.  Sure, 
some  pedophiles  then  made  con¬ 
tact  with  other  pedophiles  and 
illegal  acts  may  have  been  planned 
(in  fact,  the  prosecution  failed  to 
show  that  even  one  illegal  act  be¬ 
tween  an  adult  and  a  child  had 
taken  place  thanks  to  PIE  adver¬ 
tisements).  But  this  in  no  way 
amounted  to  an  intention  by  the 
PIE  executive  that  the  law  should 
be  broken. 

Despite  a  somewhat  bumbling 
presentation,  barrister  Archer,  for 
defendants  John  Parratt  and 
Michael  Dagnall,  made  the  crucial 
point:  PIE  was  an  organization 
for  men  (only  two  members  were 
women)  who  loved  children  in  a 
huge  variety  of  ways.  The  prime 
concern  of  PIE  was  to  explore  the 
different  ways  of  love  between  the 
young  and  their  elders.  Attraction 
to  children  could  take  many  dif¬ 
ferent  forms.  “Men  attracted  to 

Berg 

Continued  from  page  1 
attorneys  E.  Carrington  Boggan 
from  Lambda,  and  Pat  Douglass, 
counsel  for  Matlovich,  began 
negotiating  with  the  navy  for 
settlement  in  Berg’s  case. 

Berg’s  struggle  with  the  navy 
began  in  the  summer  of  1975. 
While  stationed  off  the  coast  of 
Italy  on  the  U.S.S.  Little  Rock, 
Berg  was  accused  of  engaging  in 
“homosexual  acts”  off  base.  He 
acknowledged  that  some  of  the  ac¬ 
cusations  were  true  and,  following 
the  advice  of  his  superiors,  he 
submitted  a  letter  of  resignation  in 
anticipation  of  being  discharged. 
He  withdrew  his  resignation 
shortly  thereafter  and  requested  a 
hearing. 

At  a  hearing  in  January  1976, 
Berg,  whose  service  record  was  ex¬ 
cellent,  received  a  less-than- 
honorable  discharge,  which  was 
later  upgraded  to  honorable  by  the 
Chief  of  Naval  Personnel. 

Represented  by  Boggan,  Berg 
initiated  a  suit  against  the  navy  in 
the  U.S.  District  Court  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  fall  of 
1975.  In  May  1977,  the  court  dis¬ 
missed  the  complaint,  upholding 
the  navy’s  actions  as  constitution¬ 
al.  Berg  filed  his  appeal  two 
months  later. 

The  navy  placed  several  condi¬ 
tions  on  its  settlement  with  Berg 
last  month:  Berg  agreed  to  dis¬ 
continue  his  suit,  not  to  seek  re¬ 
entry  in  the  armed  forces,  and  not 
to  disclose  the  amount  of  the  set¬ 
tlement. 

Asked  why  the  navy  doesn’t 
want  the  amount  to  be  made  pub¬ 
lic,  Richter  said,  “My  sense  is  that 
the  armed  forces  don’t  want  to  set 


womdb  collect  pin-ups  and  put 
them  on  their  walls.  There’s  no¬ 
thing  pornographic  in  that.  Why 
shouldn’t  men  who  love  young 
boys  just  want  to  see  and  photo¬ 
graph  them?” 

Judge  John  Leonard  (not  Peter 
Lennon  as  I  wrote  last  week) 
moved  during  the  course  of  the 
week  from  a  partisan  position  on 
behalf  of  the  prosecution  to  a 
strictly  objective  one.  At  one 
point  he  referred  to  “matters  of 
almost  metaphysical  proportions” 
being  raised  as  points  of  law.  In¬ 
deed,  the  terms  of  the  indictment 
were  changed  no  less  than  three 
times,  to  make  them  intelligible  to 
less-than-superhuman  minds.  The 
pointlessness  of  it  all  was  lost  on 
Bench,  Prosecution  and  probably 
Defense  alike,  but  possibly  not  on 
the  jury.  After  all,  the  more  you 
have  to  sharpen  your  weapons  on 
the  battle-field,  the  blunter  they 
must  seem  in  the  first  place. 

Nonetheless,  there  was  one 
matter  which  did  deserve  far 
deeper  discussion  that  in  got  — 
and  at  a  level  the  prosecution, 
with  its  utterly  simplistic  view  of 
depravity,  couldn’t  possibly  have 
reached.  It  turned  on  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  obscenity  and  the  identifi¬ 
cation  of  pedophiles  as  “a  special 
class.”  According  to  the  defense, 
even  pornography  had  circulated 
among  PIE  members,  it  wouldn’t 
have  been  “obscene.”  For  under 
the  Obscene  Publications  Act, 
such  material  must  be  shown  to 
“deprave  and  corrupt”  —  in 
other  words,  make  more  accept¬ 
able  something  society  views  as 
undesirable.  Stuart  Sheilds,  Tom 
O’Carroll’s  barrister,  claimed  that 
pedophiles  were  already  “cor¬ 
rupted”  in  this  sense;  they  were 
already  persuaded  of  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  sex  between  adults  and 
children.  Tudor-Price,  for  his 
part,  claimed  that  many  pedo¬ 
philes  would  not  have  accepted 
the  wisdom  of  their  “perverted 
proclivities”  before  associating 
through  PIE,  therefore  PIE  effec¬ 
tively  perverted  them,  and  en¬ 
dangered  society  at  large. 

Sheilds  countered  by  arguing 
that,  on  this  definition, 
O’Carroll’s  book  Pedophilia:  The 
Radical  Case  must  itself  be  porno¬ 
graphic.  PIE  itself  must  be  de- 


a  precedent  of  making  monetary 
payments.  They  don’t  want  to 
offer  encouragment.  ...  Of 
course,  this  is  a  ridiculous  fear. 
[Considering]  the  cost  to  us,  to 
Berg,  to  everyone  involved,  this 
isn’t  a  money-making  scheme.” 

Richter  added  that  the  new  regu¬ 
lations  may  not  entirely  eliminate 
the  possibility  of  suing  the  military 
on  grounds  that  it  arbitrarily  en¬ 
forces  its  policy  of  discharging  all 
gays.  “It’s  clear  that  they’re  not 
discharging  every  [lesbian  and  gay 
man] .  There  are  lots  of  gays  in  the 
service  and  other  people  in  the 


Sticker 

Continued  from  page 3 
“The  press,  which  is  supposedly 
the  champion  of  the  freedom  of 
speech  that  I  have  been  denied  at 
Bishop’s,  has  been  making  a  joke 
of  the  whole  issue  in  snide 
editorials  and  interviews  which 
never  make  clear  any  of  the 
circumstances  surrounding  the 
issue.” 

Not  long  after  the  incident,  an 
anonymous  sticker  brigade  visited 
Bishop’s  and  covered  the  entire 
student  union  building  with 
feminist  stickers,  according  to  an 
editorial  in  Sherbrooke’s  news¬ 
paper,  The  Record. 

The  case  has  been  taken  to  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Council, 
which  is  now  reviewing  the 
situation.  Corry,  a  divorced 
mother  of  four  teenaged  children, 
hopes  to  win  her  job  back. 

On  January  29,  Corry,  who  has 


praving  and  corrupting,  since  it 
campaigned  for  changes  in  the 
law.  Wasn’t  this  ridiculous? 
Hadn’t  the  prosecution  itself 
agreed  that  PIE  was  a  legal  body, 
protected  by  the  law? 

Here  the  debate  might  have 
moved  into  the  political  arena. 
For  it  has  been  clear  over  the  past 
two  years  that  the  British  Home 
Office  and  police  do  regard  PIE  as 
a  corrupting  organization.  Hence 
the  strenuousness  with  which  they 
prosecuted  this  case  —  using  a  law 
which  has,  for  some  years,  been 
condemned  by  many  British  legal 
authorities  as  unsafe  and  undesir¬ 
able.  The  State  would  argue  that 
PIE  ought  to  have  confined  itself 
simply  to  an  academic  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  case  for  pedophilia; 
once  it  started  putting  boy-lovers 
(and  to  a  much  lesser  extent  girl- 
lovers)  in  touch  with  each  other,  it 
was  bound  to  facilitate  “corrup¬ 
tion.” 

Instead  of  arguing  that  sex  be¬ 
tween  adults  and  children  may  be 
desirable,  hence  not  corrupting 
under  the  terms  of  the  Obscene 
Publications  Act,  the  defense 
took  the  undesirable,  but  easy  way 
out;  indeed,  they  agreed  with  the 
prosecution  that  pedophilia  was 
not  only  undesirable,  but  poten¬ 
tially  harmful  to  children.  The  de¬ 
fense  case  that  goes  for  retrial  in  a 
few  weeks’  time  (probably  before 
the  same  prosecutor  and  judge) 
will  therefore  hinge  on  two  sub¬ 
missions  only:  first,  that  Messrs. 
O’Carroll,  Parratt  and  Dagnall 
did  not  intend  pornography  to 
circulate  among  PIE  advertisers; 
second  —  even  if  they  did  —  it 
was  reasonable  to  expect  that 
members  wouldn’t  be  corrupted 
any  more  than  they  were  already. 

How  strong  or  weak  the  line  of 
defense  is  will  soon  be  obvious. 
The  alternative  is  to  call  into 
question  the  very  idea  that  sex  is 
noxious,  whether  for  children  or 
adults.  It  has  as  much  chance  of 
being  admissible  (let  alone  suc¬ 
ceeding)  as  the  logical  argument 
that  kids,  and  kids  alone,  should 
test  whether  or  not  pedophiles 
debauch  and  corrupt  their  morals. 

In  other  words,  not  a  cat’s 
chance  in  hell. 


service  must  know  it.” 

“Technically,”  she  continued, 
“there  weren’t  any  exception 
clauses  [in  the  navy,  army  and 
marines]  in  the  past,  but  the 
military  made  exceptions  anyway. 
.  .  .  So  there’s  a  question  as  to 
whether  the  new  regulations  really 
are  new.  They  may  reflect  a 
stronger  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
government  in  pursuing  these 
cases  [but  attorneys  may  still  be 
able  to  challenge  discharges]  on  all 
of  the  same  grounds  as  before.” 

Berg  himself  is  not  willing  to 
comment  on  the  case  at  this  time. 


done  considerable  research  on 
pornography,  delivered  a  lecture 
and  slide  show  at  Bishop’s  on 
violence  against  women. 

“One  hundred  people  showed 
up.  I  think  that  alone  is  a  sign  that 
issues  are  being  raised  by  this 
whole  sticker  thing.  Usually  you’re 
lucky  to  get  twenty  people  out  to  a 
talk.  The  audience  was  incredibly 
supportive,  and  there  was  a  lot  of 
interest  in  a  future  workshop  on 
women  and  violence. 

“We  joke  sometimes  that  all  it 
takes  is  a  sticker  to  ‘fire  the  first 
shot  of  the  revolution.’  Yet  its 
true.  This  is  the  first  time  we’ve 
seen  such  unity  between  French 
and  English  women’s  groups,  and 
there  may  be  an  English  feminist 
publication  starting  up."  Women 
who  have  never  before  taken  any 
interest  in  feminism  are  getting 
involved  in  these  local  issues.” 


Gay  Community  News,  February  14,  1981  •  Page  5' 


Community  Voices 


decriminalize 

prostitution 

Dear  GCN, 

Thanks  for  your  article  on  “Gay  Hustlers”  by 
Michael  Anderson.  I  am  the  only  male  member  of 
the  executive  board  of  Prostitutes  of  New  York 
(PONY),  a  group  made  up  of  straight  women,  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  males  who  are  prostitutes.  We  are 
fighting  to  decriminalize  prostitution,  that  is,  to 
be  able  to  say  when,  where  and  how,  without  the 
state  telling  us  what  to  do  with  our  own  bodies. 
We  don’t  want  the  government  to  be  our  pimp  — 
either  by  charging  us  fines  (as  they  do  now)  or  by 
setting  up  the  rules  by  which  we  would  be  “al¬ 
lowed”  to  walk  down  a  street. 

Under  the  current  laws,  prostitutes  and  sus¬ 
pected  prostitutes  are  jailed,  beaten  and  even 
raped  by  the  police,  with  no  place  to  turn. 
Madams  and  gays  who  run  services  are  charged 
with  “promoting  prostitution”  when  it  is  poverty 
that  promotes  it.  Prostitution  laws  have  also  been 
used  to  close  down  gay  bars. 

Much  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  in¬ 
volves  itself  only  with  (white)  middle  class  issues 
and  ignores  our  plight.  Worse  yet,  movement 
groups  endorse  “pro-gay”  politicians  who  want 
to  increase  the  penalties  against  us!  I  hope  that 
GCN  will  continue  to  air  this  issue  and  continue 
to  let  us  speak  up  for  ourselves  on  this  subject. 
Sincerely, 

Robert  D’Avanzo 
New  York,  NY 

P.S.  PONY  ,  may  be  reached  care  of  Gay 
Activists  Alliance,  PO  Box  2,  New  York, 
NY  10014. 


serving  the  same 
boss 

Letters: 

Enjoyed  your  piece  on  Gay  Prostitution.  Serv¬ 
ing  a  boss,  a  husband  or  a  parent  isn’t  much 
different  —  it  just  pays  less  while  offering  a  closet 
in  return  for  our  labor.  As  a  feminist,  I  object  to 
the  arrest  of  prostitutes.  We  must  all  stand 
together  to  get  the  damn  cops  out  of  our  lives. 
Prostitutes  only  do  for  money  what  every  woman 
is  told  to  do  for  free! 

Veronica  Thompson 
Weehawken,  NJ 

take  him  by  the 
hand 

Dear  GCN, 

Since  I  have  put  my  name  in  GCN  and  received 
my  first  paper,  I  have  only  received  two  letters. 

But  the  one  that  pissed  me  off  was  the  one  1 
received  from  New  York.  It  was  from  some  Bible 
belt  hypocrite. 

He  sent  me  an  envelope  full  of  tracts  about 
homosexuality.  Well,  I  have  this  to  say  to  who¬ 
ever  he  is  (The  person  that’s  got  nothing  better  to 
do  than  get  the  GCN  to  see  who  he  can  run  down 
should  take  a  damn  good  look  at  himself).  He 
probably  is  gay  or  bi,  but  one  thing  he’s  not  and 
that’s  straight.  He  should  help  himself  before  he 
tries  to  help  someone  else.  If  he’s  afraid  someone 
will  know  him  he  should  move  to  a  new  residence 
and  let  his  hair  down  and  join  us  swingers.  Maybe 
he  needs  some  gay  to  take  him  by  the  hand. 

Thank  you  for  printing  this.  Maybe  he  will  see 
the  light. 

Richard  Credillo  81921 
JHCC  Box  548 
Lexington,  OK  73051 


quotas 

Dear  GCN  Readers, 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  31  in  Boston  I  attended  a 
meeting  of  people  interested  in  the  national 
conference  on  lesbian  and  gay  rights  to  be  held  in 
Los  Angeles  in  April.  (The  conference  is  being 
called  by  the  remnants  of  the  national  March  on 
Washington  organization.)  We  were  told  that 
Massachusetts  had  to  get  itself  six  delegates,  three 
of  whom  had  to  be  women  and  two  of  whom  had 
to  be  people  of  color.  It  seemed  that  finding  six 
people  of  any  sex  or  color  who  would  be  up  to  the 
task  of  representing  Massachusetts  in  LA  would 
not  be  easy.  We  decided  to  have  an  election  on 
February  22  (watch  GCN  for  time  and  place)  and 
to  somehow  solicit  a  pool  on  nominees  to  run  for 
the  six  delegate  slots. 

This  announcement  of  quotas  brought  other 
groups  to  mind  that  aren’t  acknowledged  in  such 
a  way.  Why  is  it  that  women  and  people  of  color 
are  the  only  ‘disenfranchised’  groups  given 
specific  quotas?  Surely  it  is  equally  important  for 
the  vitality  and  survival  of  our  movement  to  have 
youth,  older  people,  and  the  physically  chal¬ 
lenged  as  active  participants  in  a  national  confer¬ 
ence,  at  least  in  the  same  proportion  as  they  are  in 
the  population  as  a  whole.  It  was  due  to  the  vocal 
and  well-organized  contingents  of  women  and 
people  of  color  at  the  Philadelphia  conference 
that  decided  to  have  a  march  that  quotas  for  these 
groups  were  established.  And  it  will  not  be  until 
older,  younger  and  physically  challenged  lesbians 
and  gays  are  organized  and  powerful  forces  that 
conference  planners  will  feel  it  necessary  to 
include  them  and  other  overlapping  ‘minorities’ 
via  mandatory  quotas. 

To  the  many  disenfranchised  groups  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  physically  and  chronologically 
different;  socialists,  conservatives,  transvestites, 
girls  who  love  women,  women  who  love  girls, 
anarchists,  boys  who  love  men,  men  who  love 
boys,  and  transpeople  across  the  country:  you 
should  run  for  delegate  positions  at  the  Los 
Angeles  conference  in  April,  ESPECIALLY 
SINCE  THERE  ARE  NO  QUOTAS  TO 
INSURE  YOUR  PARTICIPATION. 

Dee  Michel 
Cambridge,  MA 

not  that  kind  of  man 

Dear  Editor  and  Proofreaders: 

Due  to  some  mixup  at  your  end  of  the  line,  a 
personal  opinion  of  my  own  was  attributed  to  Dr. 
Daniel  Alkofer.  I  refer  to  the  statement: 
“Though  just  recently,  a  private  theatre  group, 
composed  of  the  more  “liberal”  members  of  the 
English  and  some  of  the  other  departments,  have 
started  rehearsing  a  play  by  Alan  Steinberg  (a 
New  Yorker  in  the  English  department)  which  has 
one  of  the  more  blatantly  homophobic  swishy 
faggot  characters  that  I’ve  seen  in  recent  years.” 
Dr.  Alkofer  is  irritated  with  me  and  rightly  so,  if  l 
had  made  the  mistake.  However,  checking  my 
own  copies,  I  found  this  opinion  was  included  in  a 
footnote,  NOT  attributed  to  Dr.  Alkofer.  He  is 
not  the  kind  of  man  who  would  make  such  an 
unprofessional  remark  about  a  colleague. 

K.F.  Huck 
Pocatello,  ID 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


a  priestly  class 

Dear  GCN, 

The  lesbian  and  gay  community  is  potentially 
the  most  powerful  minority  in  history.  Every 
other  minority,  from  the  Irish,  Jewish  and  Italian 
immigrants  of  the  19th  and  early  20th  centuries  to 
the  blacks  and  hispanics  of  today  has  had  to  fight 
and  is  still  fighting  to  achieve  integration.  But  we 
lesbians  and  gay  people  come  integrated.  If  the 
majority  of  gay  people  were  out,  every  race,  every 
religion,  every  ethnic  group,  economic  division, 
political  faction  and  special  interest,  every 
profession,  every  institution,  every  community, 
every  family  would  have  to  deal  with  the  natural 
human  gay  reality  simultaneously.  Our  sheer 
universality  would  defeat  any  opposition. 

As  a  veteran  activist  (I  was  one  of  the  fir«*  gay 
men  to  successfully  oppose  the  denial  of  indus¬ 
trial  security  clearance  by  the  defense  department 
in  the  mid-seventies),  I  confess  that  I  have  often 
been  impatient  with  the  readiness  of  the  vast 
majority  of  lesbians  and  gay  people  to  deny  their 
nature  publicly.  But  it  has  recently  occurred  to  me 
that  there  may  be  an  underlying  reason  for  this 
which  most  of  us  haven’t  faced  up  to. 

It  may  well  be  that  most  lesbians  and  gay 
people  are  not  in  the  closet  because  they’re  afraid 
of  coming  out  to  mother,  the  boss  and  the  neigh¬ 
bors.  They  are  afraid  of  coming  out  to  mother, 
the  boss  and  the  neighbors,  but  the  urge  to  be 
themselves  would  override  those  fears  if  they 
didn’t  have  to  deal  with  the  prostituted  and 
pornographic  image,  the  pink  pages  in  the  Advo¬ 
cate  and  the  general  impression  that  gay  people 
care  for  little  besides  sex,  all  of  which  are  fostered 
by  the  sexually  obsessed  minority  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

It  may  well  be  that  the  vast  majority  of  lesbians 
and  gay  people,  without  undervaluing  sex,  value 
chastity  and  the  quality  of  their  love  above  sex, 
and  that,  consequently,  coming  out  to  the  oppo¬ 
site  image  seems  more  a  denial  of  self  to  them 
than  staying  in  the  closet. 

Imagine  for  a  moment  what  it  would  be  like  if 
homosexuals  had  the  reputation  of  being  more 
faithful  and  sexually  disciplined  than  hetero¬ 
sexuals.  We  would  be  looked  up  to  as  models  of 
probity  and  virtue,  a  priestly  class,  instead  of  the 
opposite,  since  all  societies,  past  and  present, 
have  respected  sexual  restraint  in  individuals. 

In  my  opinion,  we  will  never  come  into  our  own 
and  win  equal  rights  until  we  clean  up  our  act,  not 
for  show  or  any  other  external  reason,  but  be¬ 
cause  the  vast  majority  of  lesbians  and  gay  people 
will  have  it  no  other  way. 

Bill  Agosto 
Somerset,  NJ 

the  war  is  over 

Beloved  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

I  sit  here  at  my  desk,  feeling  like  I  want/should 
write  something.  Something  about  people,  some¬ 
thing  about  us.  The  words  of  Harvey  Milk  stick  in 
my  head  —  “No  more  dreaming,  the  time  has 
come  to  awake!”  Never  have  any  words  been 
more  appropriate  for  how  I  am  feeling.  We  must 
begin  to  realize  and  appreciate  our  heritage  as  gay 
people.  We  have  been  persecuted  throughout  his¬ 
tory;  stoned  by  the  Hebrews,  burned  by  the  inqui¬ 
sition,  mass  murdered  by  the  Third  Reich, 
castrated,  lobotomized,  imprisoned  .  .  .Enough! 
In  1980,  only  last  year,  too  many  of  our  brothers 
were  senselessly  murdered.  Enough!  Just  how  far 
have  we  really  come?  It  is  time  to  awake. 
Brother/Sister-hood  is  ziotv/We  must  stop  fight¬ 
ing  and  start  loving.  You  become  what  you  resist. 
I  am  tired  of  fighting,  I  don’t  want  to  do  it  any 
more,  not  even  for  my/our  rights  (because  deep 
inside,  we  all  already  have  them,  we  just  think  we 
don’t  because  our  oppressors  tell  us  so!)  I  want 
more  than  anything  in  the  world  to  love  every  per¬ 
son  I  meet,  to  greet  everyone  with  a  smile  and  a 
kiss,  and  a  hug.  I  want  to  fly,  I  want  all  of  us  to 
fly,  so  that  when  the  whole  economic-political 
system  collapses  from  its  own  negative  energy,  we 
can  join  hands  and  fly  away  from  this  world,  and 
create  one  full  of  peace  and  love,  and  light.  Each 
of  us  is  a  promise,  waiting  to  be  fulfilled,  each  of 
us  is  a  seed,  waiting  to  awaken.  And  when  that 
seed  begins  to  grow,  nothing  can  stop  it,  not  op¬ 
pression,  not  hate,  not  even  death.  And  it/we  will 
grow  and  grow  and  grow  until  we  all  become  the 
beautiful,  loving,  understanding,  winged  crea¬ 
tures  whom  we  really  are.  Brothers  and  Sisters 
united,  flying  hand  in  hand,  through  space  and 
time,  towards  the  Light! 
in  the  spirit  of  peace, 

Thom  A.  Wilson  Rock 
Hanover,  NH 


so  there 

Friends, 

Your  reviewer  thought  that  “Billy’s  Night 
Out,”  Howard  Cruse’s  contribution  to  Gay 
Comix,  was  too  wordy,  Well,  /  thought  “Billy’s 
Night  Out”  broke  new  ground  extending  to  the 
medium  of  comics  techniques  long  used  in  novels 
and  the  movies.  So,  pooie  on  your  reviewer. 

Bill  Fishman 
Los  Angeles,  CA 

history  repeats 

Dear  GCN  readers: 

In  light  of  recent  right-wing  attacks  on  lesbians 
and  gay  men  I  thought  you’d  like  to  see  this  New 
York  Times  story  of  June  3,  1936  (p.  46,  col.  2): 

The  story  describes  an  attack  on  William 
Haines  and  twenty  friends,  near  Manhattan 
Beach,  California,  led,  apparently,  by  a  group 
named  “The  White  Legion.” 

If  anyone  has  further  documented  information 
about  this,  or  if  any  of  the  victims  in  the  incident 
can  tell  us  about  it,  I’m  sure  we’d  all  be  most  in¬ 
terested. 

HAINES,  EX-FILMSTAR , 

IS  BEATEN  BY  A  MOB 

Jeering  Men  and  Women  Drive 
Him  and  20  Friends  From 
California  Beath. 


LOS  ANGELES.  June  2  UP).- A 
shouting,  jeering  mob,  about  100 
men  and  women,  aeverely  beat 
William  Haines,  former  motion 
picture  star,  and  Jimmy  Shields,  a 
companion,  near  Manhattan  Beach 
and  drove  them  'and  nineteen 
friends  out  of  town,  a  Sheriff's  re¬ 
port  said  today. 

The  attacks  occurred  Sunday 
night,  according  to  a  report  to  the 
Vermont  substation  of  the  Sheriff’s 
office. 

At  his  antique  and  interior  dec¬ 
orating  shop  in  Hollywood  today, 
Haines  declared  he  did  not  know 
the  reason  for  the  mob’s  acts. 

“It  was  a  lynch  mob  all  right," 
he  said.  “Some  wild,  untrue  rumor 
must  have  stirred  them  up.  It 
might  have  been  some  sort  of  clan 
or  secret  organization.'' 

Several  men  in  the  'Manhattan 
Beach  area  said  today  they  were 
mlembers  of  an  organization  known 
as  “The  White  Legion"  and  that 
they  aided  in  the  demonstration. 
Others  openly  boasted  on  the 
streets  of  participating  in  the  dis¬ 
turbance. 

The  •  Sheriff’s  substation  report 
■aid  Haines  was  knocked  4own 
and  both  his  eyes  blacked,  and 
Shields  was  cut  and  bruised  se¬ 
verely. 

Haines's  new  automobile  was 
inieared  with  spoiled  tomatoes.  He, 
Shields  and  three  friends,  week-end 
visitors,  were  shoved  into  the  car 
ind  ordered  out  of  town,  the  report 
>ald. 

The  other  sixteen  fnends  Included 
ivwmen  in  a  house  near  the  Haines 
leach  place,  and  eleven  men  who 
appeared  as  guests  at  a  party. ar¬ 
ranged  for  that  night  at  Haines’s 
place. _ _ 

Jonathan  Katz, 
c/o  Raines  and  Raines 
475  Fifth  Ave. 

New  York,  NY  10017 

typed  and 
double-spaced 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  let¬ 
ters  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  with¬ 
held  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Want  to  be  Out  at  Work? 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Manager.  Ad¬ 
vertising  or  sales  experience  as  well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women  and  men  in  advertising  neces¬ 
sary.  Low  salary  &  medical  benefits.  Work  in  progressive  lesbian/gay 
environment!  Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man,  Managing  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  02108. 
(61 7)  426-4469. 
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The  New  Right  Attacks  Childhood  Sexuality:  A  Canadian  Perspective 


The  following  is  a  talk  given  to  the  participants  of  a 
conference  sponsored  by  the  North  American  Man/ 
Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  held  in  Boston  on 
December  6,  1980.  The  speaker,  Alexander  Wilson,  is 
a  staff  member  of  The  Body  Politic  which  is  an  English 
language  Canadian  gay  publication. 

By  Alexander  Wilson 

I  want  to  comment  today  on  recent  events  and  public  dis¬ 
cussion  around  the  issue  of  pedophilia  in  Canada,  and  in 
particular  how  the  issue  has  been  used  by  the  media  and 
others  as  a  sensational  issue,  as  a  tool  to  invite  attacks  on  the 
gay  community  at  large.  I’m  also  going  to  go  on  to  talk 
briefly  about  what  strategies  these  events  suggest  to  the  gay 
and  lesbian  movement. 

I’ll  begin  with  the  year  1977.  That's  the  year  of  what  Pat 
Califia  calls  “The  Great  Kiddy  Porn  Panic"  in  the  United 
States.  It’s  also  the  year  a  lot  of  us  in  Canada  sat  up  and  took 
notice  of  the  gathering  strength  of  the  New  Right.  It  was 
the  year  Anita  Bryant  won  victory  in  Dade  County,  and  was 
invited  to  make  a  Canadian  tour.  It  was  the  year  of  the 
Revere,  Massachusetts  scandal.  It  was  the  year,  too,  that 
those  of  us  working  at  The  Body  Politic ,  felt  the  direct  hand 
of  the  state. 

The  Body  Politic  was  raided  in  late  December  1977  by 
cops  from  the  Morality  Squad  of  the  Toronto  police  and  the 
Pornography  Squad  of  the  Provincial  Police.  After  a  three 
and  a  half  hour  search,  they  seized  12  shipping  crates  of 
material,  including  corporate  records,  stationery,  subscrip¬ 
tion  lists,  lists  of  donors,  chequebooks,  distribution  and 
advertising  records,  manuscripts  for  publication,  and 
personal  mail.  Five  days  later,  two  criminal  charges  were 
laid,  one  for  the  possession  of  obscene  material  for  the 
purposes  of  distribution.  That  was  several  copies  of  the  gay 
sex  manual  Loving  Man,  which  was  available  from  a  mail¬ 
order  book  service  we  used  to  have.  The  other  charge:  “Use 
of  the  mails  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  anything  that  is 
obscene,  indecent,  immoral,  or  scurrilous.”  The  matter  in 
question  was  the  December  1977  issue  of  The  Body  Politic 
and  in  particular  an  article  entitled  “Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men.”  It  was  an  article  that  described,  in  what  most 
of  us  have  come  to  think  of  as  an  inadequate  way ,  a  number 
of  relationships  between  men  and  young  boys.  Its  under¬ 
standing  of  these  relationships  was  limited,  for  they  were 
invariably  defined  on  the  terms  of  the  adults  with  whom 
most  of  the  interviews  were  conducted.  In  any  case,  few  sus¬ 
pected  that  such  a  standard  piece  of  sociological  journalism 
would  receive  the  notoriety  it  eventually  did,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  such  clumsy  scrutiny  at  the  hands  of  the  arbitors  of 
justice. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  spectre  of  so-called  child  moles¬ 
tation  is  a  powerful  one.  In  the  summer  of  1977,  four 
months  before  the  raid  on  The  Body  Politic,  Emanuel 
Jaques,  a  12-year  old  Portuguese  shoeshine  boy,  was  mur¬ 
dered  by  three  men  in  Toronto’s  equivalent  of  the  Combat 
Zone.  It  was  alleged  that  they  had  forced  him  into  posing 
nude  for  pictures,  then  raped  him  and  then  drowned  him 
in  a  sink.  The  details  of  the  murder,  and  of  the  murderers, 
are  of  little  concern  to  us  here,  but  what  is  of  concern  of 
course  is  what  was  made  of  the  incident  by  the  media,  and 
the  resultant  distorted  image  that  came  to  shape  public 
opinion. 

A  murder  that  would  likely  have  gone  unnoticed  by  the 
media  were  the  victim,  as  is  usually  the  case,  a  girl,  quickly 
became  in  their  eyes  a  “homosexual  murder,”  a  “homo¬ 
sexual  orgy-murder,”  a  “homosexual  child  sex  and  death 
rite,”  and  so  on.  Editorials  in  the  dailies  pinned  the 
responsibilty  on  the  permissive  and  perverse  and  decadent 
gay  community.  When  The  Body  Politic  later  published  an 
article  that  we  hoped  would  at  the  very  least  provide  some 
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data,  so  that  the  discussion  could  move  forward,  a  specific 
target  became  available.  Claire  Hoy,  a  columnist  for  the 
Toronto  Sun,  a  daily  tabloid  whose  programme  is  roughly 
that  of  the  American  National  Enquirer  or  the  British  News 
of  the  World,  wrote  a  number  of  articles  with  titles  such  as 
“Our  Taxes  Help  Homosexuals  Promote  Abuse  of  Chil¬ 
dren”  and  “Kids,  Not  Rights,  Their  Craving."  This  seemed 
to  be  enough  to  get  Tory  Attorney  General  Roy  McMurty 
—  who,  curiously  enough,  is  Honourary  Chairman  of  Tor¬ 
onto  Big  Brothers  —  to  launch  an  investigation  into  the 
magazine.  He  ordered  the  raid  by  the  Morality  Squad  —  a 
veritable  Green  Berets  whose  counterparts  in  Manitoba  re¬ 
cently  had  removed  from  all  bookstores  copies  of  the  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex  and  the  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex,  after  an  alleged  com¬ 
plaint  from  a  woman  who  claims  to  have  picked  them  up 
thinking  they  were  the  Joy  of  Cooking. 

This  harassment  and  intimidation  —  frequently  posing 
as  a  crusade  to  save  “children”  from  “abuse"  —  continues  to 
the  present  day.  In  early  1978,  Anita  Bryant  was  asked  to 
make  a  Canadian  tour,  by  the  Reverend  Ken  Campbell,  a 
neo-Christian  minister  ordained  in  Tennessee.  Campbell  is 
the  president  of  a  charitable  organization  calling  itself 
Renaissance  Canada,  a  pro-life,  pro-family,  pro-God  group 
with  close  ties  to  Jerry  Falwell’s  Moral  Majority.  Campbell 
was  a  crown  witness  in  The  Body  Politic  trial.  So  was  Claire 
Hoy.  In  late  1978,  Hoy  and  the  Sun  attacked  the  Ontario 
Arts  Council  for  awarding  The  Body  Politic  an  operating 
grant  of  $1650  (little  more  than  1%  of  our  budget).  “It’s  a 
smutty  publication,”  they  wrote,  “one  that  encourages  the 
homosexual  seduction  and  corruption  of  children." 

After  a  long  trial  at  which  the  Crown  brought  forward 
every  right-wing  bigot  and  crackpot  psychiatrist  they  could 
lay  hands  on  (some  of  them  even  cried  on  the  stand,  “for 
the  sake  of  the  children”).  The  Body  Politic  was  acquitted. 
The  Crown  appealed  the  decision.  I  might  point  out  that 
American  law  doesn’t  provide  for  appeal  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution.  In  any  case,  the  Crown  won  the  second  round 
last  winter:  our  acquittal  was  struck  down  and  a  retrial 
ordered.  The  Body  Politic  has  since  appealed  that  decision 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ontario  —  and  we  are  still  waiting 
for  a  court  date  to  be  set.  If  we  win  again  this  time,  the 
Crown  can  keep  trying  to  get  us  on  up  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada.  Meanwhile,  the  cops  still  have  most  of 
the  materials  seized  in  the  raid  three  years  ago. 

I  ought  to  mention  in  passing  that  there  persists  in  Anglo 
Canada,  as  there  does  in  certain  parts  of  the  States,  a  tradi¬ 
tion  of  prudery  and  intolerance.  To  enumerate  a  few  exam¬ 
ples  in  order  to  set  these  other  things  in  context:  A  year  or 
two  ago,  Hamilton,  the  fifth  largest  centre  in  Canada, 
nearly  passed  a  bylaw  requiring  that  all  erotic  literature  — 
this  apparently  included  parts  of  Shakespeare  and  Joyce  — 
be  sold  in  specially  licensed  "parlours,”  in  opaque 
wrappers,  on  shelves  at  least  four  feet  from  the  floor  —  so  as 
not  to  contaminate  our  youth,  you  see.  This  past  fall,  a 
group  of  students  at  Bishop’s  University  in  the  Eastern 
Townships  of  Quebec,  burned  all  available  copies  of  the 
students’  handbook  because  it  had  listed  and  promoted  the 
campus  gay  group.  Renaissance  Canada  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  campaigning  —  with  some  success  —  for  the 
removal  of  Catcher  in  the  Rye  and  other  books  from  read¬ 
ing  lists  and  libraries  in  rural  areas  of  Ontario.  The  ruthless 
practices  of  the  Ontario  Film  Censor  Board  are  by  now  the 
laughing  stock  of  most  of  the  world.  Scenes  that  contain 
more  flesh  or  affection  than  they  find  savoury  are  simply 
hacked  out  of  the  film  before  it  is  released.  In  the  past  two 
years,  Louis  Malle's  Pretty  Baby,  Bertolucci’s  Luna,  and 
Volker  SchlondorfF s  The  Tin  Drum  have  been  banned  in 
Ontario  because  they  address  childhood  sexuality.  This  has 
effectively  presented  their  being  distributed  anywhere  in 
Canada. 
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Montreal:  machine-gun  raid,  thousands  riot 
Peterborough:  burglars  and  ballots 


I  should  also  mention  that  cops  in  Ontario  and  Quebec 
have  been  arresting  people  for  street  park  cruising,  'and 
they’ve  also  arrested  both  owners  and  patrons  of  a  number 
of  bars  and  baths  in  Toronto  and  Montreal  under  federal 
“bawdy  house"  laws.  Two  men  in  Toronto  have  been 
charged  under  these  laws  for  having  sex  with  other  men  in 
their  own  homes. 

But  to  come  back  to  young  people.  Last  summer,  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Education  opened  hearings  on  estab¬ 
lishing  a  liaision  committee  with  the  gay  community  for 
the  purpose  of  monitoring  instances  of  discrimination 
against  both  students  and  staff  on  the  basis  of  their  sexual 
orientation;  and,  it  was  hoped,  to  begin  discussions  that 
would  move  toward  our  having  some  input  in  sex  education 
curricula.  Liaison  committees  already  exist  between  the 
Board  and  the  West  Indian  community,  the  women's 
movement,  and  so  forth.  There  were  a  number  of  meet¬ 
ings,  and  submissions  on  the  part  of  gay  teachers  and 
students  and  organizatons  were  countered  by  apocalyptic 
denudations  on  the  part  of  Bible-toting  mothers  and 
fathers  expertly  organized  by  the  right,  who  it  seems  have 
learned  a  few  iessons  from  the  corporate  media’s  coverage 
of  the  schools  issue  in  San  Francisco.  What  a  sad  display  of 
unfortunate  ideas  those  meetings  were.  Here  are  a  couple 
of  sections  of  a  brief  from  a  group  called  Concerned  Citi¬ 
zens  of  Toronto: 

Heterosexuality  is  the  biological  given  or  norm  and’  is 
the  birthright  of  every  child.  It  is  the  natural  form  of 
sexual  expression  and  is  the  basis  of  Ultimate  Truth  or 
Reality.  It  can  even  be  demonstrated  at  the  level  of  sub¬ 
atomic  particles,  in  the  form  of  a  negative/  positive 
charge  polarity.  It  is  the  Truth  or  Principle  on  which  the 
whole  of  creation  is  based. 

Homosexuality  is  a  psychosexual  disorder,  including 
faulty  perception  and  cognition.  There  is  sufficient  psy¬ 
chological  and  psychoanalytical  data  to  substantiate 
this  statement,  despite  the  fact  that  sexual  perverts  and 
their  supporters  choose  to  deny  or  ignore  the  existence 


relinquishing  their  birthright  to  procreate,  homosex¬ 
uals/lesbians  are  painfully  aware  of  this.  Consequent¬ 
ly,  their  only  objective  in  the  schools  is  RECRUITMENT. 
Through  the  voice  of  The  Body  Politic  and  other  homo¬ 
sexual  publications,  the  perverts  have  also  stated  their 
intention  to  pursue  the  abolition  of  the  law  regarding 
age  of  consent  for  sexual  activity.  It  is  abundantly  clear 
that  PEDERASTY  is  the  hand  in  the  glove  of  RECRUIT¬ 
MENT,  under  the  guise  of  "counselling." 

This  is  my  favourite  part: 

The  deliberate  attempt  to  confuse  a  child  about  his  or 
her  sexual  identity  is  a  violation  of  the  child's  birthright 
to  growth  to  full  humanness  and  is  tantamount  to  child 
abuse. 

Here’s  another  submission  to  the  Board  —  and  one  shud- 
•  ders  to  think  that  this  comes  from  people  entrusted  to  teach 
the  young  about  their  bodies: 

It  is  intolerable  that  we  are  being  forced  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  not  to  discriminate  against  deluded  indivi¬ 
duals  who  insist  that  the  male  rectum  or  defacating 
organ  is  a  "vagina"  and  that  the  female  vulva  has  a 
"penis"  attached  to  it,  with  oil  the  concomitant  dis¬ 
turbances  —  physical,  emotional,  mental  and  social  — 
that  this  deviation  from  truth  entails.  Worse  still,  we  are 
being  coerced  into  giving  these  deluded  individuals 
special  protection  and  special  privileges  and  are  even 
being  coerced  into  allowing  them  to  propogate  their 
delusons  amongst  our  children. 

Perhaps  needless  to  say,  the  liaison  committee  was 
scrapped.  It  was  sabotaged  from  within  by  terrified  liberal 
members  of  the  Board.  Those  few  trustees  who  did  vote  in 
favour  of  the  committee  were  targeted  by  the  right  for 
defeat  in  the  November  municipal  elections.  Some  of  the 
Gang  of  Nine,  as  they  came  to  be  known,  were  in  fact 
defeated,  even  in  ordinarily  progressive  wards.  These  are 
the  same  tactics  used  against  liberal  and  pro-abortion  sen¬ 
ators  and  congressmen  in  the  recent  US  election.  “Think 
About  It,”  a  flyer  from  an  organization  called  Positive 
Parents  warned,  “These  nine  trustees  voted  to  allow  mili¬ 
tant  homosexuals  and  lesbians  into  your  schools  to  seek  re¬ 
cruits  from  among  y  our  children.  Your  children  are  the  bait 
in  this  deadly  game  of  gay  power  politics.”  Other  groups, 
with  names  like  the  Moderate  Majority,  Parents  Against 
Perverts,  Renaissance  Canada,  the  League  Against  Homo¬ 
sexuals,  Right  to  Life,  and  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  canvassed  for 
the  defeat  of  progressive  and  reform  candidates,  ran  candi¬ 
dates  themselves,  and  distributed  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  flyers,  pamphlets  and  tabloids.  A  so-called  "Fact  Sheet 
on  Homosexuality”  talks  about  our  being  promiscuous, 
spreading  disease,  and  all  but  eating  children.  Here’s  a 
pamphlet  we  got  under  our  door  at  home,  entitled  “Queers 
Do  Not  Produce:  They  Seduce”: 

It  may  be  a  good  idea  to  have  queers  and  their  perver¬ 
sions  declared  a  crime  ogainst  nature,  with  stiff  manda¬ 
tory  prison  terms  ...  If  you  are  revolted  and  sickened 
by  the  very  subject  of  queers  and  their  perversions,  if 
the  thought  of  having  your  child  or  any  child  kidnapped, 
tortured,  raped  repeatedly  and  finally  murdered  by  sex¬ 
ually  depraved  deviates  that  now  prowl  our  schools, 
theatres,  shopping  malls,  public  parks,  steambaths, 
public  washrooms,  and  taverns,  then  you  will  support 
the  League  Against  Homosexuals.  .  .  .  REMEMBER,  THE 
GAY  RIGHTS  MOVEMENT  WANTS  THE  LEGAL  RIGHT  TO 
SEDUCE  OUR  CHILDREN!  What  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it .  .  .will  you  help  us,  even  if  you  yourself  do  not 
have  children,  think  of  us  that  do,  and  please,  above  all, 
think  of  the  poor  young  children.  Would  you  want  them 


to  be  the  "blood"  of  sexually  deprived  vampires.  .  .  ?  ? 

Anyway,  several  school  trustees  lost,  Canada's  first  openly 
gay  candidate  for  city  alderman  lost,  city  council  shifted 
considerably  to  the  right,  and  the  recently-elected,  pro¬ 
gressive,  principled  and  pro-gay  mayor  was  turned  out  of 
office.  Many  of  the  groups  I've  mentioned  have  promised 
to  continue  their  efforts  in  the  next  election. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  all  of  these  recent  events  in 
Canada  are  interconnected.  I  think  too  that  the  struggles 
that  are  taking  place  around  childhood  sexuality,  children's 
rights,  and  relations  between  adults  and  youth  (and  I  mean 
all  relations  between  adults  and  youth  —  social  and 
economic  as  well  as  sexual)  are  occurring  with  greater  fre¬ 
quency  are  more  or  less  the  same  struggle.  I’m  always  afraid 
that  I'll  leave  the  impression  that  these  attacks  on  oppo¬ 
sitional  sexualities  are  restricted  to  some  puritanical  north- 
land.  But  it’s  not  only  in  Ontario  that  books  are  being 
banned:  a  lot  of  libraries  here  in  the  States  are  being  pres¬ 
sured  by  the  right  to  remove  books  from  their  shelves  and 
from  school  curricula.  Brave  New  World'm  North  Carolina, 
One  Blew  Over  the  Cuckoo's  Nest  in  Ohio  —  to  mention 
only  two  recent  cases  reported  by  the  American  Library  As¬ 
sociation.  In  some  cases  libraries  are  being  asked  to  keep 
records  of  who  checks  out  certain  kinds  of  books.  Just  as  in 
Toronto  there's  raised  a  great  hue  and  cry  when  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  the  schools  are  mentioned  in  the  same  breath , 
and  the  press  is  silenced  on  the  issue  of  pedophilia,  so  the 
same  things  are  happening  elsewhere.  The  full  power  of  the 
British  state  (and  that’s  a  considerable  power  under  Mar¬ 
garet  Thatcher)  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  Pedophile 
Information  Exchange  in  London,  which  goes  to  court  next 
month  on  charges  of  “conspiracy  to  corrupt  the  public 
morals."  Those  of  you  from  Boston  will  recall  the  similar 
witchhunt  here  a  couple  of  years  ago,  which  has  been  splen¬ 
didly  documented  in  Mitzel’s  new  book  [The  Boston  Sex 
Scandal,  Glad  Day  Books]. 

Lastly,  it’s  very  plain  —  to  me  at  least  —  that  these 
attacks  are  coming  from  the  same  kinds  of  places:  from  the 
state,  first  of  all,  and  from  any  number  of  neo-conservative, 
neo-religious,  and  in  some  cases  out  and  out  neo-fascist 
organizations.  And  I  think  we  can  expect,  in  the  years  of 
the  Reagan  regime  before  us,  that  these  organizations  will 
further  consolidate  themselves,  and  gain  yet  further  power. 

Some  struggles  are  plainly  more  important  than  others. 
Some  things  can  be  accomodated  by  the  state.  In  Ontario, 
for  example,  the  liberal  establishment  has  vociferously 
called  for  the  dismantling  of  the  Film  Censor  Board  —  and 
in  the  meantime  people  are  busy  setting  up  private  film 
societies  that  will,  evidently,  get  round  the  law  anyway. 
Too,  things  like  book  banning,  and  for  that  matter  book 
burning,  will  probably  meet  with  great  opposition  from 
the  populace  at  large.  There’s  also  talk  now  in  Ottawa 
about  amending  age  of  consent  laws  to  create,  what  has 
been  called,  “free  zones”  —  they’re  called  “ladders”  in 
Canada  —  that  will  allow  young  people  to  have  sex  with 
someone  up  to  three  years  their  senior.  So,  obviously,  some 
of  these  things  will  change  in  the  next  few  years. 

Yet  just  as  obviously,  it  seems  to  me,  the  disenfranchised 
status  of  youth  is  too  central  to  the  organization  of  this 
society  for  change  to  be  allowed  —  for  it  would  mean 
radical  change.  So  it’s  on  the  this  issue  —  among  others  — 
that  we  part  ways  with  both  the  liberals  and,  I'm  sorry  to 
say,  with  the  mainstream  gay  movement,  which  seems  un¬ 
willing  to  assume  the  responsibility  to  research,  to  debate, 
to  educate  on  any  number  of  marginal  issues  —  pedo¬ 
philia,  pornography,  prostitution,  S&M,  and  so  on.  Wit¬ 
ness  the  shameful  complicity  with  the  cops  of  Elaine  Noble 
in  the  Revere  case,  or,  until  very  recently,  the  silence  of  the 
gay  press  on  many  of  these  issues.  To  be  fair,  it  should  be 


said  that  the  movement  is  retrenching  on  these  issues  in  the 
face  of  not  only  attacks  from  the  right,  but  a  very  profound 
economic  crisis  in  Western  society. 

These  bleak  circumstances  suggest  certain  strategies  for 
pedophiles.  Our  first  task  has  to  be  to  reestablish  a  dialogue 
with  the  gay  movement,  and  with  the  women's  movement. 
We  have  a  lot  of  educational  and  political  work  to  do.  Once 
that  discussion  begins  —  and  I  don't  think  that’s  happened 
yet  —  then  gay  men,  lesbians,  and  feminists  will  have  to 
choose  sides  —  and  one  choice  might  be  an  alliance  with 
the  right  on  certain  of  these  issues.  But  I  think  that  that 
process  of  education,  discussion,  debate  and  so  forth  is 
going  to  take  a  long  time.  After  all,  it’s  taken  the  women’s 
movement  a  hundred  years  to  come  to  a  position  on  female 
sexuality.  Let’s  not  forget  that  the  limited  debate  that  is 
taking  place  is  taking  place  at  a  furious  pace,  in  a  very  con¬ 
frontational  way;  and  more  importantly,  it’s  very  much  a 
defensive  debate,  one  argued  on  the  terms  of  a  heterosexist 
society  that  is  gagging  us,  denying  us  expression  and  the 
right  to  organize  ourselves,  and  jailing  us. 

Secondly ^we  must  ally  when  possible  with  other  progres¬ 
sive  forces  in  society,  for  the  issues  that  concern  us  do  not 
exist  in  isolation,  if  we’re  talking  about  the  liberation  of 
youth,  then  there  are  a  whole  lot  of  other  changes  to  be 
made  before  that’s  possible. 

Let  me  say  one  last  thing  about  how  to  proceed  in  what  is 
clearly  a  very  difficult  time.  It's  imperative  that  when  we 
talk  about  intergenerational  relations,  that  we  always  act  in 
the  best  interests  not  of  ourselves,  as  adults,  but  of  young 
people.  Demands  for  lowering  or  abolishing  the  age  of 
consent,  and  all  our  demands,  must  always  be  made  in  con¬ 
junction  with  demands  for  jobs  for  youth,  homes  for  run¬ 
aways,  adoption  by  gay  parents,  an  end  to  police  harass¬ 
ment  of  hustlers  and  street  kids,  sex  education  in  schools, 
proper  educational  funding,  self-defence  —  in  short,  de¬ 
mands  for  autonomy.  Only  then  will  the  debate  be  con¬ 
structed  in  such  a  way  that  young  people  will  themselves  be 
able  to  enter  into  it. 


of  this  data.  HOMOSEXUALS  ARE  MADE,  NOT  BORN.  In 

Gay  Community  News,  February  14, 1981 


Theater - 

Albee  Tackles  The  Topic  Of  Pedophilia 


Lolita 

A  play  by  Edward  Albee 
Adapted  from  the  novel  of 
Vladimir  Nabokov 
Directed  by  Frank  Dunlop 
Scenery  by  William  Ritman 
With  Donald  Sutherland,  Blanche 
Baker,  Ian  Richardson,  Shirley 
Stoler 

Playing  in  Boston  at  the  Wilbur 
Through  February  I 4. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Who’s  afraid  of  Vladimir 
Nabokov?  Apparently  not  Ed¬ 
ward  Albee  who  has  undertaken 
the  perilous  task  of  adapting 
Nabokov’s  utira-literate,  pun- 
filled  novel  Lolita  for  the  stage. 
Lolita  is  one  of  those  books  with  a 
reputation  that  exceeds  its  reader- 
ship;  like  Catch  22  its  title  became 
common  usage  for  many  people 
who  had  never  even  heard  of  the 
book. 

Adaptations  are  tricky.  This  is 
not  Albee’s  first,  but  he  has  never 


had  much  commercial  success  with 
his  others.  In  the  mid-sixties  he 
wrote  stage  versions  of  Carson 
McCullers’s  The  Ballad  of  the  Sad 
Cafe  and  James  Purdy’s  Malcolm. 
He  also  adapted  and  Americanized 
Giles  Cooper’s  British  stage  suc¬ 
cess  Everything  In  the  Garden. 
And  never  mentioned  among  Al¬ 
bee’s  credits  is  his  adaptation  of 
Truman  Capote’s  Breakfast  at 
Tiffany’s.  Retitled  Hotly 
Golightly,  it  was  to  star  Mary 
Tyler  Moore  and  Richard  Cham¬ 
berlain  and  had  so  many  problems 
that  producer  David  Merrick 
closed  it  before  it  opened.  But 
even  without  the  commercial 
successes,  Albee’s  adaptations 
have  all  been  rather  good.  But 
perhaps  they  are  too  faithful  to  the 
originals  for  people  who  want  new 
work,  and  are  too  different  for 
those  who  love  the  originals 
adaptations;  they  run  the  risk  of 
losing  entire  audiences  before  the 


play  has  even  begun. 

A  book  like  Purdy’s  Malcolm  is 
fairly  straightforward;  its  texture 
and  nuance  is  more  in  its  narration 
than  in  its  language.  Lolita,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  just  the  opposite;  a 
fairly  simple  plot  is  buoyed  and 
sustained  by  the  complexity  of  lan¬ 
guage.  Of  course  Lolita  became 
famous  because  everyone  knew  it 
was  the  book  about  the  man  who 
wanted  to  have  sex  with  his  12  year 
old  step-daughter,  but  there  was  a 
lot  more  there  besides  the  plot. 

Albee  has  stuck  with  the 
basic  bones  of  the  novel.  Humbert 
Humbert  (Donald  Sutherland)  is 
the  European  professor  who  is 
smitten  by  the  12  year  old  charms 
of  the  American  Lolita  (Blanche 
Baker).  He  marries  her  mother 
Charlotte  (Shirley  Stoler)  and  after 
his  wife’s  untimely  death  takes  up 
with  his  step-daughter.  After  they 
have  a  500  day  relationship  touring 
the  motels  of  America,  she  runs 


off  with  another  older  man,  finally 
marries  someone  a  little  older  than 
herself  and  settles  down.  To  give 
the  play  a  bit  of  critical  distance, 
wryness,  and  complexity  of  the 
novel,  Albee  has  written  a  char¬ 
acter  —  A  Certain  Gentleman,  he 
is  called  —  a  sort  of  Nabokov/- 
Albee  concoction  who  tells  us  the 
story,  controls  the  plot,  and 
complains  that  sometimes  his 
characters  take  on  a  life  of  their 
own. 

The  plot  device  is  fairly  suc¬ 
cessful.  It  certainly  facilitates 
matters  by  avoiding  a  standard 
linear  narration  which  would  have 
been  too  clumsy  with  all  the 
material  here.  It  also  allows  for 
more  breadth  in  the  interplay 
between  the  author  and  the  audi¬ 
ence  —  after  all,  the  author  is  on 
stage  and  can  tell  you  what  he 
thinks,  rather  than  have  to  imply  it 
through  characters  and  situations. 

The  bulk  of  the  novel  is  a  long 


confession,  by  Humbert  of  his 
loves  and  crimes.  Albee  allows  the 
character  to  have  monologues  — 
asides  to  the  audience  —  and  con¬ 
versations  with  the  Certain  Gen¬ 
tleman  (all  of  which  allow  him  to 
transfer  some  of  the  ideas  from 
novel  to  stage). 

But  any  stage  production  is  not 
going  to  be  able  to  capture  the 
complexity  of  the  novel.  Albee  has 
trimmed  and  simplified  some¬ 
what,  vulgarizing  in  spots,  but 
essentially  working  his  story  down 
to  Humbert’s:  the  tragedy  of 
loving  children  is  that  they  grow 
up  and  become  adults  you  won’t 
like.  On  this  level  the  show  works 
well:  it  is  funny  and  poignant,  not 
incredibly  complicated,  but  suf¬ 
ficiently  so  to  carry  an  evening’s 
entertainment. 

Some  of  the  simplifications 
don’t  work  as  well  as  others,  and 
the  play  strains  under  a  certain 
sparseness  at  times.  The  portrayal 


of  Charlotte  —  who  is  pathetic,  yet 
sympathetic  in  the  novel  —  is 
turned  into  a  joke  here.  Shirley 
Stoler  (she  played  the  enormous 
commendant  in  Lina  Wertmuller’s 
Seven  Beauties )  has  very  little  to 
do  except  look  fat  and  try  and  get 
laughs  from  that.  There  is  enough 
real  wit  in  the  play  to  not  have  to 
fall  back  on  fat  jokes  for  a  cheap 
laugh.  The  other  major  problem  is 
with  the  character  of  Clare  Quilty. 
Quilty  is  Lolita’s  other  older  lover, 
and  spends  his  time  following 
Humbert  and  Lolita  around  the 
country,  appearing  in  different 
disguises,  spying  on  them.  In  the 
novel  Quilty  is  a  bizarre  character 
who  functions  allegorically  as 
Humbert’s  guilty  conscious 
(Quilty/Guilty;  get  it?).  His 
appearances  in  the  novel  form  a 
jigsaw  that  we  only  understand  at 
the  book’s  end  when  he  is  finally 
confronted  by  Humbert.  The  film 
version  (  Stanley  Kubrick)  solved 


the  problem  by  beginning  with  the 
final  show  down  and  flashing  back 
to  the  main  narrative.  Here  Albee 
follows  the  novel  more  closely  and 
it  does  not  really  work:  the  final 
scene  is  too  long,  Quilty’s  appear¬ 
ances  throughout  the  play  are 
somewhat  confusing,  and  we  never 
really  get  a  good  idea  of  the  comic 
qualities,  or  the  importance,  of  the 
character. 

Part  of  Albee’s  choices  with  the 
character  of  Quilty  are  dictated  by 
his  treatment  of  Humbert’s  sex¬ 
uality.  Pedophilia  is  as  disturbing 
to  audiences  today  as  it  was  at  the 
book’s  publication  22  years  ago 
and  Humbert  makes  qualifications 
about  his  interests:  he  is  sexually 
drawn  to  Lolita.  But  the  Humbert 
of  the  novel  has  nagging  doubts 
about  his  feelings.  He  can 
understand  it,  talk  about  it,  but 
never  quite  come  to  terms  and  be 
really  able  to  justify  it.  Thus 
Quilty  is  indeed  his  nagging 


conscience  following  him  across 
motel  America  like  Poe’s  dop- 
pelgangers  (both  Albee  and 
Nabokov  pepper  their  works  with 
references  to  Poe  and  his  child 
bride  “Annabel  Lee”)  ready 
always  to  remind  him  of  his  darker 
deeds.  But  the  Humbert  of  the 
play  is  more  comfortable  with  his 
desires;  expecting  even  to  find 
companions  in  the  audience.  He 
calls  out  at  one  point,  “Is  there  a 
pedophile  in  the  house?” 

Perhaps  it  is  the  difference 
between  1950s  sexual  repression 
and  1980s  repressive  tolerance: 
audiences  are  not  as  shocked  as 
they  might  once  have  been.  Con¬ 
cerns  over  sexuality  take  different 
forms  in  different  decades.  The 
existence  of  Humbert’s  desires 
wereananathematoreaders  twenty 
years  ago;  we  are  more  willing  to 
admit  that  they  exist  now.  By 
focusing  more  on  what  he  sees  as 
the  innate  tragedy  of  child  love 


(children  grow  up  and  change; 
Humbert  is  fixated  upon  the  past) 
Albee  avoids  a  lot  of  discussion  or 
dwelling  upon  the  questions  of 
sexuality.  Nabokov’s  Humbert 
was  a  victim  of  romantic  love 
living  in  a  time  of  sexual 
repression;  Albee’s  Humbert  wor¬ 
ries  less  about  the  sex,  and 
becomes  a  more  likable,  but  more 
sentimental  figure. 

Albee’s  treatment  of  the  sex¬ 
uality  is  actually  pretty  good.  The 
big  shocker  in  the  novel  is  that 
after  Humbert  has  sex  with  Lolita 
he  finds  out  that  he  is  not  the  first. 
Lolita  here  is  written  as  a  sexual 
being  —  it  is  no  surprise  that  she 
wants  to  have  sex  with  Humbert  — 
but  there  is  a  naturalness  to  the 
sexuality  that  takes  some  of  the 
shock  value  from  it. 

In  the  film  version.  Sue  Lyons 
had  a  silly-Hollywood-vamp-look- 
over-the-sun-glasses-come-on- 
attitude;  her  sexuality  was 


obviously  a  parody  of  adult  sex¬ 
uality.  Because  she  was  copying 
someone  else’s  sexuality  it  looked 
like  a  come-on  (this  “acting  out” 
was  a  way  of  denying  that  the 
character  might  really  have  any 
sexuality:  it  was  all  a  put-on).  This 
Lolita  has  more  enthusiasm  than 
blatent  sexuality.  Blanche  Baker 
(she  is  Carol  Baker’s  daughter)  is 
quite  natural  in  her  emotional  and 
physical  stage  relations  with 
Humbert  —  she  acts  like  a  child 
and  it  removes  any  luridness  that 
might  be  lurking  about  the  stage. 
Again  it  may  be  a  time  difference; 
we  are  no  longer  surprised  (or  feel 
we  have  to  be  surprised)  that 
children  have  sexual  feelings.  In 
terms  of  the  play,  it  reduces  the 
complexity  and  again  moves  the 
story  back  to  Humbert’s  court. 

After  Albee’s  last  play.  The 
Lady  from  Dubuque  —  a  tepid 
rehash  of  his  1971  All  Over  — 
Lolita  seems  quite  good.  As  with 


all  adaptations  it  does  not  really 
bear  the  mark  of  the  playwright; 
although  it  is  surely  possible  to  see 
the  difference  between  Albee  and 
Nabokov.  It’s  too  bad  that  it  isn’t 
a  new,  good  Albee  play.  The  per¬ 
fection  of  Who’s  Afraid  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  Woolf  or  A  Delicate  Balance 
stands  out  in  the  mind  and  you 
want  to  see  it  happen  again.  Lolita 
feels  like  a  good  exercise  —  it 
works  well,  it’s  intelligent,  funny, 
and  thoughtful,  but  not  great. 
Albee  has  been  careful  with  the 
original  material  —  which  he 
obviously  likes  immensely  —  and 
it’s  certainly  better  than  a  lot  of 
things  that  get  past  an  agent’s 
desk.  But  like  his  other  adap¬ 
tations,  it  seems  limited,  boxed  in 
by  circumstance  and  history.  But 
until  he  is  ready  with  another 
Who’s  Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf, 
it  will  have  to  do. 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


SPinplcs  contact  too* /uJvofi 

for  people  tired 
of  dating  games 
and  the  bar  scene. 

Learn  social  skills 
in  meeting  new  friends 
February  18,  7  PM 
$10.00 

&nbtitule  fat 

psychotheraphy  for  the 
ay  community  since  1964 
39-5063 


coco  comes  out 

Quuords  mot  wolfe  the 
nobel  prize  for  your  copy 
please  ujrite  CROUU  INK 
inc.  p.o.  box  2676  boston 
02208  $55  includes  257 
page  bound  photocopy  of 
typescript  with  color  cover 
please  qIIouj  4-6  uueeks 
delivery  no  refunds 


Gary  Buseck  and 
Stephen  Ansolabehere 

attorneys  at  law 

BUSECK&ANSOLABEHERE 
2  Park  Square,  Suite  311 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-9244 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 

Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 

David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 
Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  •  536-2665 


John  P.  Ward 

.  Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 
Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


«/C 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U, 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


67  DESIGN  and 
CONSTRUCTION 

427-3829 

Licensed  builder 
Townhouse  renovations 
Fully  insured 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


J.  Fleming 

265-2289 

evenings 


HAIRCUTS  TO  GIVE  A 
SENSE  OF  WELL-BEING 

CORNER  OF  NEWBl'RY  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON.  M A  021 16  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450, 


Plumbing 

&heating 


Robert 

427-2778  &==&=& 


UIOMCN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HCRLTH  C€NT€R 

a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbian  health 

Issues,  Menopause, 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows  —  Available  for 
Groups 

women-worker.  owned  and  controlled 
639  Moss.  Five.,  Cambridge  547-2302 


Save  this  Ad  16%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  l  T  V  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
vices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
lon  a  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2117 


Voices  in  the  Night 


By  Andrea  Loewenstein 

Ann  Morgan  thal  lost  her  job  as 
a  teacher  in  the  local  adult 
education  center,  after  The  Sphere 
printed  her  name  and  sexual 
orientation  as  part  of  a  story  on 
the  attack  on  one  of  Ann’s 
students  and  a  fellow  Brimpton 
Street  Self-Protection  Association 
(BSSPA)  member,  Josie  MacMil¬ 
lan.  Now  Ann’s  lover.  Bell 
Norton,  a  nurse,  must  deal  with 
Ann’s  depression. 

As  she  rode  the  subway  over  to 
Ann’s,  Bell  Norton  reflected 
guiltily  that  she  had  got  so  she 
almost  dreaded  seeing  her  lover. 
Ever  since  Ann  had  lost  her  job  at 
the  Adult  Education  Center,  it  was 
like  their  relationship  had  totally 
changed  around.  Bell  never  heard 
about  the  “Other  Woman”  in 
Ann’s  life  now,  and  to  tell  the 
truth,  she  sometimes  wished  she 
would!  Because,  except  for  the 
times  Ann  met  with  her  lawyer  to 
try  to  get  her  appeal  together,  she 
just  seemed  to  mope  around  the 
house,  reading  murder  mysteries, 
watching  TV,  and  waiting  for  Bell 
to  come  over  and  make  it  all 
better.  She  used  to  always  talk 
about  how  she  wished  she  had  time 
to  write  all  day,  but  now  she  had 
the  time,  she  never  even  went  near 
the  typewriter. 

Bell  moved  carefully  down 
Brimpton  Street,  clutching  the 
spring-point  razor  blade  in  her 
pocket.  With  all  the  trouble  lately, 
and  after  she  herself  had  found 
Josie  in  the  street  the  other  night, 
she  wasn’t  about  to  take  no 
chances.  She  was  thinking  about 
the  long  weekend  ahead,  ’cause 
she  was  going  home.  She’d  been 
missing  her  mother  lately,  and  had 
called  her  up  that  morning.  She 
could  still  hear  that  warm 
comforting  voice  in  her  ears:  “It’ll 
be  so  good  to  see  my  baby.  You 
know  I’ll  be  waiting  up  for  you  no 
matter  what  time  you  get  in.” 

At  Ann’s,  the  room  was  thick 
and  sour  with  the  smell  of  herb. 
Ann  was  laying  up  in  bed  watching 
the  angels  do  their  thing  on  the 
TV. 

“Josie  came  over,”  she  mum¬ 
bled,  without  looking  up.  “On  her 
way  back  from  school.  Says  they 
have  a  new  teacher,  a  young  man. 
He  doesn’t  give  them  any 
homework  and  tells  jokes  and  all 
the  women  have  crushes  on  him.” 

“That’s  shitty.”  Bell  climbed 
over  the  books  and  clothes  on  the 
floor,  eased  her  tired  self  down  on 
the  bed,  and  reached  to  open  a 
window.  “Sweetheart,  it’s  nasty  in 
here!” 

“I  know,”  Ann  agreed  meekly. 
“I  just  can’t  seem  to  get  the  energy 
to  clean  up.  I’m  so  glad  you’re 
here!  Listen  I  have  an  idea.  Why 
don’t  we  go  to  the  Cape  this 
weekend,  and  walk  on  the  beach.  I 
don’t  think  I  can  stand  to  stay  in 
this  apartment  one  day  longer. 
And  it’s  not  too  expensive  off 
season.” 

There  was  that  hot  guilt  in  Bell’s 
gut  again. 

“Oh  sweetie,  I  can’t.  I’m  going 
home.  I  just  talked  to  my  mother 
this  morning.” 

“Oh.”  Ann  didn’t  say  anything 
else,  but  she  didn’t  need  to.  Her 
bent  back,  turned  away  from  Bell, 
said  it  all.  Bell  had  gone  home  with 
Ann  a  few  times.  Ann’s  mother, 
who  was  divorced,  was  always 
friendly  to  her.  Maybe  a  little  too 
friendly,  but  Bell  had  to  admit  she 
tried.  But  one'time  when  Ann  was 
stoned  she’d  done  an  imitation  of 
her  mother  talking  to  her  friends: 

“ I’m  a  liberal,  right,  so  she  had  to 
go  overboard  in  order  to  spite  me. 
A  Shickse,*  that  wasn’t  bad 
enough.  What ’s  worse,  you  ask?  A 
black  man?  Well  this  daughter  of 
mine  had  to  find  herself  a  black 
woman  in  order  to  spite  me.  That  / 
should  never  rest  easy  in  my 
grave.  ” 

Ever  since  that  time,  Bell  had 
always  imagined  that  Mrs.  Mor- 
ganthal  was  really  looking  at  her 
like  that,  as  a  hateful  piece  of  spite 
*  a  non-Jewish  woman 


she 


on  Ann’s  part,  all  the  time 
asked  those  polite  questions. 

But  she  had  never  brought  Ann 
home  with  her.  It  wasn’t  exactly 
that  she  wasn’t  out  at  home.  Her 
parents  knew,  they  had  to.  It  was 
just  that  no  one  ever  said  it  aloud. 
They  were  proud  of  her,  the  way 
she  had  gone  to  college  and  be¬ 
came  a  nurse.  They  boasted  about 
her.  She  didn’t  want  to  spoil  that, 
or  her  precious  times  with  her 
mother,  who  was  not  exactly  crazy 
about  white  women,  anyway.  Af¬ 
ter  the  first  time,  Ann  had  never 
asked.  But  Bell  knew  that  she  felt 
that  until  she  met  her  mother,  she 
would  never  believe  that  Bell  really 
considered  her  “family.”  And 
now  Ann  was  in  trouble,  needing 
her  more  than  she  ever  had,  but 
still  not  asking. 

“Listen,  Sweetie,  it’s  time,” 
Bell  heard  herself  saying.  “Come 
home  with  me.  It’ll  be  fine.” 

But  her  stomach  clutched  at  her 
as  they  got  off  the  train  in  Newark. 
“Mama,”  she’d  telephoned  the 
night  before.  “Is  it  alright  if  I 
bring  a  friend?  She’s  sort  of  down, 
she  just  lost  her  job.” 

“You  tell  her  she’s  welcome, 
honey.”  She’d  known  her  mother 
would  say  that,  and  waited  for  the 
questions.  “Is  it  your  lover?”  No, 
her  mother  wouldn’t  say  that.  “A 
nurse  you  work  with?”  “Is  it  a 
white  girl,  baby?”  But  there 
hadn’t  been  any  questions.  “You 
tell  her  she’s  welcome,  long  as  she 
doesn’t  mind  sharing  the  sofa-bed 
with  you,”  her  mother  had  re¬ 
peated,  and  then  they’d  said  good¬ 
bye.  The  thought  of  sleeping  with 
Ann  on  the  fold-away  living-room 
sofa  was  so  impossible. she  hadn’t 
even  thought  about  it  any  more. 
Until  now. 

It  started  when  she  saw  her 
mother  coming,  from  way  back, 
and  it  was  like  a  movie.  She  had 
never  really  thought  of  her  mother 
as  fat  before.  But  here  was  this  big 
fat  black  lady  with  a  wig  running 
up  to  her.  She  realized  she  was 
looking  at  Mama  through  Ann’s 
eyes,  but  then  she  looked  at  Ann 
and  saw  no  one  she  knew  there 
either.  A  too  skinny  white  girl, 
dressed  like  some  kind  of  teen-ager 
although  she  had  to  be  thirty,  with 
one  of  those  fake  white-girl  smiles 
stuck  on  her  face  like  with  scotch 
tape.  Bent  a  little  forward  in  that 
doggy,  eager  way  they  had.  And 
dirty  beat  up  shoes  and  pants  that 
should’ve  been  pressed  but  wasn’t. 
“She  could  have  dressed,”  she 
thought  with  horror,  because  she 
and  Ann  had  dressed  together  and 
she  hadn’t  noticed  a  thing  wrong, 
“with  some  respect  ...” 

“I’ll  leave,”  she  thought.  “I’ll 
just  fade  out,  disappear,”  but  it 
was  too  late  for  that.  They  were 
walking  to  the  car,  and  Mama  was 
apologizing  for  something.  She 
must  have  hugged  her,  but  Bell 
sure  hadn’t  felt  it. 

“Now  dear,  I  hope  my  daughter 
has  warned  you  we  are  not  exactly 
living  off  of  the  lap  of  luxury  you 
might  say,”  was  what  her  mother 
was  saying  to  Ann.  “Now  I  want 
you  to  prepare  yourself  right  now 
because  1  am  certain  it  is  not  the 
kind  of  surroundings  you  are  used 
to  from  where  you  come  from, 
dear.”  It  was  the  way  her  mother 
talked  to  whitefolks  in  power,  with 
all  that  damn  apologizing  getting 
in  the  way  of  them  figuring  out 
about  the  powerful  blast  of  hos¬ 
tility  she  was  hitting  them  with. 
“Oh  Mama,  she  aint  whitefolks,” 
she  wanted  to  say,  but  Ann  was. 

“Oh  please,  Mrs.  Norton,  I 
know  it’ll  be  fine.  I’ve  been 
wanting  to  meet  you.  Bell  has 
talked  so  much  about  you,”  Ann 
was  saying,  in  that  same  eager 
doggy  way,  but  also  the  way  she 
would  have  talked  to  Josie,  or 
some  other  ignorant  type,  trying  to 
put  the  poor  thing  at  their  ease 
with  her  middle-class  whitefolks 
self.  Bell  said  nothing. 

At  home  it  started  up  again, 
around  the  food. 

Continued  on  Page  9 
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Reviewed  by  Charley  Shively 

The  Kosmos  known- as  Wait  Whitman  has  again 
escaped  the  embraces  of  another  researcher. 
Neither  poet  nor  homosexual,  Justin  Kaplan  tries  to 
make  it  into  Whitman’s  world  as  a  biographer.  Kaplan 
follows  in  the  tradition  of  Whitman’s  contemporary  ex¬ 
ploiter,  James  Parton,  “whose  first  book,  The  Life  of 
Horace  Greeley  (1855),  sold  about  30,000  copies  within 
six  months  of  publication  and  sent  him  on  his  way  to 
become  the  preeminent  biographer  of  his  time.” 
(p.  216)  Parton,  of  course,  never  wrote  on  Walt  Whit¬ 
man,  who  was  not  then  a  best-selling  subject.  Times 
have  changed.  Walt  Whitman  is  now  marketable. 
Justin  Kaplan’s  biographies  of  Mark  Twain,  Lincoln 
Steffens,  and  now  Walt  Whitman  —  soon  to  be  fol- 
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lowed  by  Ulysses  S.  Grant  —  have  received  more  re¬ 
views,  more  readers  and  more  celebration  than  all  Walt 
Whitman’s  writings  within  his  lifetime. 

The  current  popularity  of  Kaplan’s  Walt  Whitman 
stems  from  his  producing  a  work  that  will  not  be  repug¬ 
nant  to  heterosexuals  without  completely  alienating  the 
homosexual  market.  His  strategy  is  circumspect,  cagey, 
but  nonetheless  clear  —  and  I  think  totally  false.  He 
argues  basically  that  Walt  Whitman’s  homosexual  life 
was  one  of  “chronically  objectless  affections”  (p.  296)  — 
that  is,  the  poet  went  without  sex.  Even  when  he  did 
find  another  male,  an  “object”  —  the  love  was  never 
consummated,  always  unrequited.  All  wish  and  no  ful¬ 
fillment  likewise  characterized  women’s  relations  to 
him.  They  supposedly  fell  physically  in  love  with  Whit¬ 
man,  who  was  unable  to  reciprocate.  “Like  Peter  Doyle, 
‘the  actual  W.W.’  remained  the  pursued  and  unrequit¬ 
ing  party,  and  by  the  same  rough  symmetry  he  and 
Anne  [Gilchrist]  lived  passional  lives  in  abeyance.” 
(p.  333) 

While  Kaplan  doesn’t  hide  the  overwhelming  homo¬ 
sexual  evidence,  neither  does  he  hide  his  homophobia. 


In  Kaplan’s  scheme,  heterosexual  love  is  healthy  and 
mature;  homosexuality,  unrequited,  adolescent,  in¬ 
complete.  “In  his  soul  he  [Whitman]  wished  adoles¬ 
cence  could  have  been  frozen  in  time  and  adulthood 
deferred.  Yet  as  pseudo  father,  as  guardian,  husband, 
brother,  lover  and  comrade  to  young  men,  he  invested 
himself  in  their  growth  away  from  him  into  independ¬ 
ence  and  heterosexual  maturity.”  p.  235)  In  Kaplan’s 
scheme  there  can  be  no  “homo  tual  maturity,”  and  if 
homosexuality  has  any  legitimate  end,  it  must  be  to 
make  heterosexuals  happier:  “There  is  an  implicit 
sexual  politics  in  ‘Children  of  Adam’:  before  homosex¬ 
ual  men  can  freely  enjoy  even  a  little  happiness  with 
one  another,  heterosexual  men  and  women  together 
must  be  able  to  enjoy  a  great  deal  more.”  (p.  238-9) 
Because  Whitman  was  basically  homosexual,  Kaplan 
argues  that  his  life  was  always  only  partial,  since  the 
only  complete  love  can  be  that  between  a  man  and  a 
woman. 

If  the  poet’s  life  was  supposedly  unbalanced, 
Kaplan’s  account  makes  up  for  this  deficiency  by 
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dredging  up  every  possible  evidence  of  heterosexuality 
and  setting  that  against  each  incidence  of  homosexual¬ 
ity.  Thus  Whitman  somehow  becomes  normal  because 
completely  unknown  women  write  him  love  letters. 
And  the  poet  allegedly  slept  with  prostitutes:  “Whit¬ 
man  figures  that  nineteen  out  of  twenty  young  men  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  cities  visited  prostitutes  ‘as  an  ordinary  thing.’ 
There  is  no  reason  to  believe  he  was  the  lone  holdout.” 
(p.  96)  (This  19-1  figure  approximates  the  percentage 
of  exclusive  male  homosexuals  that  Kinsey  found  in  his 
1947  study.)  Kaplan  tries  to  keep  alive  the  New  Orleans 
creole  stories  about  Whitman’s  liaison  there  although 
he  sensibly  drops  the  story  about  Whitman  having  six 
children.  Even  in  his  final  years,  Whitman’s  house¬ 
keeper  supposedly  fell  in  love  with  him. 

For  Kaplan  as  for  most  critics,  to  be  exclusively 
homosexual  is  to  be  a  contemptable  non-entity  — 
either  non-  or  sub-human.  Therefore,  some  semblance 
of  a  heterosexual  facade  must  be  maintained.  Whitman 
himself  provided  many  deceptive  clues  for  those  who 
need  to  believe  he  was  “normal”  in  order  to  read  his 
poetry.  But  following  these  false  clues  leads  one  away 
from  the  really  interesting  questions  about  Whitman’s 
life  and  poetry.  Let  me  sketch  a  few  of  the  issues  lost  to 
Kaplan. 

First,  there  is  the  question  of  when  Whitman  began 
loving  men  so  intensely.  That  is,  when  did  he  come  out 
—  at  least  to  himself  —  and  realize  that  he  was  indeed 
queer.  Was  it  in  his  early  twenties  as  a  schoolteacher  on 
Long  Island;  or  was  it  when  he  travelled  to  New  Orleans 
in  1848;  or  was  it  only  in  1865  with  Peter  Doyle;  or 
maybe  only  in  1876  with  Harry  Stafford?  Admittedly, 
this  is  no  easy  question,  but  if  biographies  were  easy 
there  would  be  no  point  in  undertaking  them.  My  own 
belief  is  that  Whitman  did  it  early  and  often;  his  life 
was  one  long  continuous  string  of  bar,  street,  streetcar 
and  back  alley  encounters  with  young  men.  (“I  go 
among  them,  I  mix  indiscriminately.”  from  “Song  Of 
Myself’)  He  had  a  taste  for  straight  trade,  but  he  also 
made  it  with  gay  young  men  such  as  Edward  Carpenter, 
who  wrote,  “The  unconscious,  uncultured,  natural 
types  pleased  him  best,  and  he  would  make  an  effort  to 
approach  them.  The  others  he  allowed  to  approach 
him,”  Days  with  Walt  Whitman  (1908).  Kaplan  is 
-  evidently  unfamiliar  with  Edward  Carpenter’s  account 
of  having  had  a  blow  job  from  Walt  Whitman. 

Next  question:  Did  Peter  Doyle  (whom  Walt  met  in 
1865)  have  predecessors  or  successors?  Was  Doyle  the 
one  true  love  of  his  life  or  was  he  only  the  best  docu¬ 
mented  one?  Kaplan  follows  the  unravelling  of  Whit¬ 
man’s  secretly  coded  account  of  a  crisis  in  his  relation 
with  Peter  Doyle  in  July  1870,  but  he  leaves  out  the 
appended  note:  “Remember  Fred  Vaughan.”  Vaughan 
was  a  laborer  in  New  York  City  whom  Whitman  had 


met  sometime  around  1860.  My  suggestion  here  is  that 
the  problem  with  Doyle  was  not  that  he  and  Walt 
weren’t  haying  enough  sex  (although  that  may  have 
been  a  factor)  but  that  Whitman  found  the  love  “rela¬ 
tionship”  a  strain  and  a  bore.  He  wanted  out,  felt 
trapped  —  much  as  he  perhaps  had  with  Fred 
Vaughan.  So  the  thorn  was  not  homosexuality,  not  un¬ 
requited  love  —  the  thorn  was  confinement.  At  any 
rate,  Whitman  begins  this  now  famous  notebook  entry 
with  a  quotation  from  another  faggot,  Epictetus:  “All 
his  [the  philosopher’s]  desires  [should]  depend  on 
things  within  his  power.” 

Third  question:  What  kind  of  homosexual  was  Whit¬ 
man?  Setting  aside  the  differences  between  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  consider  the  vast  differences  between  the 
Advocate  experience,  discos,  the  Angels  of  Light, 
leather  bars,  Divine,  Fag  Rag ,  drag  bars,  RFD, 
Christopher  Street ,  or  the  North  American  Man  Boy 
Love  Association.  Much  of  this  variety  was  familiar  to 
Whitman.  Pfaffs  at  Bleecker  and  Broadway  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village  (Whitman’s  bar  before  the  Civil  War)  in 
part  resembled  the  nearly  Paresis  Hall  on  the  Bowery 
near  5th  Street,  which  was  the  hangout  of  celebrated 
drag  queens  in  the  1890s.  Walt  Whitman  was  no  drag 
queen,  nor  was  he  a  good  gay;  in  virtually  every  rela¬ 
tionship  he  was  clearly  a  boy  lover.  In  1981,  an  under¬ 
standing  of  boy  love  must  be  at  an  all  time  low.  Kaplan 
tries  to  cover  the  issue  with  a  footnote  from  Edgar 
Friedenberg’s  Vanishing  Adolescent-.  “Such  men  love 
boys  as  a  way  of  loving  the  boy  in  themselves  and  them¬ 
selves  in  the  boy.  .  .His  intense  identification  with 
them  may  lead  to  an  almost  uncanny  empathy.”  If  this 
be  true  about  Whitman,  you  can  not  just  relegate  it  to  a 
footnote;  you  must  answer  the  question  of  how  and  in 
what  way  it  informs  his  life. 

That  must  be  a  final  question:  having  answered 
questions  about  Whitman’s  sexuality,  you  must  explain 
how  (if  at  all)  it  connects  with  his  poetry.  Kaplan  has 
said  that  “I  respect  poetry  too  much  to  use  it  as  docu¬ 
mentation.  Poetry  is  not  autobiographical  testimony.” 
Thus  he  would  reject  Robert  K.  Martin’s  Homosexual 
Tradition  in  American  Poetry  which  demonstrates  how 
Whitman’s  homosexual  experience  informs  Leaves  of 
Grass.  Kaplan  argues  that  it  was  not  sex,  but  a  mystical 
experience,  what  he  calls  an  “illumination.”  Sup¬ 
posedly  “the  poet  was  the  shaman  of  modern  society,  a 
master  of  ‘the  techniques  of  ecstasy.’”  (p.  191)  As 
evidence,  Kaplan  uses  these  lines: 

You  settled  your  head  athwart  my  hips  and  gently  turned 
over  upon  me, 

And  parted  the  shirt  from  my  bosom-bone,  and  plunged 
your  tongue  to  my  barestript  heart, 

And  reached  till  you  felt  my  beard,  and  reached  till  you 
held  my  feet.  ("Song  of  Myself’) 

However  mystical,  shamanistic,  illuminist  or  obscurant¬ 
ist  you  might  try  to  be,  you  cannot  hide  the  image  of 
fellatio:  with  the  mouth  on  the  cock,  you  can  reach  your 
hands  to  the  beard  and  to  the  feet  ;  in  no  other  position 
is  this  possible.  And  when  Whitman  wrote  —  “I  am  the 
poet  of  the  body/ And  I  am  the  poet  of  the  soul”  —  he 
began  with  the  body;  his  implicit  argument  is  that  the 
only  way  to  spiritual  ecstasy  is  by  means  of  the  body. 
Those  who  begin  with  the  soul  (New  England  intellec¬ 
tuals  quite  notably)  will  never  be  able  to  find  their  soul, 
they  might  become  like  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  with  his 
disembodied  metaphysical  eyeball. 

An  example  of  Kaplan’s  missing  Whitman’s  gay  sen¬ 
sibility  (as  opposed  to  the  question  of  who  was  fucking 
—  or  not  fucking  —  whom)  can  be  seen  in  the  three 
prints  Whitman  had  in  his  room  in  Brooklyn  when  he 
wrote  the  famous “Calamus”  poems:  Hercules,  Bacchus 
and  a  satyr.  Any  faggot  would  know  right  away  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  Hercules;  and  Arthur  Evans  ( Witchcraft 
and  the  Gay  Counterculture ,  Fag  Rag  Books,  1978)  and 


others  have  established  how  important  Bacchus  and  the 
satyr  are  in  a  long  gay  counterculture  going  back  to 
Neanderthal  days.  True,  Whitman  may  have  been  an 
illuminati,  a  poet  of  ecstasy  —  but  these  are  not  counter 
to  his  cocksucking,  they  are  the  basis  of  his  illumina¬ 
tion.  Hercules  (even  as  Steve  Reeves),  Bacchus  (even  as 
beer)  and  the  satyr  (even  as  a  Times  Square  hustler) 
seem  never  to  have  faded  from  the  faggot  countercul¬ 
ture  —  a  world  totally  beyond  Kaplan’s  understanding. 

Kaplan  has  accused  “the  gay  community”  of  fending 
“to  politicize  literature.”  To  say  that,  he  has  to  be 
totally  cold  to  every  line  of  poetry  that  Whitman  ever 
wrote;  he  has  to  be  dead  to  one  of  the  greatest  lives  in 
literature.  Whitman  himself  defined  literature  as 
purely  political.  Whitman  wrote: 

There  is  a  still  better,  higher  school  for  him  who  would 
kindle  his  fire  from  coal  from  the  altar  of  the  loftiest  and 
purest  art.  It  is  the  school  of  all  grand  actions  and  grand 
virtues,  of  heroism,  of  the  death  of  captives  and  martyrs 
. . .  Read  well  the  death  of  Socrates .  . .  Read  how  slaves 
have  battled  against  their  oppressors  —  how  the  bullets 
of  tyrants  have,  since  the  first  king  rules,  never  been  able 
to  put  down  the  unquenchable  thirst  of  man  for  his 
rights,  (p.  169) 

Whitman’s  politics  doubtless  had  some  limitations  — 
notably  his  jingoistic  support  for  the  Mexican  War  — 
but  he  took  chances  and  was  never  apolitical  in  his 


Here  is  not  the  place  to  give  an  analysis  of  Whitman’s 
politicizing  of  literature,  but  one  aspect  deserves 
comment:  his  “relationship”  to  women’s  liberation  — 
the  first  wave  launched  as  an  organized  movement  in 
1848  at  Seneca  Falls,  New  York.  Here  Kaplan  fails  com¬ 
pletely;  the  only  question  he  seems  to  find  interesting  is 
whether  Whitman  fucked  women;  and  if  not,  why  not. 
Virtually  overlooked  is  the  poet’s  dependence  on 
women  for  ideas  and  inspiration.  Whitman  read  and 
admired  Frances  Wright,  who  in  the  1830s  lectured 
against  god,  marriage  and  private  property;  likewise 
Whitman  admired  Margaret  Fuller,  author  of  Woman 
in  the  Nineteenth  Century  (1854),  whose  book 
appeared  a  year  before  Leaves  of  Grass.  And  of  George 
Sand,  he  claimed  her  novel  Consuelo  —  still  available 
in  paperback  —  provided  the  first  direct  inspiration  for 
his  own  poetry.  (Sand  and  Fuller  are  both  identified  in 
J.  Foster’s  Sex  Varient  Women  in  Literature . )  Like  so 
many  gay  males  now,  Whitman  took  his  inspiration 
from  female  vocalists;  Sand’s  novel  concerns  an  opera 
singer.  “I  heard  Alboni  every  time  she  sang  in  New 
York  and  vicinity,”  Whitman  recalled.  “I  wonder  if  the 
lady  will  ever  know  that  her  singing,  her  method,  gave 
the  foundation,  the  start... to  all  my  poetic  literary 
efforts  since.”  (p.  178)  Someone  should  definitely  write 
a  study  on  the  influence  of  feminists  (political  and 
artistic)  upon  Whitman  and  in  turn  his  influence  on 
later  feminists  such  as  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman  and 
others. 

As  a  biographer,  Kaplan  *has  to  consider  Whitman 
and  his  mother.  “Walt’s  relationship  to  his  mother  is,” 
according  to  Kaplan,  “infantile,  narcissistic  —  his  life  is 
so  intertwined  with  hers  that,  from  his  point  of  view, 
their  identities  and  even  deaths  are  indistinguishable.” 
(p.  118)  If  a  male  were  similarly  attached  to  his  father, 
would  a  biographer  consider  the  relationship  “infantile, 
narcissistic”?  Being  dependent  on  mothers  is  considered 
bad  because  woman  are  considered  inferior. 

Finally,  a  word  about  Anne  Gilchrist,  the  English¬ 
woman  who  came  from  England  to  be  with  Whitman  in 
1876.  Kaplan  overemphasizes  the  question  of  how 
much  Gilchrist  wanted  Whitman  to  fuck  her  and 
underemphasizes  what  a  remarkable  understanding  of 
poetry  she  had.  It  was  Anne  Gilchrist  who  first  brought 
William  Blake’s  poetry  to  public  attention;  before  her, 
Blake  was  known  (if  at  all)  as  a  bizarre  engraver.  Kaplan 
belittlesher  achievement  here  arguing  that  Gilchrist’s 
husband  began  the  work  on  Blake  and  after  his  death, 
she  was  only  able  to  finish  it  with  another  man’s  help. 
She  may  well  be  the  greatest  critic  of  poetry  in  nine¬ 
teenth  century  England.  Having  discovered  Blake,  she 
then  found  Walt  Whitman. 

Justin  Kaplan’s  Walt  Whitman  may  be  no  worse  than 
any  of  the  other  inadequate  biographies.  If  you  want  to 
know  about  Whitman,  however,  avoid  biographies.  To 
Anne  Gilchrist,  the  poet  himself  wrote,  “My  book  is  my 
best  letter,  my  response,  my  truest  explanation  of  all.  In 
it  I  have  put  my  body  &  spirit.”  It  would  be  truely  gro¬ 
tesque  to  read  Kaplan  without  first  reading  Leaves  of 
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Collectively  Written  Feminist  Stories 


TALES  I  TELL  MY  MOTHER: 

A  Collection  of  Feminist  Short  Stories 

By  Zoe  Fairbairns,  Sara  Maitland,  Valerie  Miner, 
Michele  Roberts  and  Michelene  Wandor 
South  End  Press 

Box  68,  Astor  Station,  Boston,  MA  02123 

_ Reviewed  by  Myma  Greenfield 

1am  not  a  fan  of  the  short  story.  I  like  novels  —  the 
longer  the  better.  I  prefer  novels  because  they  tend 
to  be  more  detailed.  I’m  fascinated  by  the  details  of 
people’s  lives.  I  want  to  know  which  side  of  the  bed 
they  get  out  on,  what  they  eat  for  breakfast,  do  they 
brush  their  teeth  when  they  get  up  or  after  eating  — 
everything.  But  I  really  enjoyed  the  stories  in  Tales  1 
Tell  My  Mother.  They  have  the  richness  of  detail  that  I 
look  for  in  a  novel.  I  forced  myself  to  read  slower  than 
usual  so  I  could  savor  the  stories  one  by  one. 

Tales  is  a  collectively-written  book  of  fifteen  British 
feminist  short  stories  by  Zoe  Fairbairns,  Sara  Maitland, 
Valerie  Miner,  Michele  Roberts  and  Michelene 
Wandor.  Over  an  eighteen  month  period,  these  stories 
(and  others  not  published)  were  written  by  individual 
women,  passed  around  the  group  for  discussion,  critic¬ 
ism,  and  editing,  and  categorized  into  three  sections. 
Section  I,  entitled  “Feminist  Fiction  and  Language,” 
consists  of  five  stories  depicting  ways  in  which  feminists 
—  sometimes  unwittingly  —  make  an  impact  on  other 
women’s  lives.  Section  2,  called  “Feminist  Fiction  and 
Politics,”  contains  five  stories  with  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  as  its  subject.  Section  3,  “Feminist  Fiction  and 
Aesthetics,”  focuses  on  feminist  views  of  the  world  as  it 
is  or  could  be. 

These  five  authors  chose  to  work  in  a  collective 
writers’  group  not  for  the  purpose  of  learning  to  and 
encouraging  one  another  to  write  —  they  are  all 
talented,  “established”  writers  and  critics  in  Britain  — 
but  rather  they  work  collectively  to  develop  their 
premise  that  art  is  political;  that  is,  not  only  that  all 
works  of  art  reflect  the  political  perspective  of  their 
creator,  but  that  making  art  —  writing  stories  —  is 
political  work.  Politics  are  part  of  their  process  as  well  as 
their  product.  By  submitting  their  work  to  collective 
.  discipline  and  discussion,  they  are  challenging  the 
notions  that  writing  is  something  you  do  late  at  night 
(alone  in  your  garret),  and  that  art  is  the  personal 
property  of  the  artist.  They  are  also  acknowledging  the 
important  impact  that  the  women’s  movement  has  had 
on  their  lives,  their  ideas,  their  work. 

What  exactly  did  they  get  out  of  working  collec¬ 
tively?  The  short  introductory  discussions  each  woman 
contributed  to  the  book  are  exasperatingly  vague.  The 
supposed  topics  for  each  section  are  intriguing,  but  they 


never  really  get  discussed.  The  most  tangible  product  of 
what  they  did  collectively  —  dividing  the  stories  into 
three  sections  —  is  arbitrary  and  confusing.  They  admit 
that  they  wrote  the  stories  before  they  came  up  with  the 
categories. 

What  does  come  through  in  their  introductions  is  the 
importance  they  placed  on  being  in  the  group  and 
working  collectively.  They  were  respectful  of  one 
another’s  time  and  energy  as  well  as  of  their  talents. 
Although  they  don’t  mention  this,  I  suspect  that  they 
liked  each  other  and  each  other’s  work.  The  results/ 
benefits  of  being  in  a  writer’s  group  are  hard  to  pin¬ 
point.  But  I’ve  been  in  two  very  different  women 
writer’s  groups  and  the  encouragement,  the  criticisms, 
the  discussions,  and  the  stimulation  of  following  other 
people’s  work-in-progress  have  been  a  tremendous 
boost  to  my  confidence  and  creativity  as  a  writer. 
Mutual  liking,  trust,  respect  and  commitment  are 
essential  for  the  proper  fiinctioning  of  any  kind  of 
collective. 

The  proof  of  the  success  of  their  collective  experience 
is  in  the  reading.  Tales  presents  a  cohesive  feminist 


perspective,  yet  that  perspective  manages  to  reflect  fern 
inism  as  it  is  lived  —  in  its  complexity  as  well  as  it 
beauty.  Few  political  issues  —  abortion,  separatism 
wages  for  housework  —  are  clear-cut.  Our  lives  as  fern 
inists  are  not  easy.  We  are  not  always  “politicall 
correct.”  The  stories  explore  the  range  of  circumstance 
in  women’s  lives,  neither  apologizing  for  them  no 
glorifying  them. 

There  is  surprising  similarity  in  the  tone  of  most  o 
the  stories:  a  sort  of  calm,  matter-of-fact  voice  —no 
'frills  writing  which  lets-the  incidents  and  details  (whicl 
are  both  subject  and  background  to  these  stories)  speal 
for  themselves.  This  similarity  in  tone  is  not  just  th 
function  of  collective  influence,  of  course;  much  of  i 
has  to  do  with  this  being  a  British  book.  Although  th 
writers  are  cosmopolitan  (one  is  American,  the  other 
have  travelled  variously  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  the  US) 
their  world  view  is,  by  and  large,  British.  The  choic 
and  use  of  words  is  distinctly  foreign. 

Perhaps  this  foreign  flavor  is  part  of  the  reason  wh 
the  stories  had  such  appeal  to  me.  Having  recently  live* 
in  London  for  18  months,  I  delight  in  the  meticulou 
care  with  which  the  intimate  everyday  details  of  Britisl 
life  are  presented.  In  my  favorite  story,  “Womb  With 
View,”  by  Michele  Roberts,  Jo  and  Maggie,  two  worn 
anfriends,  are  “dressed  by  jumble  sale”  (garage  sale 
thrift  shop  equivalent);  Jo  and  Maggie  walk  “arm-in 
arm  down  the  street”  (two  “straight”  women  showinj 
affection  in  public,  as  British  and  European  same-se 
friends  feel  free  to  do).  Other  homely  details  in  th 
stories  —  preparing  a  salad,  diapering  a  baby,  con 
sciousness-raising  meetings  —  are  common  to  botl 
British  and  American  cultures. 

In  addition  to  language  and  customs,  the  socialis 
perspective  of  the  writers  is  also  both  typically  Britisl 
(feminist)  and  welcome.  Even  the  middle-class  protag 
onists  have  an  awareness  of  class  issues  which  you  don’ 
find  in  much  US  feminist  fiction.  In  “Bus-Ticket,”  b 
Zoe  Fairbairns,  a  feminist  complains  to  managemen 
when  her  bus  conductor  refuses  to  let  her  identify  her 
self  as  “Ms.”  on  her  seasonal  bus  ticket,  then  spends  thi 
day: 

.  . .  between  anger  and  guilt.  So  what  if  I  report  him.  So 
he  gets  disciplined  or  yelled  at  or  fired.  He’s  an  oppessed 
worker  doing  a  horrible  job.  Perhaps  he  heard  today  that 
he’s  going  to  be  evicted,  his  mother’s  sick,  his  kid’s  been 
thrown  out  of  school.  Hasn’t  he  got  enough  to  worry 
about  without  being  clobbered  over  the  head  by  the 
injured  pride  of  a  woman  fortunate  enough  to  have  the 
time  and  the  brain  to  worry  about  the  title  on  her  season 
ticket?  (p.17) 

As  it  turns  out,  the  bus  conductor  is  a  woman,  which 
compounds  the  guilt  feelings.  Sound  familiar? 

The  similarities  in  tone,  of  course,  only  go  so  far 
There  are,  after  all,  five  different  authors.  I  liked  som< 
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Exploring  The  Varied  Roles  of  Women 


MOTHER,  SISTER, 
DAUGHTER,  LOVER 

Stories  by  Jan  Clausen 
The  Crossing  Press  Feminist  Series, 
Trumansberg,  NY  14886 
130pp.,  $4.95 

Reviewed  by  Gia  Berkman 


In  “Depending,”  one  of  the  nine  short  stories  in  this 
collection,  a  women  considers  herself,  her  friends 
and  all  their  possible  lovers,  and  she  decides  that 
there  are  “infinite  possible  permutations  and  com¬ 
binations  of  human  relationships  .  .  .  It’s  painful  but 
interesting.” 

This  view  applies  also  to  Clausen’s  other  stories,  as 
they  explore,  from  a  range  of  perspectives,  our  varied 
roles  and  complex  interactions.  They  too  are  sometimes 
painful,  but  always  interesting  because  they  speak  so 
clearly  of  our  lives,  not  simply  or  one-dimensionally  as 
lesbians,  but  also  as  mothers,  sisters,  daughters  and 
lovers. 

The  stories  which  appealed  to  me  most  —  because 
they  are  so  honest  and  also  because  so  few  stories  in 
lesbian  literature  address  this  aspect  of  my  life,  were 
those  which  portray  lesbian  mothers  and  their  children. 

These  are  not  lesbian  versions  of  the  idealistic  “Super 
Mom”  myth;  liberated  mothers  and  understanding 
daughters  do  not  go  off  hand-in-hand  into  a  lesbian- 
feminist  sunset.  Instead,  Clausen,  who  is  herself  a 
parent  uses  precise,  uncomproipising  details  to  present  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  texture  of  lesbian  mother¬ 
hood. 

In  “Today  is  the  First  Day  of  the  Rest  of  Your  Life,” 
for  example.  Alice  wakes  to  “the  ebb  and  flow  of  TV 
noise”  and  the  “quarelling  of  children.  Clausen  draws 
an  explicit  picture  of  what  this  is  like: 

What  Alice  wants  right  now  is  a  cigarette  and  a  slow  cup 
of  coffee,  here,  in  the  dark  quiet  neatness  of  her  own 
room.  Whole,  herself,  in  this  first,  best  space  before 
everything  begins.  Not  to  go  out  there  and  face  them, 
children,  their  cheerfulness,  their  questions. 


What  she  wants  is  “simply  unconditional  freedom,” 
which  she  defines  as  “not  having  to  speak  to  anyone 
when  I  get  up.” 

Later  in  the  story,  Clausen  .explains  that  it’s  not  the 
major  decisions  made  on  the  basis  of  her  daughter’s 
needs  but  ‘  ‘all  the  minor  ones  made  daily  over  the  years 
that  worn  her  out,  that  constitute  the  real  sacrifice.” 

This  constant  weight  of  responsibility  is  often  com¬ 
pounded  when  a  mother  is  also  a  lesbian.  Clausen  does 
not  ignore  the  conflicts  or  try  to  diminish  the  pain  that 
this  situation  can  create. 

In  “Children’s  Liberation,”  mother  and  daughter 
“glaring  ...  sit  down  at  the  table.  They  might  be  ill- 
matched  roommates,  siblings  rubbing  each  other  the 
wrong  way.”  Lisa’s  solution  to  their  problems  is  to 
suggest  that  her  mother,  who  she  knows  is  lesbian,  get 
married.  “When,  several  years  ago,  Chris  announced 
she  was  a  lesbian,  Lisa’s  instant  comeback  was,  I’m 
not,  “and  she  has  remained  “passionately  supportive  of 
everything  heterosexual:  rock  music,  romantic  movies, 
her  grandmother’s  tales  of  church  weddings  and  babies 
being  born.”  Finally,  Lisa  shouts  what  many  lesbian 
mothers  are  afraid  their  kids  will  someday  say  —  or 
think: 

Other  people’s  mothers  aren’t  lesbians.  Why  do  I  have  to 
have  a  fucking  lesbian  for  a  mother. 

There  is  no  contrived  happy  ending  for  this  story. 
Neither  Lisa  nor  Chris  can  be  who  the  other  one  wants 
her  to  be;  and  ultimately  they  cannot  live  together. 

When  lesbian  mothers  are  also  politically  active, 
Clausen  shows  that  tensions  and  conflicts  often  increase. 
Not  only  are  there  logistical  problems  in  arranging  time 
for  political  activity,  but  there  is  the  guilt  which  follows 
for  taking  time  away  from  being  a  mother.  Add  to  this  a 
child’s  resentment  when  a  mother’s  convictions  are 
opposed  to  what  society  teaches  children  to  want. 

Thi$  is  particularly  clear  in  the  story  “Daddy,”  which 
is  written  very  effectively  from  a  young  child’s  perspec¬ 
tive  as  she  compares  her  divorced  parents: 

Mommy  .  .  .  won’t  let  me  watch  TV.  She  always  goes  to  a 
meeting  and  I  have  to  stay  with  the  baby  sitter  ...  My 
Daddy  isn’t  mean  to  me  .  .  .  Mommy  doesn’t  like  things. 
She  doesn’t  like  Mary  Hartman  like  my  Daddy  ...  1  said 
vmi  don’t  like  anvthinv  Mommv.  She  said  I  like  lots  of 


things.  I  like  plants.  I  like  to  play  basketball.  I  like 
sleeping  late  on  Sunday  mornings.  I  like  to  eat.  I  like 
books.  I  like  women.  I  like  you. 

Do  you  like  the  men  I  said. 

There  is  no  happy  ending  for  this  story  either  as  Clauser 
accurately  reflects  the  fears  and  realities  of  loss  faced  b] 
many  lesbian  mothers. 

Clausen  also  conveys  the  frustrations  and  con 
tradictipns  of  having  deep  political  convictions,  trying 
not  to  impose  them  on  our  children’s  freedom  to  decidt 
for  themselves,  but  than  feeling  we  have  failed  if  ou: 
children  not  share  our  beliefs. 

However,  while  there  is  a  lot  of  pain  in  these  stories 
they  are  not  depressing  or  overwhelmingly  negative 
This  is  due  largely  to  Clausen’s  considerable  sense  o: 
humor  which  helps  guide  us  to  be  able  to  laugh  a 
ourselves.  Also,  the  women  in  the  book  are  strong 
survivors,  and  the  collection  is  balanced  by  several  up 
beat  optimistic  stories,  such  as  “The  Warsaw  Ghetto’ 
which  is  written  from  a  co-parent’s  persepective. 

The  beginning  of  the  story  is  far  from  idyllic.  Afte 
spending  a  hectic  and  annoying  day  with  he 
lover’sdaughter  Kim,  Nomi  complains  angrily,  “and 
don’t  even  get  credit  for  being  the  mother.”  But  by  th< 
end  we  see  that  despite  the  many  tantrums  and  tears 
there  can  be  some  gratifying  moments  to  help  make  th< 
struggle  worthwile.  We  are  left  with  the  hopeful  image 
of  Kim  squeezing  Nomi’s  hand  “  in  solidarity”  as  the; 
“march  sisters  in  struggle  back  up  the  block.” 

Other  stories  in  this  collection  cover  a  variety  ol 
topics:  there  are  stories  which  explore  the  “incestuou: 
circle  of  friends”  that  our  chain  of  relationships  some 
times  turns  into;. stories  about  political  involvement  anc 
political  differences;  beginnings  and  endings  anc 
struggles  in  relationships;  stories  which  explore  oui 
relationships  with  our  sisters  and  our  mothers  as  well  a: 
with  our  children. 

The  writing  styles  and  narrator’s  perspectives  are  a; 
varied  as  the  roles  and  relationships  which  Clausen 
describes.  All  of  which  adds  up  to  a  very  powerful  and 
meaningful  collection  of  important  stories  about  oui 
lives;  often  painful  but  always  interesting. 
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THE  MENDOLA  REPORT: 

A  New  Look  At  Gay  Couples 

By  Mary  Mendola 
Crown  Publishers 
276pp.,  $12.93 

Reviewed  by  Eric  E.  Rofes 

For  a  people  defined  by  our  passions  for  others  of 
our  sex,  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  given  startlingly 
little  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  we  bond. 
While  a  rash  of  articles  have  appeared  this  year  about 
the  relationship  gay  men  have  with  straight  women, 
little  has  been  written  about  the  experience  gay  men  or 
lesbians  have  in  coupled  relationships.  It  is  easy  to  dis¬ 
miss  this  as  a  mere  oversight  or  attribute  it  to  the  bias  of 
publishers  who  insist  on  restricting  the  issues  of  concern 
to  gay  men  to  venereal  disease,  disco  dancing,  and  sex 
manuals  and  ignoring  lesbian  issues  altogether.  No,  the 
fact  is  that  coupling  in  the  gay  community  is  a  subtle, 
yet  powerfully  charged  issue  which  has  yet  to  come  out 
of  the  closet.  The  failure  of  the  gay  press  to  explore  the 
vast  array  of  issues  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  face  in 
couples  is  as  telling  as  the  lack  of  support  groups  and 
counselling  services  available  to  lesbian  and  gay  male 
couples  in  most  areas  of  this  country.  For  many  reasons, 
coupling  is  not  yet  a  fully  acceptable  part  of  our  com¬ 
munity. 

Mary  Mendola  is  to  be  praised  for  breaking  through 
the  silence  and  studying  the  lives  of  lesbian  and  gay 
male  couples.  Mendola’s  study  of  over  400  male-male 
and  female-female  couples  is  soon  to  be  followed  by 
Charles  Silverstein’s  study  of  gay  male  couples  and  a 
book  on  the  legal  issues  which  same-sex  couples  face. 
While  this  sudden  onslaught  of  literature  is  bound  to 
fill  a  critical  void  that  has  irritated  many  gay  people,  it 
is  crucial  that  this  literature  be  examined  carefully  be¬ 
cause,  for  many  of  us,  it  is  in  our  one-to-one  committed 
relationships  that  we  reap  the  rewards  of  our  political 
activities. 

I  believe  that  most  gay  people  are  fighting  for  the 
right  to  love,  the  right  to  choose  how  and  whom  to 
love,  and  the  right  to  define  and  express  that  love  in  a 
way  that  they  consider  fulfilling.  Because  of  this,  we  are 
extremely  vulnerable  to  the  cooptation  of  our  love  rela¬ 
tionships  by  a  range  of  professionals  who  insist  on  ex¬ 
ploiting  our  chosen  patterns  of  bonding  to  suit  their 
psychological,  sociological,  or  historical  theories. 
Recently,  this  is  most  apparent  in  the  work  of  hetero¬ 
sexist  historians  who  deny  the  full  love  relationships  of 
lesbian  couples  such  as  Lorena  Hickock  and  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  and  gay  male  couples  such  as  Walt  Whitman 
and  Peter  Doyle.  If  Mendola’s  report  is  indicative  of  the 
books  on  gay  coupling  that  will  be  coming  our  way,  it  is 
clear  that  writers  and  sociologists  will  be  the  next  to 
twist  the  bonds,  that  we  have  forged,  into  distortions. 

The  Mendola  Report  begins  with  a  statement  that 
will  make  many  of  us  wonder  if  the  struggle  for  libera¬ 
tion  is  really  worth  it: 

Gay  couples  living  together  are  very  similar  in  almost 
every  respect  to  heterosexual  married  couples.  And  there 
are  no  significant  difference  between  lesbian  couples  and 
homosexual  couples. 

While  this  may  merely  be  the  statement  of  the 
findings  of  the  author,  it  reflects  the  assumptions  and 
political  perspective  that  clearly  guide  the  author 
throughout  the  book:  gay  people  are  no  different  than 
straights  and  gay  couples  are  no  different  than  straight 
couples.  Throughout  the  book,  Mendola’s  comments 
and  her  choice  of  diction  smack  of  a  kind  of  unabashed 
assimilation  that  is  extremely  disconcerting:  referring  to 


gay  coupled  relationships  as  “marriages”  or  calling  one’s 
lesbian  lover  a  “wife.”  While  I  have  never  felt  fully 
comfortable  with  using  words  like  “lover,”  “partner,”  or 
Nancy  Walker’s  “sother”  to  name  the  man  with  whom  I 
share  my  life,  it  has  always  been  obvious  to  me  that 
“husband”  or  “wife”  are  clearly  inappropriate. 

Mendola’s  conclusion  that  we’re  the  same  as  straights 
robs  us  of  what  I  believe  is  our  greatest  contribution  to 
society  —  our  creative  and  dynamic  patterns  of  bond¬ 
ing.  If  her  study  had  truly  studied  lesbian  and  gay 
couples  in  an  unbiased  way  and  come  up  with  this  con¬ 
clusion,  I  could  not  fault  tfie  author.  It  is  clear  to  me, 
however,  that  Mendola’s  methods  of  defining,  research¬ 
ing  and  interviewing  lesbian  and  gay  male  couples  and 


her  definition  of  “couple”  determined  her  findings. 
Simply  put,  Mendola  began  with  a  thesis  and  re¬ 
searched  in  such  a  way  as  to  prove  her  thesis  true.  This 
tells  us  much  about  the  gay  couples  Mendola  chose  to 
look  at,  but  tells  us  almost  nothing  about  the  broad 
range  of  gay  couples  that  actually  exist. 

To  her  credit,  Mendola  states  that,  “I  am  not  pre¬ 
suming  that  the  data  represents  the  values  and  lifestyles 
of  the  entire  gay  population.”  With  most  of  the  re¬ 
spondents  coming  from  urban,  coastal  areas,  holding 
managerial  or  professional  jobs,  and  half  the  couples 
owning  thei.  >wn  home  (to  say  nothing  with  the  failure 
to  sample  people  of  color  —  95%  of  the  respondents 
are  white),  it  is  dear  that  Mendola’s  report  is  not  on  gay 
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THE  BOSTON  SEX  SCANDAL 

By  Mitzel 
Glad  Day  hooks 

22  Brom field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
148pp.,  $4.93 

Reviewed  by  David  Morris 

It  was  no  secret  among  my  friends  in  high  school  that 
certain  of  our  teachers  were  fond  of  taking  boys  for 
rides  on  country  roads  and  blowing  them.  Getting 
blown,  for  money  or,  just  as  often,  for  pleasure,  was 
one  of  those  naughty  things  we  did  and  while  for¬ 
bidden,  it  was  about  as  scandalous  for  us  as  getting 
drunk.  There  was  anal  sex  too,  favored  in  fact  by  most, 
and  neither  act  was  considered  queer  for  those  wbo  took 
the  purely  phallic  part.  (There  were  boys  as  well  as  men 
who  were  not  so  limited.)  Being  queer  was  a  sort  of 
personality  flaw  that  placed  us  in  an  awkward  and 
inferior  social  category,  but  was  no  grounds  for 
condemnation. 

If  we  were  aware  at  all  that  men  could  go  to  jail  for 
sex,  we  had  never  been  impressed  with  the  sanity  of 
cops  and  judges  anyway.  My  friends  in  the  meantime 
got  drunk  and  got  blown  when  they  could  and  I 
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explored  less  restricted  erotic  forms. 

My  adolescence  may  not  have  been  typical  (I  lived  in 
a  working-class  Chicano  neighborhood  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas),  but  I  doubt  that  sex  with  men  or  with  other 
boys  is  that  big  a  deal  for  adolescents  anywhere.  Adults, 
alas,  do  have  their  quirks  and  will  make  scandals, 
though,  and  whatever  their  motives,  they  will  send  men 
tp  jail,  for  life  even.  That’s  where  the  quirk  becomes 
dangerous. 

One  quirky  adult  scandal  with  disastrous  results 
began  in  Boston  less  than  four  years  ago  when  Suffolk 
County  District  Attorney  Garrett  Byrne  discovered  that 
4  Richard  Peluso  of  Revere  was  fond  of  younger  males 
and  that  other  adults  who  shared  his  taste  frequented 
Peluso’s  place  to  have  sex  with  teenaged  boys.  The 
events  that  followed  Byrne’s  actions  are  the  subject  of 
Mitzel’s,  The  Boston  Sex  Scandal. 

The  facts  themselves  are  familiar  enough  to  long¬ 
time  readers  of  GCN.  In  1977,  while  Anita  Bryant 
could  still  take  herself  seriously  and  while  anti-gay 
scandals  could  develop  at  the  drop  of  a  hat,  Garrett 
Byrne  indicted  24  men  on  over  100  felony  counts  for 
supposedly  having  sex  with  minors.  There  were  no  alle¬ 
gations  that  force  was  used.  Byrne  told  the  local  press, 
always  hungry  for  titillating  headlines,  that  hundreds 
more  would  be  indicted  for  taking  part  in  the  “Revere 


Sex  Ring,”  which  he  portrayed  as  an  enormous,  de¬ 
monic  conspiracy.  The  trials  went  on.  Men  were  jailed, 
boys  were  traumatized,  lives  were  ruined,  newspapers 
were  sold.  There  was  organizing  in  the  form  of  the 
Boston /Boise  Committee:  mainly  a  group  of  Fag  Rag 
radicals  who  soon  parted  ways  with  more  “respectable” 
lesbian  and  gay  activists.  The  “good  gays”  could  see 
nothing  but  tactical  peril  in  supporting  the  boy  lovers: 
there  was  the  legislative  effort  to  consider,  after  all,  and 
what  about  our  image? 

The  central  figure,  Richard  Peluso,  is  still  at  Bridge- 
water  prison  (euphemistically  referred  to  by  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  as  the  Bridgewater  “Treatment  Center”) 
where,  as  an  officially  declared  “sexually  dangerous 
person,”  h£  could  spend  the  rest  of  his  life. 

None  of  what  happened,  and  is  still  happening,  in 
Boston  sounds  very  different  from  what  has.  happened 
elsewhere  —  in  Boise,  Idaho,  for  example,  in  1955.  A 
similar  set  of  events  there  led  John  Gerassi  in  1965  to 
write  The  Boys  of  Boise  (New  York:  The  MacMillan 
Company,  1966),  with  which  it’s  tempting  to  compare 
Mitzel’s  book.  But  the  comparison  has  limited  value." 
Gerassi  is  a  professional  writer  who  had  time,  money 
and  a  paid  assistant,  and  was  writing  for  a  major  pub-^ 
lisher.  His  style  is  practiced,  smooth,  journalistic,  ■ 
Gerassi’s  research  is  exhaustive  and  he  presents  the  facts 
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couples  but  on  upper-middle-class,  well  educated, 
white  gay  couples.  While  this  is  a  gripe  we  have  heard 
about  most  surveys  and  reports  on  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Mendola’s  report  provides  a  prime  example  of 
why  such  gripes  must  continue  loud  and  clear.  By 
writing  a  book  based  on  this  population  and  allowing  it 
to  be  touted  as  a  study  of  lesbian  and  gay  male  couples, 
Mendola  is  guilty  of  creating  an  inaccurate  portrait  of 
gay  couples.  It  may  be  true  that  white,  upper-middle- 
class  couples,  whether  gay  or  straight,  are  very  similar. 
But  this  book  says  nothing  about  the  exciting  and  inno¬ 
vative  bonding  that  we  are  pioneering. 

Mendola  looks  at  traditional  gay  couples  —  how  they 
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at  great  length. 

Mitzel,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  part-time  writer  with  a 
shoe-string  budget.  His  book  is  the  first  attempt  at 
publishing  by  Glad  Day  Books  of  Boston  and  Toronto. 
As  for  Mitzel’s  style,  it’s  a  matter  of  taste.  A  good  editor 
would  have  helped  but  there’s  an  understated  wry 
humor  and  a  skepticism  that  are  irresistible. 

What  makes  Mitzel’s  book  so  much  better  reading 
than  Gerassi’s,  for  queer  folk  at  least,  is  that  he  avoids 
Gerassi’s  rather  tiresome  straight  liberal  fallacies: 
Gerassi  suggests  that  boys  wouldn’t  turn  to  men  if  there 
were  “normal”  outlets  available  and,  with  a  straight 
face,  quotes  Irving  Bieber  —  the  shrink  who  stated  his 
“expert”  opinion  that  homosexuals  are  sick  because  his 
homosexual  patients  were  sick.  Gerassi  advocates  better 
funding  for  the  Idaho  “mental  health”  department  to 
deal  with  the  men  involved  in  the  scandal. 

What  you  have  to  take  seriously,  aside  from  the  dead 
seriousness  of  life  in  prison,  and  what  ought  to  stimu¬ 
late  a  lot  of  thought,  is  Mitzel’s  political  thesis  as 
expressed  in  the  last  two  chapters.  For  Mitzel,  boy  lovers 
occupy  a  unique  position  as  “sex  radicals”: 

Nobody  but  the  sex  radicals  talks  about  Gay  Liberation 
anymore,  and  the  resistance  of  the  boy  lovers  has  become 
the  cutting  edge  for  those  still  dedicated  to  liberation  for 
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MEN  IN  LOVE:  Men's  Sexual  Fantasies — 
The  Triumph  Of  Love  Over  Rage 

By  Nancy  Friday 
Delacorte  Press,  NY 
528pp.,  $12.95 

Reviewed  by  Gary  Ralph 

Nancy  Friday  wrote  less  than  half  of  this  book. 
Whether  she  should  have  identified  herself  as 
“editor”  or  “compiler”  depends  on  what  you 
think  her  comments,  interpretations  and  explanations 
contribute  to  it.  I  suspect  that,  practically  speaking, 
their  main  function  is  to  make  people  feel  less  guilty 
about  buying  and  reading  the  book;  it  reminds  me  of 
those  porno  books  from  the  Fifties  in  which  each  explicit 
narration  of  sex  was  followed  by  a  quasi-scientific  analy¬ 
sis  by  Dr.  Arnold  Whoozis,  Ph.D.  in  Social  Work, 
Director  of  the  San  Bernardino  Institute  for  the  Study 
of  Sexual  Perversions.  You’re  not  getting  your  rocks  off, 
you’re  educating  yourself! 

You  can  get  an  education  from  reading  Men  In  Love, 
but  not  through  Nancy  Friday’s  assistance,  other  than  as 
compiler.  What  makes  the  book  worthwhile  are  the 
fantasies,  culled  from  thousands  of  letters  sent  in  anon¬ 
ymously  by  men  (and  a  few  by  women,  writing  for 
them)  in  response  to  ads  placed  by  Nancy  Friday  in 
newspaper  and  at  the  back  of  her  previous  book  My 
Secret  Garden.  Whether  these  are  fantasies  or  real 
incidents  that  are  being  recounted  (the  writers  are  not 
always  clear),  they  cover  a  range  of  thoughts,  attitudes 
and  emotions  that  it  is  well  to  be  aware  of. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  message  that  this  collec¬ 
tion  has  for  gay  men  is  that  many  straight  men,  as  well, 
feel  like  “sexual  outsiders”:  they  are  oppressed  by 
society  for  their  unauthorized  sexual  interests.  Books 
like  this  serve  as  a  healthy  corrective;  they’re  a  reminder 
that  being  straight  wouldn’t  necessarily  have  been  any 
easier.  As  a  stimulus  for  further  fantasizing  of  one’s 
own,  the  book  has  mixed  merit;  although  there  are  a 
few  splendid  gay  fantasies  (of  which  more  later),  the 
attitudes  are  for  the  most  part  heterosexual,  so  that  one 
has  to  play  the  familiar  game  of  re-interpretation  into 
one’s  own  terms.  The  most  satisfactory  approach  seems 
to  be  to  glean  what  inspiration  you  can  from  hitherto 
uncontemplated  juxtapositions,  etc.,  then  to  use 
them  in  constructing  your  own  fantasies.  I  did  most  of 
the  reading  of  this  book  late  in  the  evening,  before  I 
went  to  bed;  I  usually  masturbate  before  going  to  sleep, 
and  it  was  surprising  how  much  of  this  supposedly  “het¬ 
erosexual”  collection  I  ended  up  in  incorporating  into 
my  own  masturbation  fantasies.  One  man,  whose 
pseudonym  is  Dr.  Lewis  Brown,  fantasizes  about  being 
fucked  and  castrated  by  his  wife’s  lover  —  a  narrative 
that  I  could  only  respond  to  with  a  dropped  jaw  and 
giggles  of  amazement;  twenty  minutes  later  I  was 
having  one  of  my  hottest  orgasms  while  thinking  about 
it. 

Fantasies  themselves  are  fun  to  read,  but  the  trouble 
with  the  kind  of  book  that  Friday  has  assembled,  in 
which  people  anonymously  send  in  material,  is  that  we 
know  nothing  about  the  writer  beyond  what  he  himself 
tells  us.  We  are  thus  very  limited  in  our  ability  to  arrive 
at  independent  conclusions  about  the  nature  and 
meaning  of  what  is  being  said;  we  can  only  react  to  the 
content  of  the  letter,  without  knowing  what  is  real  and 
what  is  fantasy,  what  is  honest  and  what  is  pose.  We 
end  up  learning  a  great  deal  about  ourselves  and  our 
reaction  to  what  is  being  said  in  the  letters,  but  nothing 
verifiable  about  the  people  who  wrote  them. 

The  great  sex  researchers,  such  as  Kinsey,  have  been 
able  to  penetrate  past  this  limitation,  to  discover  some¬ 


thing  about  humankind  that  we  can  safely  say  is  based 
on  more  than  subjective  intuition.  The  qualities  of  a 
great  sex  researcher  are  at  least  two:  the  humility  to  be 
able  to  learn  from  what  your  subjects  can  teach  you, 
rather  than  attempting  to  fit  pre-conceived  theories 
upon  them;  and  the  enterprise  to  dig  up  as  much  infor¬ 
mation  about  your  subjects  as  is  ethically  possible. 
Nancy  Friday  fails  on  both  counts. 

Friday  uses  her  ignorance  of  the  fantasists’  lives  and 
backgrounds  in  order  to  subject  their  fantasies  to  an 
“interpretation”  that  amounts  almost  to  free-associa- 
tion.  All  through  the  book,  men’s  fantasies,  as  they 
themselves  recount  them,  are  subtly  distorted  in  Nancy 
Friday’s  retelling  of  them:  they  are  turned  into  rcflec 
tions  of  her  own  attitudes,  feelings  and  opinions.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Friday’s  scenario,  everybody  is  “really”  the 
way  sh& suspected  they  were  all  along.  The  fantasies  are 
all  reinterpreted  so  that  instead  of  the  men  wanting 
what  they  say  they  want,  they  actually  want  the  thing 
that  “makes  sense,”  i.e.,  those  things  which  fit  in  with 
her  preconceptions. 

It’s  interesting,  but  not  surprising,  that  in  the  ac¬ 
knowledgements,  Friday  refers  to  the  “clarity  and  bril¬ 
liance”  brought  by  a  certain  Dr.  Richard  Robertiello  to 
discussions  of  the  fantasy  material.  Dr.  Robertiello,  as 
readers  of  Jonathan  Katz’s  Gay  American  History 
(Thomas  Y.  Crowell  Company,  Publisher)  may  recall,  is 
the  author  of  a  book  published  in  1959,  entitled 
Voyage  from  Lesbos:  The  Psychoanalysis  of  a  Female 
Homosexual  —  a  title  in  which  melodrama  is  com¬ 
pounded  by  irony,  since  Dr.  Robertiello  concludes,  it 
would  seem  almost  inevitably,  that  the  patient  isn’t 
“really”  homosexual.  To  read  the  excerpt  printed  by 
Katz,  one  would  think  we  were  in  Masters-and-Johnson 
land:  the  gist  is  that  if  you  don’t  want  to  be  gay  —  if 
you  want  to  become  straight  —  then  that’s  all  right, 
and  we’ll  help  you  do  it,  with,  of  course,  nary  a  hint 
that  there  are  reasons  a  person  might  want  to  be  gay. 

This  mention  of  a  book  written  twenty  years  ago 
would  be  irrelevant  were  it  not  that  its  thesis  matches 
Nancy  Friday’s  so  closely.  The  statement  of  hers  that 
will  give  most  gay  readers  pause  is  her  declaration  that 
“I  myself  do  not  call  any  man  gay  unless  that  is  the 
name  he  gives  himself.”  Elsewhere,  she  justifies  herself 
by  explaining  that  “if  these  men  call  themselves  hetero¬ 
sexual,  who  am  I  to  say  I  know  them  better  than  they  do 
themselves?”  At  first  one  thinks  she  is  only  being  care¬ 
ful  in  the  way  that,  after  all,  any  psychologist  or  physi¬ 
ologist  is  called  upon  by  duty  to  be.  Kinsey  rightly  said 
that  there  is  not  really  any  such  thing  as  “a  homosex¬ 
ual,”  though  there  may  be  homosexual  sex,  or  homo¬ 
sexual  feelings  or  impulses.  Science  has  not  yet  found 
any  mark  to  distinguish  “the  homosexual,”  and  it 
probably  never  will. 

But  Friday  does,  however,  use  the  distinction:  she 
gives  “Homosexuals”  a  chapter  all  their  own.  Oddly 
enough,  she  also  has  a  chapter  entitled  “Straight  Men, 
Gay  Fantasies”;  all 'this  is  especially  odd  since  the  first 
sentence  of  her  book  is  “This  is  a  book  about  men  who 
love  women.”  In  fact,  it  becomes  increasingly  clear  that 
the  reason  Friday  doesn’t  call  people  “gay”  unless  they 
so  describe  themselves  is  that  she’s  capitalizing  upon 
their  reluctance  to  do  so:  like  Robertiello  with  women, 
she  won’t  allow  men  to  be  homosexual  unless  she  is 
given  absolutely  no  other  option.  It’s  the  old  story:  if 
they  were  really  secure,  if  they  were  able  to  sort  out 
their  problems,  they’d  be  loving  women. 

In  the  presentation  of  this  pre-conception,  she  is 
aided  by  the  peculiar  nature  of  her  homosexual  sources. 
The  “Homosexuals”  chapter  gets  off  to  a  brisk  start  with 
a  declaration  from  a  man  identified  as  “Nick  August” 
—  “a  self-proclaimed  homosexual”  —  that  “homosex- 
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MEAT:  How  Men  Look,  Act,  Walk,  Talk, 
Dress,  Undress,  Taste,  &  Smell. 

True  Homosexual  Experiences  From  S.T.H. 

Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald 
Gay  Sunshine  Press ,  PO  Box  40397, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94140 
192pp.,  $10.00 

Reviewed  by  C.  R.  Woodhouse 

i\\rr  are  the  people  our  parents  warned  us 

^^about!”  ran  an  old  slogan  from  the  ’60s, 
*  ™  but  to  read  Meat:  True  Homosexual  Ex¬ 
periences  is  to  be  reminded,  with  alarmed  delight,  of 
who  and  what  we  have  become.  Can  it  be  true  —  as  it 
seems  to  be  —  that  I  am  the  high-school  coach  who 
licks  his  players’  asses?  Or  the  priest  that  “jacks  off  in  a 
mirror?”  Or  the  happily  married  man  who  gives  blow 
jobs  in  shopping-mall  men’s  rooms?  The  answer, 
obviously,  is  Yes:  one  has  done  all  these  things,  or 
things  like  them.  But  how  strange,  how  unexpected, 
and  how  thrilling  to  see  them,  to  therefore  see 
ourselves,  in  print.  The  publicness  of  books  confers  on 
our  sexual  lives  a  new,  not  dignity,  but  reality.  We  read 
along  with  recognition,  and  it  is  our  own  stories  we, 
read. 

That  is  why,  though  Meat  is  dirty  (I  use  the  word 
without  negative  connotations)  it  is  absolutely  not 
pornographic.  It  is  entirely  without  what  Judge  Wooley 
called  “the  leer  of  the  sensualist.”  Or  rather,  the  very 
category  “sensualist,”  itself  so  verbally  chaste,  doesn’t 
exist  —  to  the  extent  that  we  are  reading  about  our¬ 
selves,  we  are  all  sensualists,  and  equally  leering.  But 
this  is  in  fact  the  case,  not  only  of  Meat  readers  but  of 
everybody.  There  is  no  more  a  class  of  sexually  excitable 
people  than  there  is  a  class  of  “criminals.” 

But  who,  in  any  case,  would  the  term  “porno- 
grapher"  apply  to  in  Meat ?  Nobody  is  making  any 
money  off  his  sexpertise  (certainly  not  the  magazine’s 
editor,  Boyd  McDonald).  Further,  and  more  interest¬ 
ing,  the  stories  are  erotically  hot  in  a  very  different  way 
from,  say,  the  stories  you  find  in  Blue  boy.  There  the 
characters  invited  to  excite  our  fantasies  are  indeed  fan¬ 
tastic:  divinely  handsome  studs  with  inch-deep  tans, 
white  teeth,  huge  biceps  and  huger  cocks.  It  is  not  that 
these  types  are  unsexy,  but  that  they  don’t  exist.  How 
many  of  us  (be  honest)  have  been  having  sex  with  men 
who  look  like  this? 

The  emphasis  in  ST  HI  Meat,  on  the  other  hand,  is  on 
truth.  As  Charley  Shively  points  out  in  a  perceptive 
introduction,  many  of  the  stories  begin  with  an  almost 
apologetic  assertion  of  the  episode’s  truth:  “.  .  .it  all 
seems  unbelievable  but  it  happened.”  If,  as  I  find,  the 
stories  in  Meat  are  in  fact  sexier  than  the  fantasies  in 
Blue  boy ,  it  is  precisely  because  they  actually  took  place. 
Thus  the  story  provocatively  (but  not  falsely)  entitled 
“Subscriber  Says  His  Father  ‘Flad,’  As  It  Were,  Tyrone 
Power”  is  not  a  reverie,  a  “what-if  ’  dream,  but  a  simple 
and  laconic  report. 

Somebody,  I  think  Magnus  Hirschfeld,  once  said  that 
when  the  story  of  homosexuality  came  to  be  written,  it 
would  have  to  be  written  by  homosexuals  themselves. 
Meat  is  definitely  part  of  that  history.  I  do  not  want  to 
denigrate  magazines  like  Blue  boy  and  Honcho,  but 
their  approach  to  gay  sex,  though  admirably  sexy,  is  not 


nearly  gay  enough.  They  still  cater  to  readers  whose  fan¬ 
tasies  are  more  exciting  than  their  actual  lives.  But  one 
of  the  major  differences  between  the  way  gay  people 
lead  their  livesnand  the  way  straight  people  do,  is  that 
we  have  a  lot  more  opportunity  for  sex.  Meat  is  not  a 
substitute  for  sex,  but  a  record  of  it.  I  consider  it  crucial 
that  its  “material”  is  not  thought  up  by  an  author  trying 
to  sell  and  editor  on  somebody  else’s  fantasies  (the  sup¬ 
posed  “average”  reader’s),  but  produced  by  the  readers 
themselves.  Nobody  else,  not  even  another  homosex¬ 
ual,  is  telling  our  story  for  us. 

About  the  flavor  of  this  magazine  and  its  anthology 
—  sardonic,  campy,  literal-minded,  outraged  —  I  can 
say  very  little;  you  have  to  read  it  to  get  it.  The  photos 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  the  book,  and  are  them¬ 
selves  in  keeping  with  its  style;  in  the  era  of  respectable 
and  glossy  gay  magazines,  who  else  but  Boyd 
McDonald  would  keep  serving  up  models  from  The 
American  Models  Guild?  But  this  faithfulness  to  an 
earlier  homosexual  culture,  when  magazines  with  nude 
men  in  them  were  hardly  available  at  every  book-store, 
is  another  charm  of  STH  and  Meat.  There  is  more  to  it 
than  that,  of  course.  McDonald  steadfastly  refuses  to 
use  the  word  “gay”  for  instance,  believing  with  some 
justice  that  it  has  been  co-opted  by  high-minded  homo¬ 
sexual  liberals.  He,  for  one,  wants  to  put  the  sex  back  in 
homosexuality,  and  God  knows  his  magazine  succeeds. 

I  have  found  that  those  liberals  find  his  emphasis  on 
sex  disturbing.  The  claim  used  to  be  made  in  the  early 
’70s  that  gay  people  were  just  like  straights  except  for 
what  they  did  in  bed.  (This  has  been  neatly  inverted  by 
a  radical  wag:  the  only  thing  faggots  and  hets  have  in 
common  is  what  they  do  in  bed.)  It  was  felt  that  the 
straight  world  defined  (and  negatively  judged)  homo¬ 


sexuals  on  the  basis  of  a  specifically  sexual  life  that  was 
perceived  as  bizarre  and  obsessional.  Just  as  white 
Americans  could  never  quite  get  beyond  the  mere  fact 
of  skin  color,  so  straight  ones  couldn’t  really  see  past 
who  you  fucked.  Well,  this  still  seems  to  me  true,  but 
the  liberal  remedy  —  getting  people  to  see  that  we’re 
just  like  them  —  seems  less  helpful.  If  there  is  such  a 
thing  (beloved  as  it  is  of  responsible  activists)  as  a  “gay 
community,”  it  is  a  community  of  shared  experiences, 
and  those  experiences  are  frequently  sexual.  Of  course 
“sex  isn’t  the  whole  thing”  —  whatever  that  is  supposed 
to  mean  —  but  it  is  certainly  an  important  part  of  gay 
men’s  lives,  even  the  more  high-minded  ones’. 

What  comes  out  in  Meat  is  not  obsessiveness  but 
enthusiasm,  not  what  the  tabloids  call  “bizarre  kicks” 
but  versatility,  ingenuity,  shrewdness,  and  a  sense  of 
humor.  And  if  there  is  a  gay  culture,  it  is  composed  of 
these  attitudes  and  not  of  quiche-pans  and  Big  John 
dolls. 

Although  I  heartily  recommend  this  book  to  anybody 
(sexually  gifted  straights  are  frequently  receptive),  I 
must  enter  two  small  complaints.  One,  I  wish  the 
articles  had  been  dated  so  we  could  tell  whether  there 
had  been  a  significant  change  in  sexual  behavior  since 
Straight  To  Hell  started  coming  out.  And  second,  I 
missed  the  captioned  photos  that  bear  the  editor’s  un¬ 
mistakable  mark  of  genius:  “Grandfather  Exploits 
Baby”  (above  a  photo  of  Bert  Lance  with  his  wife  and 
grand-son)  is  my  favorite.  In  general,  I  could  use  a  little 
more  of  Boyd  McDonald  and  a  little  less  of  his  contribu¬ 
tors  —  but  I’ve  been  queer  for  him  since  I  saw  my  first 
issue  of  STH  in  1975.  Perhaps  some  of  these  suggestions 
could  be  incorporated  in  Meat,  Part  II,  promised  for 
1982? 


A-M  * 
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Gaywyck:  Good  Gay  Gothic 


GAYWYCK 

By  Vincent  Virga 
Avon  Books 
375pp.,  $2.95 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

The  cover  should  tell  you  as  much  as  you  need  to 
know  about  Gaywyck.  In  the  background,  a 
gloomy  mansion  crouches  beneath  lowering,  fore¬ 
boding  skies;  in  the  foreground,  a  darkly  handsome 
man  in  formal  dress  rests  one  hand  (the  other  grasps  a 
walking-stick)  on  the  shoulder  of  a  fragile,  apprehen¬ 
sive-looking  blond  youth  while  steel-gray  waves  crash 
on  the  rocks  around  them.  “He  was  so  innocent .  .  .  until 
he  fell  captive  to  the  brooding  master  and  sinister 
secrets  of  Gaywyck”  —  if  that  isn’t  enough  to  send  you 
into  paroxysms  of  laughter,  you  have  my  sympathy.  Go 
on  to  the  magazine  rack,  pick  up  the  latest  issue  of 
Honcho  or  whatever,  and  do  not  reflect  on  experiences 
which  are  beyond  your  understanding. 

From  the  opening  sentence  of  the  narrative  —  “I 
resembly  my  mother  physically”  —  to  the  closing  one 
—  “Bells  tolled,  the  sea  continued,  our  love  endures” 
—  Mr.  Vincent  V  rga  had  me  in  his  spell.  Robert 
Whyte,  the  novel’s  narrator,  is  the  son  of  a  doting 
mother  whom  he  resemble  physically  and  a  strict, 
distant  father  in  late  19th-century  New  England.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  is  hired  to  catalogue  the  library  at 
Gaywyck  —  the  Long  Island  estate  of  the  fabulously 
wealthy  Gaylord  family.  Donough  Cormack  Gaylord.  . 


scion  and  sole  surviving  member  —  or  so  Robert  is  told 
—  of  the  clan,  lives  there  with  his  old  tutor  Julian 
Denvers,  his  old  music  teacher  Everard  Keyes,  various 
other  retainers,  and  “the  dark  sexual  secrets  of  his  past,” 
as  it  says  here  on  the  back  cover.  His  mother,  his  father, 
and  his  identical  twin  brother  Cormack  Donough 
Gaylord  all  died  in  mysterious  circumstances.  Robert 
soon  finds  himself  drawn  tenderly  to  his  employer,  who 
reciprocates,  but  their  tentative  courtship  is  interrupted 
by  Robert’s  frequent  illness  and  Donough’s  business 
trips.  This  gives  Robert  time  to  uncover  the  dreadful 
Gaylord  family  secrets  —  assault,  murder,  incest,  mad¬ 
ness  —  without  which  no  Gothic  romance  would  be 
complete.  In  the  end  all  the  mysteries  are  unraveled, 
and  with  no  impediments  remaining  to  their  love, 
Donough  and  Robert  are  free  to  live  happily  ever  after 
(which  they  do,  as  the  Epilogue  reveals)  for  nearly 
seventy  years. 

I  should  confess  that  the  only  Gothic  romance  I’d 
read  hitherto  was  Clara  Reeve  by  Leonie  Hargrave  (a 
nom  de  plume  of  Thomas  M.  Disch),  which  I  also  rec¬ 
ommend  for  its  gay-related  content  but  which,  like 
Gaywyck ,  is  as  much  a  joke  on  the  genre  as  an  example 
of  the  genre.  But  Gaywyck,  like  Clara  Reeve,  is  more 
than  a  tour  de  force.  Vincent  Virga  (another  pseudo¬ 
nym?)  does  more,  it  seems  to  me,  than  touch  all  the 
bases  of  a  conventional  genre  of  pulp  romance  (but  that 
is  for  people  who  know  the  genre  to  say). 

What  I  can  say  is  that  Mr.  Virga  writes  pretty  well  — 

I  did  not,  as  I  so  often  do,  find  myself  mentally  rewrit¬ 
ing  half  his  sentences  for  him  —  and  he  has  written  a 


novel  about  gay  men  which  is  fun  to  read,  which  is  nice 
for  a  change.  While  I  wouldn’t  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
Gaywyck  is  “Politically  Correct”  (since  our  heroes  are 
too  good-looking  and  wealthy)  it  at  least  eschews  mis¬ 
ogyny  and  machismo.  It  even  has  a  reasonably  credible 
happy  ending.  That  alone  is  enough  to  make  me  wish 
Gaywyck  had  been  around  when  I  was  in  high  school. 
One  could,  I  suppose,  ask  for  more,  but  for  now  I’m 
counting  my  blessings. 
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The  Warmth  Shines  Through 


THE  HABIT  OF  BEING: 
Letters  of  Flannery  O’Connor 

Edited  by  Sally  Fitzgerald 
Vintage  Books,  New  York 
596  pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Peg  Cruikshank 


These  are  wonderful  letters.  As  is  evident  in  her 
short  stories  and  novels,  these  letters  show  Flan¬ 
nery  O’Connor’s  gift  for  writing. 

The  reader  who  is  accustomed  to  the  world  of  O’Con¬ 
nor’s  fiction  will  find  these  letters  to  contain  an  almost 
cheery  quality.  The  often  bleak  and  cruel  world  which 
her  imagination  depicts  in  much  of  her  fiction  seems  far 
removed  in  these  letters.  Getting  direct  impressions 
from  O’Connor  In  The  Habit  of  Being  is  a  great 
pleasure. 

She  was  a  great  humorist,  and  these  letters  are  often 
very  funny,  but  the  special  qualities  of  her  humor 
would  be  hard  to  show  through  short  quotations.  She 
affects  the  manner  of  a  dumb  hick  occasionally,  and 
loves  to  spell  words  as  she  hears  them  pronounced 
around  her:  “business,”  for  example,  becomes 
“bidness.”  At  one  point  she  says  that  she  feels  like  a 
“combination  of  Msgr.  Sheen  and  Gorgeous  George. 
Everybody. .  .thinks  I’m  a  hillbilly  nihilist,  whereas  I 
would  like  to  create  the  impression  over  the  television 
that  I’m  a  hillbilly  Thomist. . (p.  81) 

O’Connor  delights  in  quoting  the  sayings  of  her 
mother,  Regina,  to  her  friends,  so  that  Regina’s  com¬ 
plete  lack  of  literary  sophistication  forms  a  comic  con¬ 
trast  to  her  own  taste.  When  one  of  O’Connor’s  friends 
gets  $1000  from  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  for  a  story, 
Regina  tells  her  daughter  pointedly  that  she  should 
write  something  people  will  like. 

Yet  the  mother-daughter  bond  is  very  strong,  and 
without  Regina’s  care,  Flannery,  who  suffered  from 
lupus,  would  probably  have  been  much  less  happy  as 
well  as  much  less  productive.  The  letters  are  remarkably 
free  of  complaints  about  her  terrible  disease,  but  her  at¬ 
titude  is  not  exactly  stoic  resignation  —  it  is  much  more 
positive  than  that. 

In  O’Connor’s  stories,  common  sources  of  humor  are 
the  grotesque  and  the  bizarre,  and  in  these  letters  she 
likes  to  amuse  her  correspondents  by  passing  on 
whatever  odd  facts  or  weird  happenings  she  has  heard. 

Mitzel 

continued  from  page  5 
homosexuals,  (p.  125) 

In  opposition  to  lesbian  and  gay  liberals,  Mitzel  de¬ 
clares: 

It  is  clear  to  the  sex  radicals  that  turning  to  the  state  for 
redress  is  not  only  a  waste  of  money  and  energy,  it  contra¬ 
dicts  the  work  one  should  be  doing.  Increasing  state 
power  in  any  area  undercuts  all  efforts  at  liberation. 
Those  posing  as  sexual  liberationists  who  seek  aggrandiz¬ 
ing  state  power  to  allegedly  ameliorate  existing  evils 
serves  only  the  long-range  interests  of  the  National  Secur¬ 
ity  State  system.  Poisonous  middle-class  values,  so  per¬ 
vasive  in  the  “respectable”  wings  of  the  gay  and  feminist 


The  Habit  of  Being  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  the  South 
(at  least  rural  Georgia)  in  the  fifties  and  sixties.  She  cer¬ 
tainly  had  ambivalent  feelings  about  her  region,  but 
she  seemed  to  thrive  there.  I  think  it’s  useful  for  non- 
Southerners  to  know  something  of  the  complexities  of  a 
place  like  rural  Georgia,  seen  through  the  sympathetic 
eye  of  a  native  daughter. 

One  guesses  from  these  letters  that  her  life  did  not 
include  sexual  experiences.  Her  letters  to  women  are 
conspicuously  richer  and  warmer  than  her  letters  to 
men.  Indeed,  one  of  the  many  impressive  qualities  of 
this  collection  is  its  display  of  women  bonding  with 
each  other  —  here  is  a  small  network  of  women  writers. 
She  wrote  very  generously  to  aspiring  women  writers, 
gave  them  good  advice,  took  time  to  read  their  manu¬ 
scripts  and  comments,  and  warmly  applauded  their  suc¬ 
cesses.  There  is  not  a  hint  of  the  “Queen  Bee’  in  her 
attitude  toward  other  women  writers. 

Some  of  her  most  interesting  remarks  on  writing 
appear  in  her  letters  to  Sister  Mariella  Gable,  a  strong- 
minded  Minnesota  Benedictine  who  admired 
O’Connor  greatly.  In  the  fifties,  O’Connor  tells  a 
friend,  when  Sister  Mariella’s  bishop  ordered  her  to 
stop  teaching  Catcher  in  the  Rye ,  she  defied  him  and 
was  banished.  Flannery  clearly  relished  such  defiance 
and,  as  a  Catholic  and  a  writer  living  in  a  small 
Southern  town,  she  had  some  opportunities  to  practice 
defiance  herself.  There  are  also  splendidly  defiant  char¬ 
acters  in  her  stories,  young  Tarwater  in  The  Violent 
Bear  It  Away ,  for  example,  and  the  teenager  in  the 
doctor’s  waiting  room  who  glares  at  another  patient  and 
finally  calls  her  an  old  warthog  from  hell. 

I  knew  from  many  years  of  hearing  nuns  praise  Flan¬ 
nery  O’Connor  that  she  was  an  Orthodox  Catholic,  but 
I  was  suprised  by  the  fervent,  literal-minded  faith 
revealed  in  the  letters.  She  was  not  pious  (i.e.  she  could 
mock  Catholics  for  certain  traits  such  as  anti-intellec- 
tualism)  but  she  was  an  absolutely  staunch  believer. 
There  is  something  almost  disgusting  about  a  woman  of 
her  genius  (or  any  woman,  for  that  matter)  asking  some 
Jesuit  for  permission  to  read  books  on  the  Index  (a  list 
of  books  prohibited  by  the  Vatican  for  Catholics  to 
read).  On  the  other  hand,  once  I  got  used  to  her  faith,  I 
lost  my  condescending  view  of  it  and  began  to  see  her  as 
a  special  case. 

Another  difficulty  is  her  racism.  Separate  and 
unequal  was  fine  with  her.  In  several  reviews  of  the 
letters,  all  of  them  very  favorable,  I  found  no  mention 
of  the  racist  remarks  that  appear  in  some  of  these 


movements,  are  life-denying,  usually  to  anyone  who  lives 
differently,  (p.  136)  (Italics  in  the  original.) 

I  for  one  am  glad  to  see  a  little  anarchism  brought 
back  to  our  movement.  v 
Mitzel  is  critical  in  particular  of  “middle-class  femin¬ 
ist  opposition  to  pedophilia.  He  says  that  feminists 
have  opposed  lowering  the  age  of  consent  laws  to  pro¬ 
tect  young  females  and,  in  the  name  of  sexual  equality, 
oppose  establishing  a  different  age  for  males.  The  real 
effect  has  been  to  bring  about  homophobic  attacks  on 
consensual  relationships  between  men  and  boys. 

Not  clearly  stated  in  the  book,  but  clearly  implicit  in 


letters.  The  black  workers  on  her  mother’s  farm  are 
occasionally  targets  for  her  scorn,  for  example,  and  she 
pokes  fun  at  her  friend  Maryat  Lee  for  her  civil  rights 
work.  Sally  Fitzgerald,  the  editor  of  these  letters,  who 
was  also  O’Connor’s  friend,  is  aware  that  some  readers 
of  The  Habit  of  Being  will  disapprove  of  her  racism;  she 
devotes  the  last  two  pages  of  her  introduction  to  a 
rather  oblique  discussion  of  the  question,  never  using 
the  word  “racism”  as  she  attempts  to  defend  O’Connor 
against  the  charge.  The  editor’s  claim  that  O’Connor 
approved  of  Martin  Luther  King’s  work  does  not 
persuade  me.  If  I  were  to  ridicule  the  lesbians  next 
door,  it  is  no  defense  of  me  to  say  that  I  approve  of 
Gertrude  Stein. 

Further,  the  editor  suggests  that  if  O’Connor  had 
lived  longer  she  might  have  developed  “a  greater 
personal  empathy”  with  black  people.  I  doubt  it, 
because  a  static  world  of  permanently  fixed  roles  and 
values  seemed  congenial  to  her,  and  therefore  she  was 
comfortable  with  inequality.  A  certain  rigidity  of  tem- 
perment  is  required  for  many  of  the  dramatic  conflicts 
among  her  fictional  characters.  And  her  defiance  would 
be  less  pronounced  if  there  were  no  absolutes  in  her 
world.  Perhaps  her  sense  of  the  grotesque  depends  on 
some  prior  sense  of  what  is  absolutely  fitting  or  appro¬ 
priate. 

Despite  Sally  Fitzgerald’s  difficulty  in  confronting 
the  racism  in  O’Connor’s  letters,  however,  her  intro¬ 
duction  to  this  book  is  excellent.  She  modestly 
underplays  her  own  friendship  with  the  author,  but 
only  a  close  friend  could  have  annotated  the  letters  as 
thoroughly  as  she  has.  A  fruitful  collaboration  of 
woman  writer  and  woman  editor  is  impressively  demon¬ 
strated  in  The  Habit  of  Being . 

A  final  note  in  a  feminist  vein:  I  cannot  imagine  a 
famous  male  writer  presenting  himself  to  friends  and 
literary  connections  as  unpretentiously  and  unselfcon¬ 
sciously  as  O’Connor  presents  herself  to  her  world.  I 
never  got  the  feeling  with  an  O’Connor  letter  that  she 
was  looking  right  through  the  recipient  to  a  future 
bookshelf,  and  seeing  a  volume  titled.  The  Collected 
Letters  of  Flannery  O’Connor.  In  addition,  famous 
writers  have  often  been  rather  nasty  human  beings. 
These  letters  show  Flannery  O’Connor  to  have  been  an 
exceptionally  warm  and  generous  woman.  From  her 
stories  I  felt  sure  that  she  despised  the  human  race,  but 
these  letters  show  a  variety  of  loving  connections  to 
people,  especially  to  women. 


the  facts  of  the  1977  scandal  and  its  aftermath,  is  a 
response  to  the  argument  that  adult-child  relations 
involve  a  dangerous  potential  for  exploitation  because 
of  the  inequality  of  power.  But  the  power  of  judges  and 
cops  to  imprison  for  life  is  a  power  of  an  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  magnitude  from  the  purely  potential  power  of  a 
man  over  a  boy  in  a  sexual  or  affectional  situation.  To 
oppose  boy  lovers  because  they  might  have  power  over 
boys  while  ignoring  the  power  of  the  state  over  boy 
lovers  —  which  is  not  potential  but  real,  awesome  and 
destructive  —  shows  a  lack  of  principle. 

Political  radicalism  fits  personal  relations  into  a  larger 
whole:  the  personal  creates  and  is  created  by  the 
political.  Radical  gay  liberation  fits  itself  integrally  into 
the.  larger  movement  for  the  transformation  of  society: 
We  see  gay  liberation  as  central  to  destroying  existing 
property  arrangements,  which  at  present  include  family 
and  sex  relationships,  as  well  as  current  patterns  of 
exploitative  authority.  There  isn’t  a  clearer  or  more  inter¬ 
esting  or  more  significant  demonstration  of  the  negating 
power  of  the  gay  liberation  movement,  than  the  rising  of 
the  boy-lovers,  (p.  136)  (Italics  in  the  original.) 

Mitzel’s  book  is  important  because  it  describes 
important  events  and  because  it  raises  basic  questions 
about  our  movement.  It  should  be  read. 
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Stories 

continued  from  page  3 

of  the  stories  much  more  than  others,  although  they  are 
all  well-crafted  and  succeed  in  making  an  impact  on  the 
reader.  Several  of  the  stories  in  the  section  about  the 
women’s  movement  (“The  Freedom  of  Rosemary 
Paton,”  “Keep  it  Clean,”  and  “Parallel  Lines”)  and  two 
others  that  might  as  well  have  been  in  that  section 
(“Acts  of  Violence”  and  “Afterlife")  had  the  unconvinc¬ 
ing  characterization  and  didactic  quality  many  associate 
with  socialist  fiction.  The  characters  are  self-consciously 
political  without  sufficient  personal  or  emotional  sub¬ 
stance  to  make  us  particularly  care  about  them.  Of  the 
five  writers,  Michele  Roberts  stands  out  both  as  the 
most  poetic  and  the  most  personal;  consequently  I 
found  her  stories  the  most  memorable. 

My  chief  disappointment  in  this  book  is  that  it  does 
not  bring  its  careful,  loving,  critical  eyes  towards  les¬ 
bianism  enough.  Only  three  of  the  stories  are  about  les¬ 
bians,  and  these  stories,  while  realistic  in  their  depic¬ 
tion  of  individual  lives,  do  not  say  much  about  the 
current  lesbian-feminist  movement  in  Britain.  This  is 
not  surprising,  as  the  British  women’s  movement  tends 
to  be  split  between  socialist-feminists  (who  are  usually 
straight)  and  lesbian-feminists.  Although  many  les- 

Men  In  Love 
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uals  are  men  who  are  so  terrified  of  their  sexual  feelings 
for  their  mothers,  that  they  have  spent  their  whole  lives 
proving  they  don’t  have  any  feelings  at  all  for  women.” 
We  are  not  surprised  to  learn,  later  on,  that  he  is  in 
analysis;  may  I  suggest  that  his  analyst  is  a  very  old- 
fashioned  one?  The  other  fantasies  in  this  chapter  are 
relatively  short,  and,  in  fact,  Friday  lamely  confesses 
that  although  “I  sought  the  help  of  various  sex  thera¬ 
pists  and  psychiatrists  who  do  homosexual  counseling” 
and  “I  also  advertised  in  widely  read  homosexual  peri¬ 
odicals”  (the  Advocate ?)  “and  had  requests  posted  on 
gay  discussion  group  bulletin  boards,”  the  number  of 
gay  fantasies  she  received  was  so  small  that  she  had  to 
print  every  single  one  she  received,  just  to  fill  out  the 
chapter. 

My  first  reaction  was  that  if  more  gay  people  had 
written,  she  might  have  learned  something;  but  on 
second  thought,  I  don’t  think  Nancy  Friday  is  worth 
trying  to  teach.  The  most  simple-minded  researcher 
would  seem  to  be  able  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  can  learn  a  great  deal  about  sexuality  besides  what 
our  subjects  are  willing  —  nay,  eager  —  to  tell  us;  but 
Friday  declares: 

If  I  had  persisted,  had  searched  harder,  I  am  sure  I  would 

eventually  have  collected  more  material  for  this  chapter. 

If  in  the  end  I  decided  not  to,  it  was  because  I  feared  all 

this  effort  would  distort  the  tone  of  this  work.  The  men 

in  all  the  other  chapters  had  essentially  come  looking  for 


bian-feminists  are  anti-capitalist,  few  of  them  belong  to 
socialist  groups.  Likewise,  these  writers  don’t  seem  to 
spend  much  time  in  the  lesbian  community. 

If  the  lives  of  the  feminists  in  7 ales  are  interesting, 
yet  somewhat  different  from  your  own  life,  it  is  not 
necessarily  because  the  women  are  British.  I  think  there 
are  more  similarities  between  lesbian  feminists  in  the 
UK  and  the  US  than  there  are  between  lesbian  and 
non- lesbian  feminists  in  either  country.  Learning  to 
love  and  work  with  women  (in  a  lesbian  context)  is  not 
very  similar  to  learning  to  love  and  work  with  men  (in  a 
heterosexual  context).  The  aspects  of  lesbian  relation¬ 
ships  troubling  and  delighting  women  are  pretty  similar 
in  the  US  and  the  UK.  Heterosexuality  is  a  whole  other 
scene. 

Gay  men  will  find  little  of  specific  interest  in  Tales  I 
Tell  My  Mother ,  but  like  lesbians  they  can  learn  a  lot 
from  these  very  interesting  pictures  of  how  men  (in  a 
heterosexual  context)  are  or  are  not  struggling  with  sex¬ 
ism.  And  we  can  all  enjoy  these  stories  about  feminism 
in  action  in  a  culture  so  similar  —  yet  different  —  from 
our  own. 


Whitman 
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Grass.  Then  if  you  want  biography,  read  Whitman’s 
Specimen  Days ,  reprinted  in  a  beautiful  paperback 
edition  by  Godine.  And  if  you  want  to  know  about  his 
gay  ness,  read  Robert  K.  Martin’s  Homosexual  Tradition 
in  American  Poetry  (University  of  Texas  Press,  1979). 
After  that,  why  not  read  yourself,  as  the  good  gay  poet 
recommends: 

Stop  this  day  and  night  with  me  and  you  shall  possess  the 
origin  of  all  poems, .  .  . 


Mendola 
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meet,  how  they  negotiate  their  sexual  relationships, 
how  the  deal  with  their  problems,  how  they  “divorce” 
(her  word,  not  mine),  how  they  grow  old  together  and 
die.  For  traditional  couples,  this  is  valuable,  although  it 
is  told  in  a  manner  that  allows  Mendola  to  push  her 
biases  throughout  the  book.  The  couples  sampled  tend 
to  be  gay  versions  of  Ozzie  and  Harriet.  We  see  no 
couples  living  collectively  with  other  gay  people,  no 
long  term  relationships  that  don’t  involve  cohabiting, 
little  cross-generational  couples.  The  ground-breaking 
work  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  done  in  breaking 
down  traditional  roles  for  men  and  women  in  couples  is 
given  little  attention  and  creative  sexual  arrangements 
are  looked  at  with  subtle  disfavor. 

All  this  would  not  be  outrageous  if  Mendola  did  not 
insist  on  drawing  conclusions  for  gay  couples  in  general 
based  on  her  admittedly  skewed  sample  population. 
And  while  she  is  generally  careful  to  add  that  her  state¬ 
ments  are  only  for  the  population  studied,  the  book’s 
cover  somehow  maintains  “homosexual  and  lesbian 
couples  are  similar  in  almost  every  respect  to  homosex¬ 
ual  couples.”  Where  Mendola  found  her  information 
on  straight  couples  is  never  discussed.  No  comparison 
sampling  seems  to  have  taken  place.  And  if  we  are 
similar  to  straight  couples,  the  report  is  guilty  of  giving 
less  than  serious  consideration  to  issues  of  domestic 
violence,  rape,  wages  for  housework  and  alcoholism. 

It  is  possible  that  Mendola’s  questionnaire  is  most 
responsible  for  the  type  of  respondent  population  she 
received.  A  questionnaire  that  refers  to  gay  marriage, 
divorce  and  widowhood  may  turn  off  many  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  see  their  lives  and  their  relationships  as 
quite  distinct  from  these  heterosexist  terms. 

The  book  does  provide  the  reader  with  ample  discus¬ 
sions  by  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  their  relationships. 
While  this  does  not  reveal  much  that  is  original  or  inter¬ 
esting,  it  does  make  it  clear  that  gay  couples  need  to 
examine  the  use  and  abuse  of  love  in  our  community. 
Love  as  created  and  marketed  in  the  media  seems  to 
serve  a  function  of  social  control  that  turns  wise  women 
into  fools  and  politically  aware  men  into  victims.  Men¬ 
dola’s  book  fails  to  examine  the  role  of  love  in  our  rela¬ 
tionships  and  leaves  it  undefined  and  magical.  A 
deeper  look  into  our  loves  and  our  lives  is  needed. 
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me. 

God  knows  what  the  tone  of  the  work  was  meant  to  be, 
but  it  was  evidently  intended  to  be  free  from  the  taint 
of  representativity.  As  far  as  the  chapter  on  “Homosex¬ 
uals”  goes,  I  would  be  inclined  to  declare  that  we’re  well 
out  of  it,  and  leave  it  at  that. 

The  chapter  that  troubles  me  is  the  one  on  “Straight 
Men,  Gay  Fantasies.”  The  presumable  criterion  for 
including  fantasies  in  this  chapter  is  that  the  men  do 
not  identify  themselves  as  gay,  but  usually  it  is  because 
they  are  struggling  with  the  idea  of  a  “gay  identity”  and 
what  it  might  mean  to  them  to  declare  themselves  as 
gay,  in  conflict  with  society’s  dictates.  One  man, 
pseudonym  “Everett,”  narrates  a  splendid  story  —  not  a 
fantasy  —  about  standing  behind  a  counter  and  jerking 
off  while  looking  at  a  handsome  young  Chicano  boy, 
and  ends  with  the  remark,  “Does  it  mean  I’m  homo¬ 
sexual?  I  hope  not.  I  wouldn’t  know  how  to  think  of 
myself.” 

These  men’s  attitudes  towards  gayness  are  bitterly 
confused.  It  would  seem  the  purpose  of  a  mass-market 
book  such  as  this  to  help  people  deal  with  their  con¬ 
fusion  —  to  familiarize  them  with  the  issues  and  the 
options.  Friday  talks  about  homosexual  acts  and  homo¬ 
sexual  feelings,  and  she  talks,  a  little  bit,  about  “homo¬ 
sexuals”;  but  as  far  as  the  question  of  a  gay  identity  is 
concerned,  and  what  it  means  to  choose  to  be  gay,  she 
doesn’t  seem  to  know  it  exists.  Nancy  Friday  is  under  a 
heavy  obligation  to  these  men,  who  opened  a  part  of 
themselves  to  her  and  to  us,  and  received  no  payments 
for  their  efforts;  the  least  she  could  do  is  help  them  "to 
address  some  of  the  questions  that  they  may  be  afraid  to 
tackle  on  their  own.  Apparently  she  hesitates  to  tackle 
them,  as  well. 
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To  your  Health - — 

Stages  Of  Syphilis 


By  Robert  Taylor,  M.D. 

One  of  the  sexually  transmitted 
diseases  (STD)  that  has  been 
around  throughout  history  is 
syphilis.  It  was  known  by  various 
different  names  depending  on  who 
the  enemy  was  at  the  time.  The 
Italians  called  it  “The  French 
Disease,”  the  English  called  it 
“The  Spanish  Disease”  and  so 
forth.  The  word  “syphilis”  is 
derived  from  a  16th  century  poem 
about  a  mythical  shepherd  named 
Syphilus  who  contracted  the 
disease. 

Approximately  25,000  people  in 
the  United  States  are  reported  to 
get  syphilis  each  year.  The  actual 
number  may  be  two  or  three  times 
higher  since  many  cases  do  not  get 
reported.  This  number  is  much  less 
than  the  incidence  of  gonorrhea 
which  is  estimated  at  two  to  three 
million  people  a  year  and  it  is  also 
much  less  than  reported  many 
years  ago.  Based  on  army  phys¬ 
icals,  it  was  estimated  that  one  out 
of  every  ten  persons  was  infected 
in  the  United  States  as  late  as 
during  World  War  I. 

As  a  STD  among  gays  and  les¬ 
bians,  we  see  it  much  less  often 
than  other  STD’s  such  as  gon¬ 
orrhea  or  herpes.  Still,  it  is 
estimated  by  the  Massachusetts 
Public  Health  Department  Com¬ 
municable  Disease  Division  that 
55%  of  all  the  syphilis  cases  in 
Massachusetts  are  reported  from 
centers  known  to  have  a  large  or 
predominantly  gay  population.  It 
is  my  own  experience  that  there  is 
very  little  spread  of  syphilis  among 
'  lesbians  but  there  is  not  much  hard 
data  on  this  subject. 

What  is  syphilis? 

It  is  a  disease  caused  by  a  germ 
(named  Treponema  pallidum)  that 
periodically  manifests  itself 
between  sometimes  long  periods  of 

no  apparent  symptoms.  It  is  an 
interesting  disease  in  that  it  can 
affect  any  part  of  the  body.  The 
periods  of  time  when  symptoms 
are  present  are  termed  primary, 
secondary  and  tertiary  stages. 
Between  these  stages  are  symp¬ 
tomless  periods  of  inactivity  called 
latent  periods. 

What  is  primary  syphilis? 

This  is  the  stage  that  occurs  after 
the  germ  first  enters  the  body.  A 
sore  appears  at  the  site  of  entry  of 
the  germs,  usually  three  to  four 
weeks  after  contact  with  an  in¬ 
fected  person,  but  this  incubation 
time  may  vary  from  one  to  thirteen 
weeks.  Remember  that  the  contact 
is  almost  always  a  sexual  contact. 
You  cannot  get  it  from  toilet  seat 
covers  and  the  only  way  you  can 
get  it  from  kissing  is  if  the  infected 
person  has  a  syphilitic  sore  on  his 
or  her  lips  or  tongue. 

The  skin  sore  of  primary  syphilis 
is  called  a  chancre  (pronounced 
shanker).  It  usually  looks  like  a 
pimple  when  it  first  appears  but 
quickly  changes  to  look  like  a 
shallow  hole  approximately  one- 
half  inch  in  diameter  but  it  can 
vary  widely.  The  chancre’s  appear¬ 
ance  can  vary  also  so  make  sure 
you  see  a  health  provider  if  you  are 
at  all  suspicious  of  any  sore. 
Associated  with  the  chancre  are 
enlarged  lymphnodes  (erroneously 
called  “swollen  glands”)  that  are 

Voices 
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“Now  you  may  have  trouble 
eating  this,  I  know  this  aint  what 
you  is  used  to  where  you  come 
from  so  you  say  the  word  and  I’ll 
scramble  you  an  egg,  you  see  this  is 
the  kind  of  food  we-all  have 
adapted  to.” 

“Oh,  I’ve  eaten  a  lot  of  soul 
food,  when  I  was  in  Mississippi 
during  the  Civil  Rights  ...”  But 
Mama  wasn’t  interested  in  letting 
Ann  give  her  liberal  credentials. 

“That  we  all  ha adapted  to,” 
she  went  right  on.  “And  after  a 
while  guess  we  got  used  to  eating 
what  Goldberg  had  left  over  from 
his  plate  ...”  And  now  that  the 


not  tender  to  the  touch. 

If  the  primary  stage  is  not 
treated  the  chancre  will  disappear 
after  four  to  eight  weeks  but 
remember  that  the  germ  is  still  in 
the  body. 

When  does  the  secondary  stage  of 
syphilis  appear? 

About  six  to  twelve  weeks  after 
the  germ  first  entered  the  body,  the 
person  with  untreated  syphilis  may 
develop  a  flu-like  illness  consisting 
of  muscle  aches,  slight  fever,  head¬ 
ache  and  other  “cold”  symptoms. 
The  individual  then  gets  enlarged 
lymph  nodes  in  the  neck,  under  the 
arms  and  in  the  groin  areas.  He  or 
she  then  develops  a  rash  that  can 
appear  on  any  part  of  the  body, 
including  the  palms  of  the  hands 
and  soles  of  the  feet.  The  rash 
usually  does  not  hurt  or  itch  and 
like  primary  syphilis,  it  too  will 
disappear  without  treatment.  It  is 
usually  reddish  and  occurs  in 
discrete  patches  but  the  rash  can  be 
mistaken  for  many  other  skin 
diseases  including  measles  and 
again,  it  is  important  to  contact  a 
knowledgeable  health  provider  if 
you  have  any  unusual  skin 
problems. 

What  about  tertiary  syphilis? 

Between  the  secondary  stage 
rash  and  the  tertiary  stage  there  is  a 
period  of  latency  that  can  last 
from  a  few  years  to  over  thirty 
years. 

Tertiary  syphilis  is  seldom  seen 
these  days  but  it  can  be  very 
serious  because  it  can  affect  your 
heart  or  brain  among  other  body 
organs.  As  I  mentioned  earlier, 
syphilis  can  infect  any  body  part 
and  it  is  in  the  tertiary  stage  that  it 
can  do  so. 

How  can  a  person  know  if  they 
have  syphilis  in  its  active  form  or 
in  its  latency  stage? 

Obviously,  if  an  unusual  sore  or 
rash  is  present,  you  should  see  a 
doctor  or  other  health  professional 
with  expertise  in  this  subject. 
Unfortunately,  the  sore  may  be  in 
a  location  that  can’t  easily  be  seen 
such  as  the  back  of  the  throat,  the 
rectum  or  inside  the  vagina.  For¬ 
tunately,  there  are  simple  blood 
tests  that  can  detect  syphilis  in 
every  stage  except  very  early  in  the 
primary  stage.  The  blood  test  will 
even  detect  syphilis  in  its  latency 
stage  when  no  symptoms  are 
present. 

Is  syphilis  easily  cured? 

Yes,  it  is  sensitive  to  penicillin  in 
every  stage.  If  you  are  allergic  to 
penicillin,  there  are  other  anti¬ 
biotics  that  will  work  well  to  treat 
the  illness.  After  the  patient  gets 
the  proper  treatment  he  or  she  will 
have  to  take  periodic  blood  tests 
but  the  infection  is  always  cured 
before  the  blood  test  shows  it. 

How  can  one  prevent  getting 
syphilis? 

Obviously,  you  should  try  to 
avoid  having  sex  with  a  person  that 
has  an  unusual  sore  on  his  or  her 
genitals  or  an  unusual  rash  on  their 
body.  Condoms  offer  some  pro¬ 
tection,  but  they  are  usually 
impractical.  Good  hygiene  helps 
but  it  offers  no  guarantees  either. 

If  you  are  having  sexual  inter¬ 
course  with  more  than  one  person 
and  especially  if  you  don’t  know 
Continued  on  Page  10 


worst  had  been  said.  Bell’s 
mother’s  eyes  met  hers  from  across 
the  table  of  untouched  food.  “For 
shame,”  those  usually  loving  eyes 
were  saying.  “For  shame  .  .  .” 


Bell  lay  in  bed  in  her  nightgown, 
feeling  Ann  rigid,  almost  not 
breathing,  beside  her.  She  knew 
she  had  to  say  something,  make 
some  kind  of  contact.  She  couldn’t 
just  let  that  Goldberg  thing  go.  But 
there  was  nothing  to  say.  Ater  a 
moment  Ann  whispered,  “I’ll  go 
in  the  morning.”  Bell  tried  to 
move  her  mouth  to  say,  “I’ll  go 
with  you.”  Or  something.  But 
nothing  would  come  out. 
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door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


' 

Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 

Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
-  assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 
Cambridge  accepted 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves 

734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


Fisher  Travel  367-3490 

Fisher  Travel  Assoc. 

|  Harry  A.  Fisher 

I  111  Charles  Street 

Boston,  MA  02114 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

I  T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 

1  POSTERS,  SIGNS 

1  617-  426-4031 


{RALPH  BULLOWA 


Home  made 
SOUPS 
and 

Sandwiches, 


597  Centre  Street 
Jamaica  Plain 
11:00a.m.  until  9:30p.m. 

Monday  thru 
Saturday  Sit  Inor  TakeOut 524-9217 


John  G.  Keefe 

Civil  &  criminal 
litigation 

Real  estate 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

transaction 

617/265-1771 

Landlord/tenant 

16  Tuttle  Street 

rights 

Boston,  MA  02125 

Relationship  ; 

contracts  i 

Wills  &,  trusts 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XA.N4PU  graphics 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  ond  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

_ 143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge _ 


HOW  TO  FALL 
OUT  OF  LOVE 


A  10-week  problem-solving  group 
for  gay  men  and  women  who  have 
recently  separated  from  a  lover 
and/or  who  want  to  learn  skills  for 
building  new  relationships. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  gay 
professional  therapists. 

For  more  information,  please  call 

Behavior  Associates  of  Boston: 
262-9116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night 

•  General  medical  care  -  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


complete 
dead  locks 
locks  chanai 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Caribbean  Elolidays 
p  Elans  Ebensten 

1 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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Records 


Alix  Living  With 
Contradictions 


XX  Alix 

Record  by  Alix  Dobkin. 

Available  from  Ladyslipper 
Music,  Inc.,  PO  Box  3124, 
Durham,  North  Carolina,  27705. 

By  Maida  Tilchen 
Seven  years  have  passed  since 
Alix  Dobkin’ s  first  album, 
Lavendar  Jane  Loves  Women, 
made  with  Kay  Gardner  and 
others.  That  was  the  album  that 
started  it  all,  as  dozens  of  lesbian 
LPs  have  followed  it.  It  is  the 
album  thousands  of  women  have 
come  out  to,  and  it  established 
Alix  Dobkin  in  the  minds  of  many 
as  “the  chief  lesbian,”  as  she 
espoused  a  dyke  style  of  crewcuts, 
man-hating,  living  on  the  land, 
and  true  love  forever  between 
women.  Her  second  album,  Liv¬ 
ing  With  Lesbians,  pictured 
women  with  all  these  character¬ 
istics  right  on  its  cover. 

Alix’s  new  album,  XX  Alix  has 
now  arrived  and  it  is  definitely  a 
surprise  and  a  departure.  “The 
Chief  Lesbian”  has  cast  off  that 
mantle  and  done  ten  songs  that 


reject  simple  solutions  and 
dogma.  This  album  probably 
should  have  been  titled,  as  one  of 
the  songs  is,  “Living  With 
Contradictions,”  for  Alix  is 
coming  out  with  the  truth  “living 
with  lesbians”  is  not  all  that  easy. 
Jokes  Alix,  “It’s  not  what  I  ex¬ 
pected,  I  stand  politically 
corrected.” 

On  this  splendid  album  we  find 
Alix  asking  philosophical  ques¬ 
tions,  not  unlike  the  immortal  gay 
philosopher  of  ancient  Greece.  In 
“Living  With  Contradictions,” 
she  asks: 

How  to  be  a  perfect  mother 

Give  my  values  to  my  daughter 

How  to  be  a  perfect  lover 

And  be  free  to  love  another  .  .  . 
She  asks  how  to  live  “a  good  life, 
a  righteous  life,  with  women,” 
and  admits  that  “its  not  easy,  life 
with  women  is  not  simple.” 

What  has  brought  Alix  to  these 
basic  questions?  On  the  Lavendar 
Jane  album,  Alix  sang  about  her 
everlasting  love  for  Liza.  The 


Night  Kitchen  East 
at 

The  Cauldron 
a  Lesbian  Gay  Theatre 


Ends  and  Means  Committee 

Clearing 

2/3  of  3  Clowns 

pieces  of  The  Witch  Papers 

and  more 
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a  benefit  for  Journeywomon  and  The  Cauldron 


fijd  announces  iO 

4  Kay  Gardner’s 

MOODS  &  RITUALS 

Meditations  for  Solo  Flutes 

a  cassette  of  gentle,  healing  music 

ask  at  your  local  stores  or  send  $8.10  postpaid  to 
LADYSLIPPER,  DEPT  If,  BOX  3124,  DURHAM,  NC  27705 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  New  York: 

“Pool  Party” 
plus  co-hit  'x 

“The  Greek  Connection” 
“Snowballing” 


Boston's  Best  Aft  Mote  Show! 


sweet  voices  of  her  daughter  and 
other  children  were  heard  on  the 
album.  All  problems  were  clearly 
caused  by  men  and  the  patriarchy. 

In  the  seven  years  since  then,  as 
Alix  explains  in  the  liner  notes  to 
this  album,  she  and  Liza  broke 
up,  there  was  a  parting  of  the 
ways  with  Kay  Gardner,  her 
daughter  now  lives  with  her  fa¬ 
ther,  and  Alix’s  current  love  for 
“the  adorable  Denny”  requires  a 
tenuous  non-monogamous  struc¬ 
ture  fraught  with  “drama  and 
suspense.” 

I  have  known  several  lesbians 
who  felt  that  they  were  failing  in 
their  lives,  because  they  hadn’t 
achieved  the  simple  perfection 
that  they  were  sure  their  idol  Alix 
was  living  up  on  her  mountain. 
For  them  it  will  I  hope  be  a  relief 
to  hear  that  life  is  simple  and 
perfect  for  no  one. 

Alix  explained  in  the  liner  notes 
why  she  has  become  more  honest 
in  her  writing.  When  she  toured 
Europe  in  1979,  two  West  German 
women  questioned  her  statements 
about  her  relationship  to  her 
daughter  in  the  autobiographical 
book  Alix  Dobkin ’s  Adventures  in 
Women ’s  Music: 

“When  you  were  all  living 
together  how  was  the  dynamic 
between  Liza  and  your  daughter 
Adrian?” 

“Sometimes  it  was  good,  but 
often  it  was  difficult,”  I 
responded. 

“But  you  didn’t  write  about 
the  difficulties  in  the  book.  Why 
does  you  daughter  now  live  with 
her  father?” 

“I  couldn’t  handle  the 
situation,”  I  had  to  admit. 
“There  were  many  complex 
factors,  but  mostly  there  were  too 
many  hard  feelings  and 
conflicts.” 

“You  know  how  hard  these 
relationships  are  for  Lesbian 
mothers,  their  lovers  and  their 
children,  but  your  book  ignores 
them  and  talks  only  about  loving 
and  sweetness.  Look  at  these 
photos!  We  need  validation.  You 
should  write  more  of  the  truth. 
You  should  discuss  the  problems, 
not  just  the  happy  times.” 

And  write  truthfully  she  did.  In 
her  song  “A  Mother  Knows:” 

We  know  it  isn’t  just  a  breeze 

between  us 


The  perfect  mother-daughter 
doesn’t  mean  us. 

I  nag,  I  nag  I  demand  too  much 
You  push,  you  push,  you  throw  a 
fit 

Alix  also  describes  the  joys  of 
being  a  mother: 

Here  are  some  things  I  love  about 
you  Adrian 

The  way  you  light  up  when  you’re 
glad  to  see  me 

The  way  you  love  to  sing  my 
songs 

I  love  the  way  you  write  your 
own . . . 

Throughout  the  album  and  the 
notes,  Alix  makes  it  clear  that  the 
only  solution  she  has  to  offer  to 
the  contradictions  of  lesbian  lives, 
is  the  encouragement  that  women 
can  solve  their  dilemmas,  and  that 
they  can  do  this  by  a  process  of 
growth  and  exploration,  rather 
than  by  expecting  some  sudden 
revelation,  as  patriarchal  thinking 
has  suggested.  Writes  Alix: 
Everywhere  I  go  there  are 
individual  women  learning  how  to 

be  and  not  to  be  with  each  other. 
Among  peers,  situations  and 
solutions  are  neither  predictable 
nor  governable.  To  come  up  with 
common,  honorable,  flexible, 
sensible,  creative  meaningful, 
non-coercive  “codes”  or 
expectations  of  ethical  behavior 
while  avoiding  laying  down  hard¬ 
line,  guilt-inspiring  “politically 
correct”  rules  and  superficial 
judgements  is  no  small  feat. 
Musically,  the  album  is  a 
delight.  Alix  has  a  consistent  style 
but  she’s  a  fantastic  writer  of 


Pride 


Continued  from  page  3 
reading  it  had  sponsored  the  pre¬ 
vious  two  years  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  20). 

Kelly  told  GCN  that  although 
the  Pride  Committee  has  expand¬ 
ed  beyond  its  original  purpose  of 
organizing  annual  Pride  marches, 
it  “has  not  abandoned  the  demo¬ 
cratic  principles  characteristic  of 
Boston  lesbian  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions.” 

In  the  meantime,  the  oldest  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  centers  in 
the  country  face  serious  problems 
as  a  result  of  the  loss  of  govern¬ 
ment  funding.  The  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Community  Services  Center 
of  Los  Angeles  was  selected  in 
1974  as  a  recipient  of  federal 
Comprehensive  Employment  and 
Training  Act  (CETA)  funds.  Since 
the  newly  elected  federal  legisla¬ 
ture  is  not  expected  to  pass  a 
CETA  appropriations  bill  and 
since  the  Reagan  administration 
opposes  CETA,  the  city  of  Los 


melodies,  and  every  tune  stands  on 
its  own.  What  she  does  best  is  to 
take  highly  verbal,  lyric-centered 
songs  and  make  them  musical, 
catchy,  and  singable.  The  tunes 
are  intricate  and  fun.  One  line 
from  “Woman  To  Woman”  is  so 
good,  lyrically  and  musically,  that 
it’s  like  a  song  in  itself:  “Find  you 
own  kind  of  Amazon.” 

The  backup  musicians  do  a 
great  job.  Renee  Purnell,  of 
Boston’s  Bouganvillea  group, 
plays  jazz  in  a  distinctive  style  that 
holds  together  the  sound  of  the 
whole  album.  Helen  Hooke  once 
of  Deadly  Nightshade,  puts  in  a 
great  break  on  “O.K.O.Y.” 
Susann  P.  Shanbaum,  J.T.  Tho¬ 
mas,  River  Lightwomoon  and 
others  round  out  the  band.  This 
album  has  a  much  fuller  and  more, 
finished  sound  than  Alix’s  earlier 
albums. 

XX  Alix  is  virtually  a  phil¬ 
osophical  biography  of  the 
American  lesbian  community  in 
the  last  seven  years,  the  history  of 
the  lesbian  nation,  not  one  of 
external  wars  but  one  of  internal 
growth.  Together  with  Jan  Clau¬ 
sen’s  book  Mother,  Daughter, 
Sister,  Lover,  (The  Crossing  Press) 
which  explores  many  of  the  same 
issues  in  a  different  media,  this 
album  ushers  us  into  a  whole  new 
phase  of  our  collective  lives.  I  am 
reminded  of  the  words  of  Martin 
Buber,  “Unity  is  not  a  property  of 
the  world,  but  its  task.” 


Angeles,  which  administers  the 
funds  there,  will  terminate  its 
contract  with  the  Center  by  March 
31  of  this  year. 

The  Los  Angeles  Center  will  lose 
nearly  half  its  84  staff  members 
and  about  one-third  of  its  current 
$1.8  million  budget. 

Like  the  Boston  Pride  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  Los  Angeles  Center  is 
opting  for  community  self-reli¬ 
ance. 

Syphilis 

Continued  from  Page  9 
your  partners  well,  you  should 
have  periodic  venereal  disease 
checkups.  We  recommend  every 
three  or  four  months  but  it  really 
depends  on  your  sexual  activity.  If 
you  do  have  a  positive  blood  test, 
you  can  help  slow  down  the  spread 
of  the  disease  by  informing  all 
your  contacts  so  that  they  may 
receive  blood  test  and  treatment  if 
necessary. 


GQ 


GO 

GQ 


CO 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 
$25.00  regular 
$17.50  low  income 

□  25  weeks 
$12.50 

□  12  weeks 

$6.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name 
Address 
City _ 


State . 


Zip 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St./Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$120  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 


Name 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ _ 

AH  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  | 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds 

JUST  FRIENDS 

Horsewomen,  lesbian  feminists:  would 
you  like  to  gather  a  group  together  for 
dressage,  driving,  trail  riding,  shows 
sharing  equestrienne  activity.  GCN  Box 
369. _ (29) 

Contact  other  open  minded  gay/- 
bisexual  women  quickly  &  inex¬ 
pensively  thru  new  monthly  exclusive 
personal  ad  listings  in  Pandora's  Box. 
Write:  A  matter  of  Preference,  Ste  207, 
420  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills,  CA 
90212. _ (31) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
It  r*ce  Is  not  a  crucial  lasua  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 


PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Remember  the  a  la  mode!  yyOW 
All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

My  dearest  Piranha,  Happy  birthday  & 
Happy  Valentine’s  Day.  I  love  you.  Yr  III 
shrimp. _ _ (29) 

NEUMA 

Still  no  Mass,  tax  forms,  I  haven’t  for- 

flotten. _ 

L  Cubed 

Larger  adventures  in  store. 

I  love  you 

Crevice  Seeker _ (29) 

Prof  GF  30s  would  like  to  meet  a  sin¬ 
cere  woman  for  a  very  special  &  mean¬ 
ingful  relationship.  N.  of  Boston  or  S. 
NH  area.  GCN  Box  373. _ (30) 

MARTIN  HEIDEGGER 
Lesbian  and  gay  male  Heidegger  study 
group  forming.  If  interested  please  call 
Earl  (617)  498-4252. _ (30) 

GWM  25,  5 '8  125  brn  hr  &  eyes  into 
hiking  biking  camping  canoeing 
beaches  photography  &  nature,  seek 
another  GM  who  is  sensitive  loving 
honest  &  wants  to  share  the  finer 
moments  of  a  perm  relationship  w/a 
warm  sensitive  intense  fun-loving 
active  caring  guy  who  likes  country  liv¬ 
ing  &  needs  another  human  being  for 
love  &  support  not  into  drugs.  PO  Box 
191  East  Bridgewater  MA  02333.  (30) 

Women  writers  a  support  group  is  now 
forming  to  regularly  discuss,  criticize  & 
encourage  each  other’s  writing.  Myrna 
282-1243. _ (29) 

.  AUDITIONS 

Triangle  Theater  will  hold  aud  on  Feb 
16-18,  6pm  at  Theater  Factory  for  J. 
Hopkins’  “Find  Your  Way  Home”  3  men 

1  woman  needed  for  more  info  call 
David  at  232-9833. _ (29) 

RAINBOW  SUSPENDERS  MAN 
Enjoyed  dancing  with  you  at  a  party 
1/10  on  Church  St.,  Som.  Hope  the 
sliver  was  removed  &  yr  foot  is  ok.  Sorry 
I  was  too  shy  to  talk  much  or  get  your 
phone  no.  I’d  like  to  see  you  again.  Tom, 
GCN  Box  374. _ (29) 

Young  inexp  cleanshaven  GM  wanted 
for  love,  good  friendship  &  sex  by  GWM 
32.  Pix  if  poss.  John,  Box  133,  Concord, 
MAPI  742. _ (29) 

GM  5' 10, 160,  blond,  32,  gd  shape  looks 
(exc  in  strong  wind),  into  massage, 
skiing,  TM,  &  real  estate,  sks  friend 
w/com  ints.  No  strong  pref.  but  esp  into 
foreigners  &  Latins.  Am,  and  sk,  man 
who  is  relaxed  &  at  peace  w/self  & 
world.  Not  much  older  &  must  also  be  in 
good  shape.  Into  grk  p  &  a  367-0095.  (30) 

Boston  GALAS  Artists:  J.  Wattles,  Tia 
Cross,  Nadine  Rosenthal,  Donna 
Chabot,  Marcia  Geiep,  Priscilla  Proud- 
womcn,  GALAS-LA  needs  your  art  re¬ 
leases  ASAP  please  contact:  Louise 
Moore,  GALAS  GLCSC,  PO  Box  38777, 
LA,  CA  90038. _ (29) 

GM  interested  in  forming  a  nudist 
group  to  share  experience  and  insight 
age  20  to  30.  Please  reply  9  to  9  Paul 
617  536-2213  Relax  plan  together.  (30) 

GWM  30  Ikng  for  slim,  yng,  energetic 
GM  for  Hseboy,  helper,  companion. 
Bost.  +  P-town  must  be  compatable 
and  friendly  call  617-536-2213.  Ask  for 
Jay. _ (c) 

Single-horse-drawn  doctor’s  buggy, 
Model:  Excelsior,  built  1855,  restoration 
near  completed.  Use  as  decorator  piece 
or  on  the  streets.  Must  sell.  Best  offer 
over  <700.  Call  Larry,  426-7042.  (28) 

6  yr  old  boy,  living  w/lesblans,  needs 
big  brother.  Black  male  prefered. 
Knowledge  of  sign  language  or  willing¬ 
ness  to  learn  essential.  Write  GCN  Box 
310. _ (c) 


UP  AND 
ATOM 

Bottoms  unique 
telephone 
moke-up  end 
antwering  service. 

876-7600 

*  Wake-up  4am- 
12am  Weather 
Report.  Trivia,  24- 
hour  answering  serv¬ 
ice  specializing  in 
small  businesses  and 
personal  services. 
Singing  Telegrams. 

LOW  RATES 


ng  In  1 
is  and  I 

ams.  I 


LOOKING  FOR  TENNIS  PARTNER 
Bos-Camb  area.  I’m  low  intermediate, 
but  enthusiastic.  Want  to  join  indoor 
court,  play  regularly.  Andrea  661-0082. 

_ (?) 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  Is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  In  advertising  necessary. 
Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes 
to  Amy  Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

GAY  HARVARD  ALUM  GP  FORMING 
Send  stamped  addressed  envelope  to 
Rofes  c/o  GCN  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
'  in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  _ _,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 


SERVICES _ 

THERAPY  FOR  LESBIANS 
Lee  Judith  Orloff  Ph.D.  Licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Individuals, 
couples.  Weight  control.  Assertiveness 
issues.  Insurance  accepted.  617 
354-7939.  Leave  message. _ (31) 

GAY  MEN’S  GROUP 
Gay  men’s  group  forming.  Focus  is  on 
general  issues  using  gestalt  tech¬ 
niques.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  MA 
661-4070  or  451-1398,  leave  message. 
_ (28) 

OVERWEIGHT,  GAY,  UNHAPPY? 
Therapy  group  forming  for  gay  men  for 
support;  to  explore  issues  of  sexuality; 
frustration;  self-image.  Call  David 
Bellville  (617)  266-1450  for  more  info.  24 
hrans  service. _ (30) 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
has  2  openings.  Grp  explores  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  For  apptmt,  call  628-8286  & 
leave  message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. 

(27) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francjs 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
_ (28) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Learn  to  better  express  feelings,  wants, 
needs;  without  intimidation!  All  gay 
group,  six  weeks,  supportive.  $75 
Bellville  &  Associates  (617)  266-1450.  24 
hrans  service.  - _ (30) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individual,  couple,  and  group  therapy 
offered.  Sliding  scale,  insurance 
accepted.  For  appointment,  call  Jim 
Fishman,  MSW.  628-8286.  Leave 
message.  (26) 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


DON’T  FIGHT  GRAVITY 
Licensed  massage  therapist  sliding  fee 
body  alignment  reflexology  healing  Jeff 
742-1 732  (after  7pm)  or  661  -1 551 .  (29) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES  GROUP 
10  weekly  meetings.  Thurs  eves  begins 
March  7  for  further  info  call  Carolyn 
Stack  876-8438  WINGS  Joellen  Man- 
cuso  661-6399. _ (30) 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (25) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 

ROOMMATES 

Lking  tor  3rd  GM  housemate  w/good 
politics  &  not  partic  into  bar  cult.  Some 
interests  from  following:  music,  lit, 
exercise,  politics.  We  want  a  mature 
nonsmkr  w/some  self-awareness. 
$85-1-  util.  628-3870. _ (29) 

2  GF  rmmts  wntd  for  8  rm  apt  nr  Oak  Sq 
Bri.  Non-smokers,  no  more  pets.  Friend¬ 
ly,  indpt  hshld  nr  bus  lines.  81.25/mo  + 
util.  787-4729  eves. _ (29) 

Beacon  Hill  —  GM  sks  2  rmmtes  to  shre 
sunny  3  br  apt.  expsd  brk  walls  dshwshr 
skylite.  103  inc  h  &  hw.  Avail  3/1, 
367-1394 _ (30) 
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Share  12  rm  hse  in  Melvile  Pk  Dor¬ 
chester  w/professor  &  grad  students, 
own  sunny  br,  $175  &  security  all  utili- 
ties  inc  436-1538. _  (30) 


HAMPTON  BEACH  RESTAURANT 

Seats  48,  renovated,  Neg  lease,  fully 
equipped,  $27,000.  SHANLEY  REAL- 
TORS  (603)  436-3210. _ (32) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c) 


Professional  person  27  wants  room,  to 
share  apt  or  find  roommate  to  search 
with.  Currently  live  in  Boston,  work  in 
Brookline.  Avail  2/1  or  3/1.  GCN  Box 
367.  I  want  to  move  from  where  I  am 
now.  j 

_ (29) 

BROOKLINE 

GF  is  looking  for  2  rmmates  to  share 
modern  convenient  3  br  apt  Col  Cor 
Brklne.  Will  consider  GM.  Rent  (incl 
heat)  195/mo.  277-5970. _ (29) 

HELP!  me  escape  San  Francisco!  Non¬ 
macho  M,  33,  desperately  desires  to 
leave  the  Castro  for  the  East  Bay.  Long¬ 
time  gay  antiwar  activist  &  journalist, 
currently  employed  as  a  jail  social 
worker/paralegal.  John  (415)  863-5963. 
_ (30) 

Three  men,  one  gay,  two  straight, 
looking  for  gay  men  or  women,  Bi,  or 
straight,  to  live  in  a  commune  type 
setting  in  Salem,  NH  area.  35  min  to 
downtown  Boston.  Should  have  trans¬ 
portation.  Hoping  to  find  house  by 
March.  Write  (in  a  little  detail  of 
yourself  and  desires)  In  C/O  GCN  Box 
372. _ jc) 

Looking  for  nonsmoker  to  share  apt  in 
lovely  Somerville  with  2GM  Mar  1  near 
Steves  ice  cream  on  bus  lines  $165  plus 
dep  incls  utls.  617  623-6524. _ (29) 

1  LF  sks  1  or  2,  25+  for  friendly  but 

independent  hshld  nr  Inman  Sq.  $180 
for  1,  $130  ea  for  2  ht  inc.  No  smoke. 
Jackie  623-8154  keep  trying! _ (27) 

GM  ROOMMATE/DORCHESTER 
GM  seeks  GM  to  share  6  room  apt  nr 
Redline  +  bus.  Immed  occup  $200  htd 
plus  util  (1  mo  sec)  call  617  282-9398 
after  6  pm  (not  a  sex  ad). _ (29) 

GM  prof  sks  rmmte  to  shr  Ige  sunny  5 
rm  apt  in  Belmont  1  bl  from  MBTA.  10 
min  to  Harv  Sq  $210/mo  +  util.  Call  617 
489-3658  eves  +  wknds. _ (29) 

3  LF  seek  1  more  to  share  wonderful 
cooperative  Dorchester  hs.  yd,  nr  T. 
semi-vegie,  no  cigs  1  cat  prefer  25  + 
sharing— +  sep  space  $100+  617 

282-938 8. _ (29) 

FABULOUS  WEST  SOM 

2  GMs  sk  non-smoking  rmmte  for  Ige, 

sunny  West  Som  apt.  $134/mo  +  util,  nr 
MBTA.  Avail  Mar  1.  Sorry,  no  pets.  Call 
eves  776-6377, _ (VC) 

Room/apt.  by  the  Pru,  in  warm,  clean, 
friendly  house.  Prefer  quiet  guy,  not 
into  smoke,  dope,  drugs,  or  heavy 
drinking,  reasonable  rent.  Call  617 
267-7422. _ (28) 

REAL  ESTATE 

OGUNQUIT  YEAR-ROUND  REST 

Seats  87  inside,  120  outside,  expand¬ 
able.  Full  liquor,  walking  distance  to 
Playhouse,  beach  &  town.  $183,500  firm 
includes  real  estate  &  equipment. 
SHANLEY  REALTORS  (603)  436-3210. 
_ (32) 

Ogunquit,  ME  —  Charming  80  seat  res¬ 
taurant  w/excellent  clientele.  Excellent 
traffic  location  near  village  ctr  w/ample 
parking.  Sale  includes  land,  bldg,  equip¬ 
ment,  name  plus  terms.  $179,000. 
Drown  Agency,  Brokers,  Wells,  ME. 
(207)646-5131. _ (32) 


MISCELLANEOUS 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT 
Feminist  therapy  collective  looking  for 
women  to  rent  space.  Leave  message  at 
661-2537. _ (32) 

JOBS  WANTED 

GM  22  bus  stdnt  looking  for  work  and/or 
lodging  for  summer  in  P’town.  Mature 
masc  with  retail  sales/mgmt  exp  ref 
avail  Box  4409  Fitchburg  State  College, 
Fitchburg,  MA  01420. _ (30) 

Art  student  seeks  part  time  job  in  Bos¬ 
ton  area.  Call  Rick  5-7  eves,  666-5434. 
_  (30) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

UNBLOCKING  AND  FREEING 
YOUR  WRITING  a  workshop  for  women 
led  by  ANDREA  LOEWENSTEIN  Mon¬ 
days  5-6  pm  starting  Feb  9  for  8  wks. 
Call  Andrea  661-0082  right  now.  (30) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

PRODUCTION  TYPIST 
WEEA  PUBLISHING  CENTER 
Women’s  Educational  Equity  Act  Pub¬ 
lishing  Center  seeks  a  typist  to  work 
with  editorial  and  design  staff  typing 
manuscripts,  correcting/revising 

camera-ready  copy,  and  assisting  in 
preparation  of  materials.  Excellent  typ¬ 
ing  skills  required;  editorial  or  produc¬ 
tion  experience  helpful.  $9,550-10,590; 
35  hr  week.  Apply  to  EDC/WEEAP,  55 
Chapel  St.  Newton,  MA  02160,  Attn 
Renee  Wilson.  969-7100  x535.  We  are  an 
affirmative  action/equal  opportunity 
employer. _  (29) 

SEE  THE  SUBURBS! 

Women  owned/run  business  sks  re¬ 
sponsible  women  for  residential  clean¬ 
ing  work.  Part  time  1,2,  or  3  days/wk. 
Team  approach,  fun,  opportunities  to 
advance,  car  not  necessary.  Call 
DIRTWORKS  354-7788  M-F  1-7pm.  (29) 

Gay  publisher  needs  someone  with 
large  car  or  van  to  take  mail  sacks  to 
Post  Office.  This  will  involve  about  one 
hour  each  Monday  and  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon.  Pay  is  $60/mo.  542-5679.  (24) 

WANTED _ 

SUBLET  SOUGHT,  BOSTON 
27,  GM,  SUNY  Bflo  law  student  seeks  1 
bdrm  reasonable  sublet  near  pub  trans. 
Required  for  15  May-15  Aug.  Wm  Cop- 
Ion,  39  N.  Pearl  St.  Bflo,  NY  14202. 
Thanks. _ (30) 

Would-be  singer/songwriter/  bass 
guitarist  wants  to  start  women’s  new 
wave  band  w/other  rank  amateurs.  Just 
for  laughs.  Also,  can  anyone  advise  me 
on  where  to  rent,  buy  equipment? 
Aubergine  282-1243. _ (29) 

MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 


RESORTS 

CARMEN  MIRANDA  VERANDA 
For  women!  Tropical  guest  house  in 
delightful  Key  West.  Charm  &  comfort. 
Carmen  Miranda  Veranda,  418  United 
St,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  294-8345. 

-  ■  _ (31) 

WOMEN,  ITS  MIGRATION  TIME 
Come  roost  at  Ellie’s  Nest,  a  unique 
guest  house  for  women  only.  A/C,  heat, 
TV  in  every  room.  Pool,  sun  deck,  hot 
tub,  continental  breakfast.  1414  New¬ 
ton,  Key  West,  FL  (305)  296-5757. 

(24)  (-2) 

Enjoy  a  palm  frond  weekend  at  the 
Pagoda  wimmins  space  on  the  beach. 
Rentals.  207  —  G  Coastal  Hwy,  St. 
Augustine,  FL  32084.  904  824-2970.  (30) 

APARTMENTS 

Dorch  1  br  Ig  kit,  nice  detail,  nr  Red 
'Line,  Hbr  view,  14  windows  yd,  ac'ss  to 
deck,  Ist/last  mo  rnt  $300/mo/htd.  John 
282-1244  eves. _ (30) 

Dorch,  nr  Red  line,  2  br,  ac’ss  to  deck, 
Hbr  view,  panelled  kit,  1st  &  last  mo 
rent,  $350/ mo/ htd  +  util.  John  282-1244 
eves. _ (30) 

Dorch/Ashmont  quiet,  spacious,  light 

—  perfect  4  quiet  couple.  2  br,  mod 

bath,  eat-in  kitch,  2  porch,  liv  rm,  den, 
hrd  wd  fl.  2  min  to  T.  Lee  (after  5) 
288-3851. _ (30) 

ADJACENT  TO  COPLEY  SQUARE 
1  br  fr  vry  discreet  adult.  Floorthru  in  Ig 
bowfrnt.  Prvt  entry  in  ownr-oc  bldg.  Incl 
heat /  hw.  No  dogs.  Plnty  onstreet  pkg. 
247-2848  IQam-mid. _ (29) 

South  End  spacious  2  br  duplex.  Ht  & 
cent  air-cond  incl.  $750/  mo.  262-4375. 
_ (29) 

Beacon  Hill  1843  renovated  3-4  br  tnhse 
avail  2/1.  2yr  lease  1500/ mo  incl  util  by 
owner  720-0557  after  6  pm. _ (29) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
1  large  rm  —  kitchenette  $210/mo  incl 
all  util.  247-0570  ref  req. _ (30) 

So  End  Lge  sunny  rom  w  eat-in  kit. 
owner-occ.  bldg.,  newly  decorated; 
sand,  firs,  share  bath;  $210/month 
includes  all  util.  617  536-9546.  (29) 

South  End  —  Good  space.  Exc.  loca¬ 
tion.  Needs  work.  4  rooms.  $300/mo.  1st 
and  last  mo.  down,  gas  +  heat 
included.  617  247-0018.  (31) 

FOR  SALE _ 

PIECE  OF  HISTORY/HERSTORY 
Commemorative  liberty  buttons  from 
the  Oct.  14  March  on  Washington  with  a 
quote  from  Harvy  Milk  Available  by  mail 
$1  to  625  Shrader  St.  #8,  San  Francisco, 
Calif.  94117. _ (29) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BOYS  AND  MEN  IN  LOVE 
If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  you! 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  PO 
Box  174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018  (30) 

PUBLICATIONS 

Elevated  porn  CROW  INK,  INC.  Box 
1384  Boston,  MA  02104 •  (47) 


Calendar 


weekly  events 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
$2. 


Now  Bedford, MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 


*********  ***** 

Boston,  Ms  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  events  (with  info  #s):  volley  ball 
266-2147;  running  492-1339;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  Ms  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events  (info:  282-9161)  volleyball,  roller¬ 
skating,  soccer,  swimming,  basketball,  skiing 
and  running.  Men  and  women  welcome. 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★A- 


monday 


Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Gr°uP  ,or  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
0-0470. 

Hertford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info;  249-7691. 


Brookline,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  '81 
organizing  committee  meets  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Mondays  of  the  month.  Call  731-6737'for 
more  info.  Tonight:  potluck  dinner  and  or¬ 
ganizing  meeting.  61  Atherton  Rd.  7pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 


New  York,  NY  -  WBAI  (99.9FM).  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Wednesday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Pro|ect.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
T remont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-1 2pm). 


Amherst,  MA  —  Gay, 'Lesbian/Bi  Rap  Group. 
UMass  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 
545-0154. 


Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


'Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAMIT)  meets 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 
3rd  fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Meriymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 
New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  meet  at  7:30pm  at 
Grade  Square  Hosp.  420  E.  76th  St 
Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women’s 
Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
■Food  and  nonalcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340.  (Volunteers  needed 
to  help  staff  the  Center,  answer  phones, 
giving  raferral  info,  etc.  Info:  623-9340). 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 


tuesday 


Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lvnn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 
Worcester,  MA  —  Frenz  and  Luvvers  of 
Worcester  potluck  supper  and  meeting. 
Second  Wed.  of  each  month.  All  welcome. 
Info:  Box  213,  West  Boylston,  MA  01583  or 
756-7938,  8-9pm. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  "Oakdale,  Indiana,”  a  lesbian 
soap  opera,  Weds,  on  WBAI,  99.5FM,  at  6:10 
pm  and  at  midnight. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI,  99.5FM,  Gay  flap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women’s  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  "S/M" 
support  group.  8pm.  Info:  Brian  243-3332 
(6- 10  pm). 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 


Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University's  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 


friday 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news.  Interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS,  740AM.  11am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday. '  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Boston,  MA  —^Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 


thursday 


Boston,  MA  —  Com*  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
Hold  (near  Park  SL  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  lor  as  Iona  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  nolp  sand  tha  papar 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  ere  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
4489  * n1**’  M,n  ,ntl  wom*n  welcome.  426- 

Cambrldge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllltls.  Over 
35  rap  group.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Last  Friday  and  2nd  Wed¬ 
nesday  of  the  month.  Info:  661-3633. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Health  Discussion 
Group.  First  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Women’s 
Community  Health  Center.  639  Mass  Ave. 
Info:  547-2302. 


Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 
228-8049. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activ¬ 
ities. 


Boston,  MA  —  QCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’lT  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 
Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  les¬ 
bians.  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor)-  Call 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth)  at  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 
(6pm-midnlght). 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and  oc¬ 
casional  activities  for  lesbians  and  gay  youth 
14-22.  128A  Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.)  4th 
floor.  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472  (esp.  Wed.  4 
Thurs.  eves)  or  Hotline  426-9371  (eves). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  First  Saturday  of  the  month,  3-5pm 
followed  by  a  potluck  dinner.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  Beginners  welcome. 
(See  also  Sundays).  Info:  Beth  666-4278  or 
Michael  492-1339. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  “Common  Ground,"  a  free¬ 
form  lesbian  and  gay  radio  program  with 
poetry  and  music.  WMBR,  88.1FM.  Public  ser¬ 
vice  announcements  welcome.  494-8610. 9am. 


coming  events 
10  tues 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Healthworkers 
Discussion  Group.  Meets  second  Tues.  of  the 
month.  Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 
639  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  628-4692. 

Medford,  MA  —  "Word  Is  Out:  stories  of  some 
of  our  lives,"  will  be  shown  at  Tufts  U., 
Pearsopn  Chem.  Bldg.  Rm.  104,  7:30pm,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Tufts  Gay  Community.  Info: 
628-1270. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap  *  .  , 

sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs-  1  4  S3  L 

day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Hillary  Kay,  folk 
music.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance). 

7:30pm.  $3.  All  are  welcome. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation 
Valentines  Day  Party.  All  women  always 
welcome.  8pm.  Cambridge  Women's  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  Info:  3543-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Man  Together 
sponsors  Valentine  Variety.  Verify  very  fine 
sentiments.  2pm.  Call  566-7466  for  vivified 
vistas. 


Boston,  MA  —  Night  Kitchen  East  at  The 
Cauldron,  the  new  lesbian/gay  theater  loft. 
Evening  of  women's  theater  with  Snacks.  22 
Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  Sta.)  8pm.  Info: 
497-0117  or  876-8819. 


Swampscoff,  MA  —  North  Shore  Lesbian 
Games  Night  Get-Together.  All  North  Shore 
lesbians  welcome.  8pm.  Info:  356-2554, 
356-5159. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Common  Ground,  a  weekly 
lesbian/gay  radio  program  on  WMBR,  88.1FM, 
from  9- 10am.  This  week  featuring  an  Interview 
with  Aaron  Fricks  (of  high  school  prom  fame). 


11  wed 


Boston,  MA  —  “Straight  talk  about  lesbians," 
a  revised  slide/tape  presentation  by  Liz 
Diamond.  Artistic,  diversified  portrayal  of 
lesbian  lives.  Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St. 
8pm  $2  donation  for  Women’s  Educational 
Media  inc. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Katherine  Triantafil- 
lou,  original  music.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel 
entrance).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm,  no  one 
admitted  after  8.  $3.  Wed.  eve.  Is  women  only 
night. 

Boston,  MA  —  Mass.  Gay  Political  Caucus. 
Meeting.  Info:  471-8404. 


12  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT  THE 
PAPER.  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 


13  fri 

Boston,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE 
FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  male  cultural  production 
group  forming  in  Boston  tor  local  and  national 
entertainers.  Any  interest  or  experience,  call 
Dimid  at  (617)  445-3604.  Leave  message. 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Downhill 
and  cross-country  ski  trip.  Info:  Josh  (617) 
726-8650. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Snowshoe 
hikes  in  the  White  Mts.  Info:  Roy  (617) 
247-1206  (h)  or  864-5770  ext.  2577  (w). 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  (Quaker).  Ninth  Annual  Mid¬ 
winter  Conference.  Feb.  13-16.  Info:  (617) 
720-2242  or  265-0770. 


Boston,  MA  —  Valentines  Day  Dance  at 
Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  (near.  Pru)  for 
lesbian  and  gay  youth  (22  and  under  only). 
Info:  Call  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  at  338-9472  Sat.  aft.  or  weekday  eves 
before  7:30. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amethyst  Women's  Valen¬ 
tine  Dance,  a  drug-free  event  for  alcoholic 
lesbians  and  all  other  women  who  enjoy  a 
drug  and  alcohol-free  space.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $2  (more 
if/less  if).  9pm-1am.  Support  Sisterhood  —  A 
Natural  High! 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Valentines 
Day  Ice  Skating  Party.  Info:  Scott  776-4653  or 
Ted  247-1206. 


15  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Folkdancing's  English  Country  Dance  Day.  All 
dances  taught  by  a  former  member  of  an  Eng¬ 
lish  dance  troupe.  12:30-2:30.  Sea  Sundays 
above  tor  details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Cross¬ 
country  skiing.  Info:  Ron  (207)  883-6297. 
Sudbury,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  All  invited.  Call  Joe 
443-4775. 


16  mon 

New  York,  NY  —  NY/NAMBLA  meeting.  “Men 
In  prison  for  sex  with  boys,"  discussion  by 
Wayne  Sunday.  7-10]m.  151  W.  19th  St.  (near 
7th  Ave.)  7th  floor.  $2  donation. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  andrea  loewenstein, 
susan  fleischmann,  julie  woods  and  janet  eck: 
film,  music  and  poetry.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm,  no 
one  admitted  after  8.  $3.  All  are  welcome. 


1 7  tues 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Task 
Force  meeting.  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.  (Central 
Sq.)  Info:  661-6015.  6pm  outreach  committee, 
7pm  general  meeting.  Political  actions,  so¬ 
cials  and  workshops  being  planned.  All 
women  welcome. 


DETAILS. 


-  •  |  |  |  _  ♦  I  a  £  .  I  e  II  •  » 


